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For the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry 2020 exhibit,
the museum has commissioned artist Bryan Nicholaus Grey
to transform the museum with murals and other artwork re-
lated to the theme of the 19th Amendment Centennial.

Grey will be staying at the Poet’s Retreat next to the mu-
seum for most of January, as he works on the project. He has
stayed at the Retreat before, which is where ROMP director
Shaun Perkins first met him.

“He used to come here each May to help friends who had
a rock and roll boutique at Rocklahoma. One time he drew a
mural on the big chalkboard in the retreat living room, and I
thought, Wow. We need more of this,” Perkins said.

Specifically, Perkins commissioned him right away to cre-
ate a new logo for the museum. The green and yellow ROMP
logo with the railroad “poetry crossing” sign and scissortail
flycatcher on top is Grey’s work.

Grey stays busy in his hometown of Columbus, Ohio,
doing murals, usually in chalk, at businesses and for organi-
zations all over the city. He has also done a variety of com-
mission work for private homes. He specializes in chalk-

Tulsa poet, actor, and
workshop leader Deborah
Hunter will be one of the
performers at the opening
celebration for the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry’s 2020 exhibit in
February. Hunter will per-
form as the 19th century ac-
tivist Sojourner Truth on
Feb. 28 and 29 during events
at the museum and also in
downtown LG.

Hunter has been an Artist
in Residence with the Okla-
homa Humanities Council,
the Oklahoma Arts Council
and the Arts and Humanities
Council of Tulsa. She has
performed in numerous
plays and also wrote and di-

Tulsa actor to portray Sojourner Truth
during Locust Grove opening event

Deborah Hunter
rected a one-woman perfor-
mance “Gypsies and Wan-
dering Minstrels.”

She has given poetry
readings and conducted

workshops across the state for
a variety of organizations, in-
cluding Living Arts of Tulsa,
Poetry Out Loud, Tulsa Youth
Ballet, Greenwood Jazz Fes-
tival and many others.

Hunter’s main objective in
her work is to help others
achieve healthy growth toward
self-empowerment, encourage
social and racial justice, and
promote the cultivation of in-
terest in and support for the
inherent value of the arts.

Sojourner Truth (born
Isabella Baumfree) escaped to
freedom from slavery in 1826,
and in 1828, won a court case
to get her own son back from
a slave owner, the first black

Ohio artist commissioned
to transform ROMP

(Continues on Page 3)(Continues on Page 3)

Bryan Grey

Lost City Magic
duo comes to LG

On Jan. 23, Thursday, you
won’t want to miss Lost City
Magic at Wonder City Cof-
fee. Bobby Neugin and his
son Jeramy Neugin are fa-
ther and son Cherokee ma-
gicians who use unique sto-
ries, illusions and humor to
promote their Oklahoma
heritage as Lost City Magic.

Come and go at the cof-
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities in
Locust Grove that our community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be viewed
at lgartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have to
edit for space concerns) to the email address above.

About  What’s Happening in LG
Public invited to Chamber meeting Jan 21

Editor’s Note: This column by
Locust Grove Chamber of
Commerce’s President Adele
Collette is part of a continu-
ing series.

Chamber Chat

by Adele Collette

Locust Grove

–Sojourner Truth–
(Continued from  Page 1)

woman to win such a case. As a traveling preacher, she told
people the truth of black lives.

Truth was an outspoken proponent of civil rights and equality
for blacks and women. She gave many popular speeches and
worked with leaders in the abolition and women’s suffrage
campaigns. Despite her efforts for others, Truth was often
homeless and penniless, but she made money by making cards
with her photo on them and selling them at speeches.

Truth’s voice was the lone black female one in the early
days of the women’s suffrage movement. Truth was a woman
of great integrity and vision and had an impeccable sense of
logic about the workings of the world.

Hunter said of her performance of Truth, “I won’t be pre-
senting the “Ain’t I A Woman” speech in the popular “slave
vernacular” version, but in the way in which she actually spoke
it. I will also talk about the way African American women
were treated within the suffrage movement. In every perfor-
mance I give I speak to truth and not to what’s popular.”

More information can be found about Hunter at
deborahjhunter.com. Information about the events in Locust
Grove where she will be performing can be found on the ex-
hibit pages for Justice Not Roses at ROMPoetry.com.

Happy New Year! I hope
all of you had a wonderful
holiday season.

Did you make lots of new
year resolutions? Do you
ever stick with them? Well 
I don’t, or haven’t until last
year.

Last year I said I wanted
to be a better me and do
more for myself now that all
my kids are grown. I hope
whatever you chose, you
accomplish. It’s  a new year,
a new decade, make it the
best yet.

I along with my Chamber
board members are always
trying to come up with

something new  for the com-
munity. Some of those ideas
work; some do not. I always
have ideas, but we are such
a small community and I do
not think they would go over
well.

That’s where you come
in. This year our events in-

clude Founder’s Day, The
Circus and Christmas fes-
tivities.

Do you have ideas? Is
there something you would
like to see happen?

Let your voice  be heard!
Come to our first Chamber
meeting of  2020 on Tues-
day, January 21, at 8 a.m. at
Wonder City Coffee.  You
do not have to be a Cham-
ber member to come to the
meetings. Come join us, see
what we have going on, let
us know what you think. 

We get overwhelmed
sometimes trying to figure
out what to do or bring to the
community, if it would be
something you would  like
or not. So bring us your
ideas. Let’s make 2020 the
best yet!

New ROMP exhibit
opens Feb. 28-29

LGAA members celebrate exhibit end
Locust Grove Arts Alli-

ance (LGAA) celebrated the
completion of the
Smithsonian Institute Water/
Ways Exhibit when they met
Dec. 11.

The seven-week exhibit
ended Dec. 7, and drew more
than 1500 visitors in a town
that doesn’t have thst many
citizens.

Two LGAA volunteers
manned the exhibit each of
the six days a week it was
open.

“We would not have been
able to do this if not for those
who voluntered,” said Betty

Perkins, who coordinated
the work schedule.

She also mentioned the
volunteers who set up the
exhibit and took it down to
send on to its next stop:
Mark and Kelly Palmer,
Jerry and Roxann Yates,
Shaun Perkins and Michael
Duck.

While the LGAA will be
fully active, members men-
tioned stepping back just a
little in its activities.

Two major projects held
in 2019 were the Big Read
Program which lasted four
weeks and brought Poet Joy

Harjo to Locust Grove.
Harjo was named Na-

tional Poet Laureate shortly
after her visit to our town.
She is the only Oklahoman
to be named to this, and also
the only Native American.

The second major project
was, of course, the
Smithsonian exhibit.

A third event included the
LGAA Art Show which
helped to finance the ex-
hibit.

Donations and a grant to
upgrade the VFW lighting
from the Cherokee Nation
helped provide funds.
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Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

(Continued from  Page 1)
fee shop anytime between
5:00 and 7:00 p.m. and en-
joy the Neugins’ close-up
street magic and mind read-
ing. The classic cups and
balls will be used along with
some prop creature effects
based on Oklahoma and
Cherokee legends, such as
Bigfoot, a stick doll and a
werewolf finger.

A Tahlequah Daily Press
article by Sheri Gourd re-
ported that before the Trail of
Tears, the Cherokee were the
only known tribe with magic
and that the Neugins  have
read numerous legends and
myths, with some old booksd

–Lost City Magic–
acting as a how-to manuals
for their performances..

“It’s a huge part of Chero-
kee culture. We want to bring
this back,” Jeramy told
Gourd. “Some of the legends
we found were real odd and
strange and we wanted to in-
corporate it into the magic
show.”

Souvenirs will be given to
those who assist with the ef-
fects. In addition, co-sponsor
Rural Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry will give a prize to
anyone who composes a
short poem based on any of
the magical illusions or leg-
ends presented during the
event.

More information about
Lost City Magic can be
found at the website
neugin.vpweb.com or on the
Instagram page at LostCity
Magic. To learn more about
the event, visit either Won-
der City Coffee or Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Po-
etry on Facebook.

(Continued from Page 1)
board art, fabric painting and
illustration.

You can meet Grey at the
January LGAA meeting on
Jan. 8, at 5:30 p.m. at the
LGAA office, 114 E. Main.
This special Meet and Greet,
will include refreshments,
and everyone is welcome.

“I can’t wait to meet Lo-
cust Grove peeps. I am go-
ing to immerse myself in the
installation. I have so many
visions in my head. The
space is going to be incred-
ible and jaw-dropping,” said
Grey.

To see more of his work,
visit his art page on
Facebook, The Art of Bryan
Grey.

–Ohio artist–

Things are typically slow
at the library during the win-
ter months. The occasional
home school teacher and stu-
dent may come in for an hour
or so during the week but for
the most part, it’s rather
quiet.

However, if quiet is some-
thing you enjoy, then the li-
brary is the perfect place to
be.

There you can surf the net,
search for your next read,
check out the latest DVDs or
get help setting up your Over-
drive account on your new
Kindle or Ipad. 

Have you been looking for
a winter project? Maybe you
have boxes of old photos that
need digitized for future gen-
erations.

Bring them to the library.
There you will have access
to a flatbed scanner that scans
photos up to 11x14 inches.
Also, you won’t have to fig-
ure it out all by yourself,

Marea or Shelley will be
happy to assist you. Bring
your photos and a flash drive
or scan to your email. It’s that
easy.

Even though our amazing
front desk/children’s librarian
is on maternity leave for the
next couple of months,
storytime will go on.

There may not be songs
and rhyming but we’ll have
plenty of books to read and
fun crafts for the kids to
make. We look forward to
seeing the kiddos every
Thursday, they are the high-

light of the week. If your
child is preschool age, come
see us on Thursdays at 10:30
am. 

Are you retiring soon?
Does Medicare sound con-
fusing? Attend a free semi-
nar at the library on Tuesday,
January 14 at 5:30 pm. A
member of Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance will be here to
answer your questions.

Follow the library on
Facebook @ fb.me/
LocustGrovePublicLibrary
or call us at 918-479-6585.
--Marea Breedlove, Librarian

News from the library . . .
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We have all your vaping needs!

K & D’s Vapor Store
202 West Main
Locust Grove

(918) 479-7977
Come VAPE with us!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

A slide show will be a part
of the opening celebration of
the Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry 2020 exhibit
on the 100th anniversary of
women’s right to vote.

The slide show and lecture
will be presented by Dr. Sunu
Kodumthara, an associate
professor of history at South-
western Oklahoma State
University, at Wonder City
Coffee on Feb. 28.

Kodumthara has taught at
SWOSU since January 2010.
She graduated with her PhD
in American History from the
University of Oklahoma in
2011, after defending her dis-
sertation entitled “Anti-Suf-
fragists and the Dilemma of
the American West.”

The slide show will be a
presentation about those in-
volved in the anti-suffragist
campaign in Oklahoma and
elsewhere. ROMP director
Shaun Perkins saw the pre-

College professor to present
slide show at Wonder City

sentation at Curiosity Fest in
Oklahoma City in 2019.

“Sunu’s lecture was both
enjoyable and interesting,
and she is such a lively, per-
sonable speaker. I knew I
wanted to see if she would
come to Locust for our mu-
seum opening. More people
need to learn about this
theme from people like her
who really know how to
bring history to life,” said
Perkins.

Kodumthara currently
teaches courses ranging from
American History To/Since
1877 and the History of
Oklahoma to 20th Century
America and Women in
American History.

 She has just completed an
article on the transition of
anti-suffragists into voting
advocates and is currently
working on a biographical
project examining the politi-
cal career of Kate Barnard,
Oklahoma’s first female
elected official.

For more information
about Kodumthara’s appear-
ance in Locust Grove, visit
ROMPoetry.com.

 The exact time of the lec-
ture had not been determined
at press time.

Dr. Sunu Kodumthara

Dr. Kodumthara helps open new ROMP exhibit
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Upcoming ROMP Contests
The Rural Oklahoma

Museum of Poetry (ROMP)
continually offers contests
with cash prizes for poetry
. . . and sometimes poetry-
related projects.

Currently, there are four
different contests that are
being offered that anyone of
any age can enter.

The first contest coming
up has a Jan. 11 deadline so
get writing. This a Comic
Book Hero Poem Contest
for the Pryor Creek Comic
Convention. The guidelines
are to write a limerick about
your favorite comic book
hero or superhero.

The winners will be an-
nounced and on display at
the Comic Con on Jan. 18
at the Mayes County Event
Center. Details about how
to write a limerick are at the
museum website.

The next contest is in
conjunction with ROMP’s
2020 exhibit on the
19th Amendment and the
100th anniversary of

women’s right to vote. The
contest is to make a suffrag-
ist doll out of any kind of
material, with a deadline for
entries of Jan. 25.

The categories include pa-
per/cardboard doll, cro-
cheted/knitted/cloth doll,
handmade dress for a Barbie
doll, metal/wood doll, and
clay/ceramic doll. There is
also a category for kids ages
3-12 in any medium.

This celebration called
Justice Not Roses also fea-
tures a 19th Amendment
Poem Contest, with entries
due Feb. 22. Poems should
be about the 19th amendment
or on the theme of women’s
rights or important women in
history. There are five age
categories and great cash
prizes in all of them.

Also, the Oklahoma Poem
Contest, which ROMP spon-
sors every year, needs poems.
This contest has cash prizes
and medals for the winners.
Prizes are given out each year
at Wonder City Wordfest at

Wonder City Coffee. This
year Wordfest is on April
11.

The Oklahoma poems
should in some way cel-
ebrate Oklahoma: its sym-
bols, people, land, culture,
etc. Each year, this contest
receives entries from all
over the state, and compe-
tition is stiff, but the re-
wards are also great. The
deadline for entries is
March 28.

Lastly, in May, ROMP
always sponsors a
Founder’s Day Poem Con-
test for residents of Locust
Grove.

The poems should re-
flect one’s relationship
with the town and its his-
tory and present culture.

Details about all of these
contests can be found at
ROMPoetry.com.

Entry forms are avail-
able online or at the ROMP
Rummage Store, which is
open, Wed.-Sat., 10:00-
4:00.

(Continues on Page 8)

By Roxann Yates
If you’re considering mak-

ing personal changes in the
new year, consider adding
some “un-busy” work to the
roster.

“It has become unaccept-
able to be anything but busy.
But beyond that, it has be-
come an unfortunate way we
keep from truly engaging
with each other, and with the
present moment,” Kate
Bartolotta writes for 
huffingtonpost.com.

Birds are silent, sunshine
is invisible, laughter is
muted, all the windows are
open on the computer screen,
but there’s not a calming
breeze because you’re mind
is on doing.

The body talks too. It talks
more and more the older you
get. Listen to it. The mind is
a bully. When the body talks,
it reminds you of the rest and
tranquility and comfy chair it
prescribes.

You love your family,
friends, and life. Love your-
self too. Think about what to
do for the love of yourself.
You can’t truly help anyone
(for long) if you don’t help
yourself.

Here are Courtney
Carver’s suggestions (pub-
lished at zenhabits.net) to
soothe the busyness afflic-
tion: “be unproductive on
purpose, only check email
2X per day, turn your phone

and computer off when you
aren’t working, help some-
one, do less, be more, stop
trying to keep up, measure up
or catch up.”

Un-busy your life in these
ways:

1. Stop blessing
busyness. It may win you a
medal or plaque, but it won’t
make your life whole. Frame
and display some pictures of
loved ones. Display them
next to the “Employee of the
Year” plaques. Which deco-
ration brings you more joy?

2. Commit to minutes of
aloneness. Listen to the tree
frogs and the nuthatch, who
sounds like he’s laughing at
something. Nature has a mes-
sage for you. Listen to your
breathing, the melody in your
living body.

3. Embrace the not-so-
negative “no.” ”No” is not
a bad word. But “yes” can be
if you don’t really mean it. If
your reply is the two-letter
word, just give a truthful ex-
planation.

New Year should bring some
‘unbusyness’ to your life
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They drink from dewy
leaves, eat veggies and fruit,
run quickly despite the as-
semblage of short legs, and
whistle when courting.
These woodchuck wonders
are great sleepers—hiber-
nating for three months and
dropping their temperatures
60 degrees in the process.
These mouse bears are be-
lieved to have the uncanny
ability to predict weather.

The most famous ground-
hog weather prognosticator
is Punxsutawney Phil. If he
appears on Feb. 2 and sees
his shadow, believers say
there will be six more weeks
of winter weather. If the
shadow is not there, spring-
like weather will soon ap-
pear.

This marmot meteorolo-
gist has been making his pre-
dictions since 1887 from
Gobbler ’s Knob in
Punxsutawney, PA. The tra-
dition grew out of the
Candlemas Day—the bless-
ing of the candles—obser-
vance of Christians.

Early German settlers in
Pennsylvania recited: ”For
as the sun shines on
Candlemas Day. So far will
the snow swirl until May,”
according to The
Punxsutawney Groundhog

Club.
Many believe the candle-

light brings blessings in in-
clement weather, during fu-
nerals, and at christenings.
Based on a Medieval super-
stition, people believed the
“Candlemas Bear” or
groundhog would appear
from their dens to check the
weather and light, as is re-
ported at brownielocks.com.

Speaking in
“Groundhogese” Phil tells
the Groundhog Club his pre-
diction. Proudly proclaimed
by the Groundhog Club is
Phil’s 100-percent accurate
predictions in the 125 years
of weather reports.

How could Phil be 125
years old? These people have
serious hyperbolic fun with
the celebration.

“Punxsutawney Phil gets
his longevity from drinking
the ‘elixir of life,’ a secret
recipe.

Phil takes one sip every
summer at the Groundhog
Picnic and it magically gives
him seven more years of life,”
declares the Groundhog Club
at groundhog.org.

Come galoshes or ear
muffs or sunglasses, life goes
on. But that “elixir of life”
would be gratifying in any
kind of weather.

PUNXSUTAWNEY PHIL appears every ground hog day (Feb.
2) to make his weather perdiction for the extension of the winter
water. And according to the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club, he
has been correct for 125 consecutive years.

Punxsutawney Phil to make
weather prediction Feb. 2

Predictions have been made since 1887

DECEMBER YARD OF THE MONTH . . . A multitude of blow-
up characters filled the yard of Kathy Hanna at 107 N. Locust
St. More photos are available on Page 7. -- Photos by Marea
Breedlove.
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December Yard of the Month
Photos by Marea Breedlove.
The yard of Kathy Hanna was
chosen for this month. Her
home is located at 107 N. Water
Street.



Page   8   What’s Happening in LG January  2020

$20
Rowland’s

Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Slackers Fitness

102 N. Hwy. 82

Open: 24/7

918-479-1790

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543 FAX
David Fleming, DVM
lganimalclinic@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri.

 7:30 am- 5:30 pm
Sat. 8-Noon

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.comPhone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

Uncanny tale from Alabama storyteller

Chronic busyness may
lead to chronic fatigue. Un-
busy yourself. Consider that
“the power of less” does not
mean “powerlessness.”

4. Entreat a helping
hand. Everyone needs help.
Family and friends expect to
help with busy burdens. Most
people are flattered that you
asked for assistance. All they
can do is say “No.” And re-
member “no” is not a bad
word. Some may say “Yes.”

(Continued from  Page 5)

–Get Unbusy–

This story first appeared in
Mother Earth News in 1987.
Storyteller Kathryn T.
Windham tells a strange, but
true tale about her Aunt Bet,
and we think you might enjoy
it.

Aunt Bet was postmaster
(she scorned the word  post-
mistress, considering it in-
sulting) in Thomasville, Ala-
bama, and she made two
round trips daily from her
house at the top of the ridge
down to West Front Street,
where the post office was.
She went down the hill early
in the morning to open the
post office, back up the hill
after dark when the mail
from the southbound train
had been distributed into the
rows of lock boxes in the
lobby, and she made a trip
back and forth in the middle
of the day for dinner. She al-
ways walked, said it was
wasteful to drive the five
blocks between home and
the post office. Besides, she

pointed out, you always saw
more if you walked.

As I said, it was on her way
up the hill to dinner one
noon, just as she was cross-
ing the railroad tracks, she
first saw the tombstone.

Aunt Bet walked over to
examine the marble slab, and
she was somewhat surprised
that she did not recognize the
name engraved on it. She, be-
ing postmaster, knew nearly
everybody in our county and
most of the folks in the coun-
ties that touched ours. The
depot was closed for dinner,
so there wasn’t anybody
around to answer her ques-
tions.

She walked up the hill,
wondering about the marker
and remembering its decora-

tions: scrolls and curlicues
engraved by some unknown
artisan. Aunt Bet never failed
to notice and to admire fine
craftsmanship.

While we were eating din-
ner, Aunt Bet told about the
tombstone, and we all put our
heads to thinking whose it
could be. Mother said the de-
ceased could not have been
a Methodist because she had
never seen that name in the
list of obituaries The Meth-
odist Christian Advocate ran
every week, and Daddy said
he knew some folks by that
name down in the lower end
of the county, but they were
kind of sorry lot and he didn’t
believe any of them could af-
ford a fancy grave marker
such as the one Aunt Bet de-

scribed. There were several
comments about “some poor
soul lying in an unmarked
grave” before the conversa-
tion turned to other topics.

I kept thinking about that
tombstone all the time I was
waiting for my rice pudding
to get cool enough to eat.
“Heat will cool if greed will
wait,” Mother reminded me
when she notices me blow-
ing on a spoonful of the des-
sert.
(Story continues on Page 9)

Tombstone in the Kitchen
My aunt Bet never thought

there was anything unusual
about having a tombstone in
her kitchen.

Now I don’t suppose Aunt
Bet ever planned to have one
in the kitchen, but when she
was walking home to dinner
one noon, she happened to
notice a tombstone leaning
against the wall of the depot,
right outside the
telegrapher’s office. Before
many days had passed, that
tombstone was lying on her
kitchen counter.
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As soon as I had finished
my pudding and had been ex-
cused from the table, I hurried
down to the depot to see that
tombstone for myself. It was
just like Aunt Bet had de-
scribed it, with a wreath of
roses and leaves encircling
the name and dates that iden-
tified the deceased, and doves
and lilies across the top and
down the sides.

I squatted down to read the
inscription near the bottom.
“Not Dead, But Sleeping,” it
said. That inscription both-
ered me. It still does. I meant
to ask Daddy what those
words really meant, but when
I saw him at supper time, my
mind was on other thing, and

cooking, decorating wedding
cakes or making candy mints
for the Research Club meet-
ing and such, the tombstone
was turned face up so the soft
icing or candy could be
pressed into the stone roses,
leaves and doves. No telling
how many wedding cakes
Aunt Bet created with gar-
lands of roses circling the
layers and sugary doves hov-
ering in acanthus leaves. Her
embossed mints and bonbons
were envied by every hostess

in town.
“Oh, Miss Bettie, how in

the world do you decorate
your cakes so beautifully?
Those doves and flowers and
all are perfect! And your
fancy mints! Will you, please
ma’am, tell me how to do it?”
aspiring culinary decorators
often asked.

“Well,” Aunt Bet would
reply, “first you find a tomb-
stone.” Then, if she liked the
suppliant, she’d part with a
few recipes.

I had forgotten about the
tombstone.

A few days later, Aunt Bet
telephoned from the post of-
fice to say, “Alf is bringing
something up there in his
dray. Please holler to Grover
down in the bottom and ask
him to come help Alf put it
on the kitchen counter.” She
hung up before I could get
around to asking her what
Alf was bringing.

So I walked out in the
back yard and called Grover,
and he and I waited at the
gate until Alf arrived in his
horse-drawn cart.

“Glad you’re here,” Alf
said to Grover. “I need a
strong man to help me un-
load the tombstone.”

“What?” Grover said.
“Tombstone,” Alf replied.

“It’s heavy.”
Grover didn’t say any-

thing. Alf tied his horse to the
fence, and the two men hefted
the marble slab out of the dray
and toted it through the yard,
across the back porch and
into the kitchen.

I held the screen door open
for them. They eased the
stone onto the counted,
rubbed the palms of their
hands up and down on their
pants legs, sort of wiping
away the feel of the thing, I
suppose, and then they
walked out to the street.

So, that’s how the tomb-
stone came to Aunt Bet’s
kitchen.

Usually it was turned face
down, its smooth side up, and
was used for rolling out bis-
cuit dough, chopping fresh
vegetables, slicing meats or
kneading fondant.

On those occasions when
Aunt Bet was doing fancy

Recipe that accompanied the story told
by Kathryn T. Windham is below

–Tombstone in the Kitchen–
(Continued from  Page 8)

Floating Cloud Biscuits
2 cups flour
4 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. sugar
¼ tsp. salt

½ cup shortening
2/3 cup milk
1 beaten egg

Sift dry ingredients together. Cut in shortening until mix-
ture resembles coarse crumbs. Combine milk and egg and
add to mixture; stir with fork to mix.

Knead gently on floured tombstone (plain side), roll out
¾-inches thick, and bake on ungreased baking sheet at 450
degrees for about 12 minutes, or until lightly brown. Waste
no time getting biscuits to folks at the dinner table, and have
plenty of butter and homemade preserves waiting.
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By Shaun Perkins
A lot of folks think all

Wonder City Coffee has is
coffee. Well, we are a coffee
shop, and it is awesome cof-
fee—but there’s more! We
have a wide variety of past-
ries and work from a small
kitchen, where we also offer
one lunch item a day and a
brunch item on Saturday.

Every Sunday or Monday,
the week’s menu is posted on
Facebook, or you can always
call (479-2885) and ask what
we are serving. We like to
make different sandwiches
and soups, and our hallmark
items are our chicken salad
sandwich, which has white
meat chicken, cranberries,
apples, celery, almonds, on-

ion and great seasoning.
Our other popular items

are Frito chili pie with my
secret chili recipe and ground
beef stew. The stew sold out
recently within an hour and
a half at lunch time, so we
will be making it fairly regu-
larly during the winter
months.

If you would like to make
some at home, you can give
it a try, but I just wing this
thing, folks, so this isn’t
much of a recipe. I start by
boiling some potatoes, celery
and carrots, not too long, just
enough to take the raw edge
off the veggies. If you have
leftover baked potatoes, they
are excellent for this, and, of
course, you don’t need to

cook them.
While that’s working, I

brown some ground beef
with a good yellow onion or
two. Cooking the onion with
the beef adds to the onion’s
flavor when you add it to the
broth. When the meat and
veggies are done, combine
them together and add other
things you like.

I add green beans and
corn, but peas are also good,
if you want. Add in the kind
of tomato mixture you would
like. I find a couple of cans
of Rotel and maybe a bit of
tomato sauce or even ketchup
is good. You can also add a
little chicken broth for more
flavor.

To season, add salt and
pepper and some basil or
oregano. I also like to add
Old Bay Seasoning and a bit
of Greek seasoning or garlic
powder. If you have fresh
thyme, that’s a great addition.

This stew is great with
crackers or cornbread. I make
cornbread with yellow corn-
meal and buttermilk. You can
use the recipe on the corn-
meal package. If it calls for
sugar, that’s up to you. Some
like their cornbread a little
sweet, and some don’t.

Like a lot of stews, I find
this one is best made the
night before so all the ingre-
dients can really comingle
before heating it up the next
day. Enjoy!

From the Wonder City Coffee kitchen

DELICIOUS. . . Shaun’s Hamburger Stew is shown above and
the recipe is in the story.
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Cameraman wins Oscar on ‘Quiet Man’
By Roxann Perkins Yates

He was the only cinema-
tographer to win an Oscar as
a second unit cameramen for
the 1952 film “The Quiet
Man.”

But before his career in
film, Archie J. Stout was a
forest ranger who loved the
view of the wide outdoors.
This perceptive eye naturally
drew him to the world
through a camera lens.

He also loved to travel. In
his youth he took jobs in ho-
tel management in Japan and
Hawaii. Born in 1886, pater-
nal cousin Archie began his
film career until the 1910s.

Credited with working on
more than 500 films, Archie
first worked with Mack
Sennett (actor, director and
producer) in 1914 who was
filming a comedy in which a
pelican pecked at the rear end
of actress Louise Fazenda.

 Archie was hired as a rep-
resentative from the fish and
game commission to oversee
the shoot.

This led to Archie being
hired to do background cam-
era work. By 1923 he was
working with Cecil B.
DeMille. When DeMille was
viewing the shots one day, a
fuzzy scene appeared.

“Who made that shot?”

said DeMille.
“I did. But it came out

that way because my cam-
era was out of focus,” said
Archie.

This led to an uproarious
laugh from DeMille be-
cause no cameraman ever
wanted to admit to a bad
shot. This led to his work
on “The Ten Command-
ments.”

Eventually he began
working with John Ford
and shot many films star-
ring John Wayne.

His only child, Junius,
was a cameraman em-
ployed by Ford during
World War II to film the
Normandy landings.

His unarmed airplane
was shot down, when the

beauty of her features, so he
went back to the Dutch mas-
ter for help.

So Stout allowed no
“straight flat light to flood
Miss Brent’s features, but
kept the illumination to the
right or left or above.” In this
way he was able to keep the
portrait appearance of the
actress.

In 1933 Archie was em-
ployed by producer Paul
Malvern for John Wayne’s
“Riders of Destiny” and “Star
Packer.”

He was the finest exterior
cameraman ever
born...These films are beau-
tiful to look at,” Malvern
said.

Wayne was enthusiastic
about Archie’s work too. He
was chief cinematographer
for Wayne’s production com-
pany Batjac.

Because Archie’s shots of
the Irish countryside, a beau-
tiful, pastoral setting, in “The
Quiet Man,” the studio shots
are in complete contrast,
lacking, the beauty of the
Emerald Isle.

The diminutive Barry
Fitzgerald commands a
grand, comic performance as
a matchmaker between John
Wayne and Maureen O’Hara.
He, too, is an Oscar winner.
In the photo, distant cousin
Archie and Fitzgerald take a
break during filming.

glint of the camera spooked
the Germans. He was only 34
years old.

In the 1920s, Archie car-
ried a wedding picture of his
wife, framed and attached to
his camera. While filming
actress Nancy Carroll, he
points to the photo in a pub-
licity shot.

The photo was quite the
traveler. Once it fell from a
plane as Archie was shooting
San Quinton. A guard mailed
it to him a week later. An-
other time he was filming a
bull fight in Mexico City

Gone, but not forgotten

when the bull took after him
and his camera. The bull left
a piercing in the photo as a
reminder.

He was researcher in per-
fecting lighting. Archie stud-
ied Rembrandt’s paintings.
He was intrigued by the
Dutch master’s lighting of
the face and throwing
shadow on the rest of the
face.

In a 1929 article discuss-
ing Archie’s use of lighting,
he was experimenting with
the actress Miss Brent and
was not bringing out the

ARCHIE  J. STOUT and BARRY  FTTZGERALD

Stout was the first

movie cameraman to

shoot scenes out-

doors.
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‘Parnassus on Wheels’ entertaining short read
By Roxann Perkins Yates

Mom, sisters, and I once
imagined taking a mobile
book store around the state.
We owned Ruby’s Hilltop
Readery and decided Ruby’s
Roadtop Readery would be a
fun and quirky adventure and
a means of advertising our
stationary bookstore.

 It didn’t happen.
In Christopher Morley’s

1917 novel, ”Parnassus on
Wheels,” Helen McGill does
take to the rural roads with
her caravan of reading.

It’s a book about books—
the smelly ones, the touchy
ones, the treasured ones,
books with real pages to turn
by hand. Helen purchases the
bookmobile from Roger
Mifflin who says:

“Lord! When you sell a
man a book you don’t sell
him just twelve ounces of
paper and ink and glue – you
sell him a whole new life.
Love and friendship and
humour and ships at sea by
night – there’s all heaven and
earth in a book, a real book, I
mean. Jiminy!”

This is partly the story of
Helen and her brother An-
drew McGill. Andrew had
become a best-selling author
while Helen tends to a large
portion of the farm chores.
She is ready for change, and
the book road is her
out…”books broke up our
placid life” and set her free
from cooking, farming and
taking care of sickly Andrew.

Parnassus, name of the
Greek mountain home of the
muses, is a traveling, amus-
ing horse-drawn, covered
wagon, stocked with pans, a
stove, a chair, a table, a bed,
storage space, a lonely gera-
nium, and a little terrier
(Bock or Boccaccio).

Walled with a reading
rainbow of books, it’s a
quaint and inviting reader’s
way around the world inside
and out.

Accustomed to Andrew’s
frequent travels in search of
writing fodder, Helen views
the purchase of Parnassus as
a chance for independence.
“It’s what the magazines call

the revolt of womanhood,”
she says.

“You’re the skipper; you’d
better drive,” Roger says as
the two head down the road
of book turning. Roger, who
is better known as the Pro-
fessor, has agreed to go along
for a while (turns into a long
while) to show Helen the
ropes.

Helen learns there is more
to life than baking biscuits.

Peg, short for Pegasus,
trots down the road with
Helen at the reins. The Pro-
fessor has been peddling
books for seven years and is
anxious to get back to Brook-
lyn to write and peddle his

own.  Along the way, Andrew
pursues them, Parnassus is
stolen, and the Professor
does some jail time.

Destination stop— Love.
Professed by the Profes-

sor: “Helen, will you marry
me?...We’ll travel around
with Peg, and preach the love
of books and the love of hu-

man beings. Will you come
with me and make me the
happiest bookseller in the
world?”

Final destination—
Brooklyn and a bookshop to
share. The story continues in
the sequel ”The Haunted
Bookshop.”It’s a feel-good,
short read and so bookish.


