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Willard Stone Museum
to move downtown

THE WAY IT WAS. . . The original museum was located ina small
building on the same acreage with the family home east of Locust
Grove on old Highway 412.

First plans for a new Willard Stone Museum in down-
town Locust Grove on Broadway in the spot where the
original building that housed Locust Grove’s First State
Bank have been completed with the purchase of the his-
toric building by the museum’s board organized in 2019.

Along with a new board, an architect has been hired to
work with restoring the building to represent its historic
roots. The museum has also acquired status as a 501-C3
non-profit organization.

Now work must be begun on turning this old building
into an impressive museum that the state of Oklahona and
the town of Locust Grove can be proud of.

This old building is located across the street from an-
other downtown historic building currently being used by
the VFW.

The VFW building has housed various small businesses
as well as a doctor and dentist offices, and as a series of
upstairs apartments. On the VFW wall is a picture of what
appears to be the grand opening of the building with a large
crowd on the sidewalk and on Broadway Avenue.

The cost of renovation of the old bank building is esti-
mated at $800,000.

The second fundraiser the board plans is the raffle of an
original piece of Stone’s artwork, a small bronze named
The Lucky Turtle. This is a second edition limited to 130.
The first edition sold out quickly.

The value of the piece is $!,500, according to Linda Stone
Callery, one of Stone’s daughters who is the director of the
museum’s board.

The first fundraiser raised enough money to purchase
the building, now a second one is underway.

“We are beginning to work toward raising funds through
a mail/social media raffle of this small bronze,” Callery
said.

Tickets for the raffle are $25 or five for $100. The tick-

ets can be bought online at www.willardstonemuseuminc.com
or by mailing a check to Willard Stone Museum, Inc., P.O.
Box 833, Locust Grove, OK. 74352.

The drawing will be held Nov. 15.
The Lucky Turtle is a small bronze approximately 4 inches

long, 3 1/2 inches wide and about 1 inch tall.
“When the first bank, built in 1912 became available, we

decided that this historic building would be the perfect place
to house our museum,” Callery said.

“It will be more accessible to the public and will have the

See more pictures
related to the new
Willard Stone Mu-
seum on Page 8

FUMW plan  a
Fall Festival Sale
outdoor of church

First United Methodist
Women ( FUMW) will host
a Fall Festival Sale on Oct.
23-24 outside the church
building on Highway 82
north.

The sale will be from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. each day.

Vendors may rent a table
and space for $20. For more
information or to rent a table
call Cindy Stone ar 918-373-
2395.

An array of vendors and
merchandise is expected, in-
cluding retro items,
handcrafted items, giftware,
some antique items and baker
goods.

Proceeds will go to the
FUMW’s mission projects,
both locally and world-wide.

THIS GOLDEN GARDEN spider
was not captured in a garden but on
a rocky road one early morning by
Roxann Perkins Yates.
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Chamber updates events

Chamber Chat
by Adele Collette

Locust GroveI think the summer heat
is about gone. Before long
the leaves will be changing
and falling down.  Fall is my
favorite time of year. Not
long now until the holiday
season will be upon us.

The Chamber does have
some events going on for the
rest of 2020, like the Art &
Craft Fest on October 23 and
24, held at A.C.E Karate.

We will have a few dif-
ferent events and contests
for the Christmas season,
like a tree decorating con-
test, gingerbread house con-
test and the street light pole
decorating contest, as well
as the annual parade. I can-
not wait to see what every-
one comes up with.

I am going to go in a little
bit of a different direction
with this article. I have had
emails, phone calls and
people asking me in person
about the City of Locust
Grove and the Locust Grove
Area Chamber  of Com-
merce. I think there is some
confusion with these two
completely different groups.

Questions about your wa-
ter bill, the police depart-
ment, city streets, parks,
flooding, run down proper-
ties that need to be con-
demned, the vandalism in
town, night security, etc....
call the City of Locust 
Grove. These type of issues
are not the chamber’s re-
sponsibility.

Questions about events

going on in our town, like
Founders Day, the circus,
craft shows, the Christmas
parade and other Christmas
events, or if your business
is new and you want a rib-
bon cutting, or you are hav-
ing an event to promote
your business... then yes,
contact the Locust Grove
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

So many people think the
Chamber is part of the City
office and we are not.  We are
our own group. We are made
up of community
voluunteers, as well as about
six board members who
work hard and volunteer our 
time to bring events to town.

 We do not receive a pay
check nor do we receive any
financial help from the City. 

Everything the Chamber
does is financed by member-
ship dues and donations. The
only other money the Cham-
ber receives is what we make
on events, and in turn we
have to pay our utilities, pay
for advertising and other
things that go along with
having an event.

We bring these events to
town for you to have fun, to
bring people to town to
spend money in our busi-
nesses, to help promote Lo-
cust Grove.

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is pro-
duced by the LGAA and will contain that
organization’s news, we also want to publish infor-
mation about any activities in Locust Grove that our
community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people,
or want to place an ad in the newsletter, please con-
tact Betty Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-
479-5617 (leave a message if no answer). The news-
letter can also be viewed at lgartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have
to edit for space concerns)  to the email address above.
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Covid stops LGAA meetings, events
With the high rate of new

Covid 19 cases in Oklahoma,
which is in the top 5 states in
the U.S. for number of cases,
the LGAA has stopping meet-
ing or planning events in the
effort to help stop the spread
of the virus.

Even the response from
members to an email about
possibly donating time and

artwork to the Pryor Art Sale
for their fundraiser drew little
response. Only two people
responded, one to help man
our table and a second to of-
fer a piece of art for the
sale.Hopefully, the near fu-
ture will provide us the op-
portunity to meet with one
another, and to get back in the
work of the LGAA.
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Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!
More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

(Story continues on Page 4)

Emily Ward, Senior at Lo-
cust Grove High School, was
named to the Oklahoma 4-H
Blue Award Group and the
Oklahoma 4-H Top Ten for
State 4-H Hall of Fame.

As a Top Ten member,
Ward interviewed for the
prestigious Oklahoma 4-H
Hall of Fame and was recog-
nized as a Top Ten member
at State 4-H RoundUp in
July.

She was also selected to
represent Oklahoma 4-H at
National 4-H Congress in
Atlanta in November; how-
ever, this year’s Congress has
been cancelled due to
COVID-19, so Ward will be
representing Oklahoma at
National 4-H Congress in
2021.

Ward was also selected to
serve as an Oklahoma State
4-H Ambassador for 2020-

 LG Senior named to state
4-H Hall of Fame, top 10

Remington Ward, 2019
graduate of Locust Grove
High School, is one of twenty
undergraduate students na-
tionwide named to the Intel
Growing the Legacy Schol-
arship Program for 2020-21
through American Indian
Science and Engineering So-
ciety.  The program includes
a $5,000 scholarship,
mentorship opportunities, a
paid internship opportunity
for the Summer of 2021, and
employment opportunities
with Intel after graduation.
Ward is a sophomore at
Oklahoma State University
majoring in Electrical and
Computer Engineering.

Ward also received the
Cobell Undergraduate Schol-
arship through American In-
dian Science and Engineer-
ing Society.  The Cobell Edu-
cation Scholarship Fund was
authorized by the Cobell

2021 and was recognized at
State 4-H RoundUp held in
July.

As an Ambassador, she is
responsible for making 4-H
more visible in her county
and across the state of Okla-
homa, maintaining relations
with 4-H alumni and sup-
porters, and helping 4-H
members tell the state and
national 4-H story.

Ward currently serves as
the Mayes County 4-H Presi-
dent, as a State 4-H Healthy
Living Ambassador, a State
4-H STEM Innovator, and a
National 4-H Healthy Living
Design Team member.

Her primary projects are
Healthy Living, Leadership,
STEM, and Family and Con-
sumer Sciences.  She was re-
cently selected to represent
Oklahoma 4-H as a delegate
to the Citizenship Washing-

ton Focus Presidential Inau-
guration in January 2021.

Ward carries a 4.0 at Lo-
cust Grove High School and
is enrolled concurrently
through Rogers State Univer-
sity.

She plans to attend Okla-
homa State University after
high school and major in
Food Science through the
OSU Ferguson School Agri-
culture while also complet-
ing prerequisites for Physical
Therapy School.

Emily Ward

Remington Ward named
to scholarship program

Settlement Agreement in
Cobell v. Salazar and is de-
signed to provide assistance
to American Indian and
Alaska Native students wish-
ing to pursue post-secondary
education and training.

Additionally, Ward re-
ceived scholarships for his
study of engineering for the
2020-2021 year from

Remington Ward



Locust Grove Animal ClinicLocust Grove Animal ClinicLocust Grove Animal ClinicLocust Grove Animal ClinicLocust Grove Animal Clinic
707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543 FAX
David Fleming, DVM
lganimalclinic@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri.

 7:30 am- 5:30 pm
Sat. 8-Noon

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

By Roxann Perkins Yates
Can you visualize a

witchless childhood or adult-
hood? Imagine never mim-
icking a croaky witch. The
Wizard of Oz, minus a witch
or two, sacrifices a fascinat-
ing story.

No Hermione, Sabrina,
Witch Hazel, Samantha
Stephens, the Weird Sisters.
How witless!

“Old Black Witch” written
and illustrated by Wende and
Harry Devlin is a classic
children’s book with a
charming, somewhat good
and bad witch who makes
blueberry pancakes.

Published in 1963, this
was one of my favorites as a
child. It didn’t scare, well a
little bit, but most worthy sto-
ries do.

Written and illustrated by
a husband and wife team that
were multifaceted artists, the
Devlins, parents of seven
children, were painters and
cartoonists. This is their first
children’s book collabora-
tions.

thrive, and, in the night, by
fire light, Nicky listens to the
enchanter’s stories.“Bats!”
‘she would say,’ “Bats!
Crickets! and snakes’
knees!”

Some of the illustrations
are black and white, others
are in color, always erupting
with energy.

A spoon adorns the
magician’s hat. A quirky de-
tail that adds to her charac-
ter and to the reader’s inter-
est. It’s appropriate for her
other singularity–making
pancakes.

When asked in an inter-
view what recipe works for
children’s books, Harry sim-

pes included on the back
cover–the epicurean
enchanter’s blueberry pan-
cakes and magic nut cake. A
chant for stirring the ingre-
dients in the first book follo

“Gobble dee gook/With a
wooden spoon,/The laugh of
a toad/At the height of the
moon!”

“You can make things dis-
appear just like Old Black
Witch. Put three pancakes in
front of any hungry boy or
girl and watch them go.” The
Devlins should know; they
fed a cluster of children.

In Old Witch and the
Polka-Dot Ribbon, witchy
woman’s deviousness con-
tinues. A culinary crime of
sorts occurs when OBW
steals Mrs. Butterbean’s
cake at the Oldwick cake
baking contest. What’s
cooking is that Mrs.
Butterbean wins every year
because she secretly em-
ploys a professional baker.
She and her husband are an-
tagonists in the last two
books of this series, but
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Snakes and Snails and Witchy Tales

In the book, young Nicky
and his mother, purchase,
sight unseen, a dilapidated
Oldwick home to partly
transform into the Jug and
Muffin tearoom.

For a hundred years, Old
Black Witch has the place to
herself until her new owners
invite her to hang her coni-
cal hat in the cobwebby at-
tic.

The Jug and Muffin is a
triumph partly because Old
Black Witch (OBW) makes
scrumptious blueberry pan-
cakes. To feed her despicable
urges, she reshapes a couple
of burglars into pet toads.

 The business continues to

ply said, “all things that chil-
dren like…broken glass,
messes, spooky houses and
witches.”

At a time when publishers
thought children’s books had
to be happy and safe, the
Devlins disagreed.

“They wanted what we
call ‘angel fluffs’–nobody
got hurt, nobody fell down,
nobody said anything that
wasn’t politically correct,”
Harry says in a 1992 article
in the NJ The Courier-New.

A lasting charm of this
politically incorrect comical
conjurer is her physical ap-
pearance. She’s plump,
stumpy, wears funky shoes
and a delightful near-smile.

Another appealing aspect
is that the reader doesn’t
know where the story’s go-
ing, but it’s going where it’s
going, surprising and amus-
ing the reader. OBW flies on
in a series of three books
including Old Witch and the
Polka Dot Ribbon and Old
Witch Rescues Halloween.

Unique to the first two
books in the series, are reci- (Continues on Page 5)



OBW’s cunning calls them
out.

She whisks the coconut
cake under her hat and flies
back to the Jug and Muffin
to pretend she had no part in
the mischief. When Nicky
gets home, he tells her that
her entry won a creativity
ribbon–a polka-dotted one.
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– Snakes, Snails, Witches continues–

(Continues from Page 4)

Though Nicky and his mom
notice the overpowering
smell of coconut in the Jug
and Muffin, nothing is said.

“Jumping Jehosaphat,”
OBW exclaims as she tucks
herself into her bed and falls
“into a deep, sweet sleep.”

Old Witch Rescues
Halloween is the third in the
series. Again there is a fracas
with a Butterbean, Mr.
Butterbean this time. He
wants to quash Halloween in
Oldwick.

Halloween’s biggest fan
sings, “Point your toe,/skip
and prance,/It’s Halloween/
and time to dance.” Her sing-

ing is interrupted by Nicky’s
explanation about
Butterbean’s edict. OBW
aims to cure the problem be-
fore the town meeting where
Butterbean intends to choke

the celebration.
Though she goes to his

house to confront him, Mr.
Butterbean locks her in the
attic.

 Losing her broom in the

process, a friendly black
crow soon brings it to her.
She breaks out and breaks
into the assembly with a whir
swish and squawk.

“The children shrieked
with joy!”

She saves Allhallows eve
for the nippers and the
grownups in Oldwick.

“My night–Halloween,”
she cackled. And then, as
though the sounds of the
night called, she rose into the
dark blue skies.”

Applauded by young and
old admirers, snakes and
snails and witchy tales be-
long in our attics, tearooms,
and other chambers of story
and memory.
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He was Texas’s youngest
lawyer at the age 19, and
was called “the silver-
tongued orator of Okla-
homa” by a Guthrie news-
paper.

Temple Lea Houston,
like his older brother Sam
Houston Jr., was saved by a
book.

Born in 1860, Temple,
barely knew his parents.
Both died by the time he
was seven.

All his life he was told
stories about his famous fa-
ther. Temple wanted to be a
self-made man. He had no
desire to exist in the shadow
of Sam Houston.

He was raised by his sis-
ter, and at the age of 13,
joined a cattle drive headed
to Dakota Territory.

Later he worked aboard
a Mississippi River steam-
boat.

As a Senate page he
learned the ways of politics
and how to become a skilled
orator winning him fame in
Woodward, Okla.

His shadow was just as
imposing as his father’s. He
was six foot two inches, tall,
with curly auburn hair, and

pale gray eyes. He had cha-
risma and flamboyance that
matched his dress.

Often he wore his father’s
saber pin and carried pearl-
handled pistols.

In an “Oklahoma Today”
magazine article by Jim Lo-
gan, Logan states that
Temple met his bride-to-be at
a party.

“I saw him across the
room, and he saw me. I guess
it was love at first sight, all
right, for we were both gon-
ers,” Laura Cross Houston
related in a “Houston Post”
story.

Married on Valentine’s
Day 1883, Temple called his
wife “Valentine” ever after.

His oratory skills were
first noticed when he dedi-
cated the San Jacinto Monu-
ment to the heroes’ defeat of
Santa Anna.

“They will be here but a
little while longer...Cling ten-
derly to these old men, for
when they are gone, nothing
like them is left,” Temple

said.
He and his family settled

in Woodward in 1893.
Representing underdogs

was his pleasure. One such
client was a horse thief.
Temple promised the judge
he would help the man as
much as he could. Then the
lawyer and client had a pri-
vate meeting.

When the door was
opened after a time, Temple
was found alone sitting by
an open window. “Well,
boys, I gave him some good
advice,” Temple said.

His most famous case is
known as the “Soiled Dove
Plea.”

Minnie Stacy, a prostitute,
was unable to pay for repre-
sentation. Temple heard her
talking about her job/her
crime and agreed to counsel
her.

After only 10 minutes
with his client, he addressed
the judge and male jury.

“Our own sex was the au-
thor of her ruin...society has
reared its relentless walls
against her, and only in the
friendly shelter of the grave
can her betrayed and broken
heart ever find the
Redeemer’s promised rest,”
Temple said as he addressed
the jury about Minnie’s sta-
tion in life.

Huston was Oklahoma’s ‘silver-tongued orator’

YOUNGEST TEXAS LAWYER . . . Temple Huston, a lawyer at
age 19 was declared Oklahoma’s silver-tongued orator by a
Guthrie newspaper.

Gone, but not forgotten
by Roxann Perkins Yates

His client was acquitted of
the prostitution charge.

Temple had an ongoing
feud with rival lawyers, the
Jennings’ brothers.

Two of the brothers ac-
costed him in a saloon, a gun
fight ensued, and Ed Jennings
was killed. Temple was ac-
quitted of manslaughter
charges on a self-defense
plea.

All his life he was told stories
 about his famous father.

Temple had no desire to exist
in the shadow of Sam Houston

Not long after, Temple
was shot by an unknown as-
sailant. The bullet anchored
in a book of the territorial
statutes in his breast pocket,
and saved his life.

Distant cousin Temple is
buried in Woodward. He
died of a brain hemorrhage
when he was 45 years old
and before Oklahoman be-
came state number 46.
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LUCKY TURTLE FOR
LUCKY WINNER . . . This
small bronze piece by Willard
Stone will be raffled off  in a
fund-raiser to help renovate
the building of the new Willard
Stone Museum. Markings on
the turtle’s back include a rain
cloud for prosperity, a moun-
tain for strength, a turkey track

of plenty of game, the
thunderbird that is the sacred
carrier of happiness. The turtle
itself brings luck.
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$20

HISTORIC BANK BUILDING . . . The first step has been taken
in the process to find a new home for the Willard Stone Museum
with the purchase of the building which housed the first bank in
Locust Grove in 1912. Now an architect has been hired and
plans are moving forth in the renovation of the inside of the
building.

ARCHTECT’S VIEW . . .Maintaining the look of the original,
this architect’s drawing depicts the look of the new Willard Stone
Museum on the north-east corner of Broadway and Ross Streets.
Work is already taking place on the renovation of the interior as
further fundraising plans are ongoing to raise money for the
creation of a first class museum to honor the hometown artist.


