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See more photos by Bryon Totty
 from Wordfest inside on Pages 6-7

NEW COLUMN . . . Locust Grove
Chamber President Adele Collette
begins a new column about cham-
ber news in today’s issue. Page 2

(Continues on  Page 3)

As of Aug. 5 this year,
$2,410.52 has been raised for
the VFW Clean-Up and
Renovation Campaign. This
campaign by the LG Arts Al-
liance was started because
the VFW Hall will be the site
of the Smithsonian’s Water/
Ways exhibit this fall.

New lighting, clean-up
and bathroom renovations
are all necessary for this pur-
pose in the short term. For the
long term, the LGAA  is
partnering with the VFW to
acquire grants and more do-
nations for a total renovation
of the building.

Work on LGAA-VFW
Campaign continues

The LGAA wishes to
thank the many local artists
who donated their work to
the art sale. These include
Winnie Childers, Letitia
Keene, Betty Perkins, Shaun
Perkins, Ray Grass, Marea
Breedlove,  Kelly Palmer,
Roxann Yates, Sula
Richardson, Sandy Burford,
LGHS art students, Hugh
Callery, Jr., Mike Wheeler,
David Perkins, Sarah Coday,
Alysha Little, Jess Dinsmore
and Dean Majors.

The LGAA also thanks the
following for their generous
donations: Mike’s Whole-
sale, Andrea Key, Jerry Yates,
Linda Callery, Doug
Robertson and Hugh Callery,
Jr., and also the many people
who purchased art or who
made cash donations during
the BAMM celebration.

The VFW has been
cleaned and painted on the
inside, though electrical
work and bathroom renova-
tion, plus outside painting, is
ongoing. To help with this
project, please contact
LGAA President Jennifer
Henson, 918-530-1902. To
donate, see
LGArtsAlliance.com.

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance is proud to be the
host of the Smithsonian’s
traveling exhibit Water/
Ways and to offer activities
associated with it from Oct.
21 to Dec. 7,Locust Grove
was chosen by the Oklahoma
Humanities Council as one
of 5 towns in Oklahoma to
receive this opportunity.

The exhibit will be housed
at the VFW Building, 116
Broadway. Supplementary
activities, such as a Wonder
City Wonders Chautauqua,
lectures, contests, and more
will also take place during
the exhibition.

The LGAA encourages ev-
eryone, especially school
groups, to experience the ex-
hibit and the activities asso-
ciated with it. A Plastic Bottle
Art Contest and Water Poem
Contest are being held and
both include cash prizes.

Schedule of Events:
• Oct. 21-Dec. 7: Exhibit

is open to public
• Oct. 21: Opening Cel-

ebration w/Water-Themed
Karaoke & Awards Cer-
emony, VFW Hall, 6 p.m.

• Oct. 26: Rain Garden
Workshop w/Jeri Fleming,
Time/Location TBA

• Nov. 2-3: Blue Thumb

Stream Monitoring Work-
shop, Wonder City Coffee,
8:30-4:30

• Nov. 11: History of the
GRDA w/Justin Alberty &
Special Veterans Recogni-
tion, VFW Hall, 6:00 p.m.

• Nov. 22: Wonder City
Wonders Chautauqua &
Tellabration, VFW Hall, 6:00
p.m.

The Smithsonian’s Water/
Ways exhibition dives into
water–an essential compo-
nent of life on our planet, en-
vironmentally, culturally, and
historically. In societies
across the globe, water serves

VFW SHINES . . . Volunteers
moved furniture, scrubbed
walls and floor in first clean-
up day.

Water/Ways coming soon
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities in
Locust Grove that our community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be viewed
at lgartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have to
edit for space concerns) to the email address above.

About  What’s Happening in LG

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

Chamber Chat

by Adele Collette

Locust Grove

Chamber column begins
Editor’s Note: This column by
Locust Grove Chamber of
Commerce’s president Adele
Collette is the first of a series.

The Locust Grove Area
Chamber of Commerce
board decided to take a few
of the summer months off,
to take time to revamp. We
have had our monthly meet-
ings in the evenings, with
noon meetings every third
month. Our goal was to have
more in attendance with the
noon meetings; however,
that did not happen.

Our goal as the Chamber
is to bring people to our town
by having events, to promote
business and to bring new
business to town. We are
working on some new things
to accomplish these goals. 

I am the Chamber’s new
Reporter, in a way. I will be
going around to businesses
every week, visiting with
them about their business:
What they have, what they
specialize in, what they have
to offer the community.

I will also be reporting on
different events that our area
businesses are doing. These
reports will then be on our
Facebook page at Locust
Grove Chamber and also on
our website at
LocustGroveOklahoma.com.

Be sure to follow our
Facebook page for informa-
tion, reports and events. I
visited with two businesses
the first week I started, and
those reports have been
posted.

Another new thing the
Chamber is doing is the
Cash Mob. We had our first
one on Saturday, August 10
from 10-11 am at Builders
Wholesale (the lumber
yard). There were items on
sale during this hour along
with a drawing for $50. If
you are interested in having
a Cash Mob at your busi-
ness, contact me.

Our next general mem-
bership meeting, which ev-
eryone is invited to, will be
Thursday, Sept. 5, at 7:30
a.m. at Wonder City Coffee.
We will not have another
event until Christmas and
I’m hoping it will be huge.
Until then, the Chamber is
working with the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance on the
Water /Ways exhibit coming
to town in October.

If you have any ideas,
questions or would like to
help with events or become
a member, please contact me
at 918-530-8132 or at
junkjustified@yahoo.com.

Members of the Locust Grove Arts Al-
liance (LGAA)  will meet Wednesday,
Aug. 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the LGAA office
on Main Street.

In last month’s meeting members voted
to okay the $2100 bid  from  PSO   to help
refurbish the VFW building’s lighting.

Charlie and Letitia Keene brought a
painting of the Smith Chapel for the art
sale which LGAA will begin July 19. Price
of the painting is $200 or make an offer.
This sale will also be to help in the VFW
renovations.

The sale will continue until all artwork
is gone or October when the Water/Ways
exhibit opens.

Ray Grass described a painting he has
just finished for the sale. The painting is
of a Cherokee man in ceremonial dress.

That painting brought $175 and was
bought by Elmer Panther.

Betty Perkins brought a copy of the
Lindsey Mayes Bridge photo and a fabric
creation of a flag that looks to be flying in
the wind. She also has some smaller pieces
she plans too bring. The bridge picture was
bought for $100 by Hugh J. Callery, who
also bought a Pipe Springs photo by

LGAA to meet Aug. 14 at office

Roxann Yates for $100.
Other artwork that was bought included

a picture of an ocean pier by Sarah Coday
for $60,  3 pieces of small pottery by Sula
Robertson for $70, Alysha Little’s paint-
ing, $75, a donated piece by Mike Wheeler
went for $50.

Also, Dean Major’s photo of the Iwo
Jima Memorial sold for $75 to Rhonda
Houser who plans to hang it in her class-
room. Winnie Childers’ painting $30.

Yates’ photo of Pipe Springs was sold
three times and LGAA is still taking or-
ders for this 8 x 20-inch acrylic artwork.

Donations were also received from
Hugh Callery, Linda Callery, Doug and
Sula Robertson, Kelly Palmer, Jerry Yates,
Andrea Key, Mike’s Wholesale, and
Steuben.

BANNER UP . . . The
Water/Ways flag flies
below the Stars and
Stripes at the VFW
Hall which will host
the Smithsonian ex-
hibit beginning in Oc-
tober. Arts sales will
help with the work.
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FIRE FIGHTERS BENEFIT. . . Locust Grove Fire Department
Chief Ray Vaughn, left, accepts a check for $424 from Amanda
Walsh with Mike’s Wholesale. The check represents a portion
of the amount the store employees raised with a fireworks stand
in July. The store also presented the Locust Grove Arts Alliance
an equal amount for its current fundraising to help renovate
the VFW building.

LGAA DONATION . . . Amanda Walsh, center, with Mike’s
Wholesale, presents a check to Marea Breedlove, vice presi-
dent of the Locust Grove Arts Alliance, and to Shelley Horton,
secretary of the organization. The business operated a fireworks
stand during the holiday and presented donation checks to LGAA
and the LG Fire Department from its proceeds.

(Continued from  Page 1)
as a source of peace and con-
templation. Many faiths re-
vere water as a sacred sym-
bol. Authors and artists are
inspired by the complex char-
acter of water – a substance
that is seemingly soft and
graceful that is yet a power-
ful and nearly unstoppable
force.

Water also plays a practi-
cal role in American society.
The availability of water af-
fected settlement and migra-

tion patterns. Access to wa-
ter and control of water re-
sources have long been a cen-
tral part of political and eco-
nomic planning.

Human creativity and re-
sourcefulness provide new
ways of protecting water re-
sources and renewing respect
for the natural environment.

If you would like to get
involved with this exhibit in
any capacity, please contact
LGAA President & Water/
Ways project director Jenni-

fer Henson, jenniferh@rae-
corp.com, 918-530-1902, or
Water/Ways site coordinator
Shaun Perkins,
okiestoryteller@gmail.com,
918-864-9152.

For more information
about the exhibit and the ac-
tivities, visit
LGArtsAlliance.com.

Water/Ways has been
made possible in Locust
Grove, Oklahoma, by Okla-
homa Humanities.

– Water/Ways–

By Roxann Perkins Yates
Coloring books focus the

brain on the present, on the
pleasures of art. One such
book “for the ages,” Wildlife
Coloring Book by Oklahoma
Artist Willard Stone, is a col-
lection of animal sketches by
Locust Grove’s illustrious
sculptor and wood carver.

In her mission to education
children about the preserva-
tion and care of wildlife,
Linda Stone Callery, Stone’s
daughter, has compiled her
father’s depictions of animals
in a coloring book priced at
$20. His personal stories and
educational information
about each animal is included
in the 17-page book filled
with beavers, birds, bears,
and more.

After years of being a re- (Continues on  Page 7)

‘Wing It’ group features
Willard Stone coloring book

habilitator, docent, and vol-
unteer at the Tulsa Zoo,
Callery and other friends of
the Tulsa Zoo were instru-
mental in forming “Wing It”
(Wildlife in need in Tulsa)
under the Tulsa Audubon
Society’s 501c-3 nonprofit
organization in an effort to
offset costs of rehabbing,”
Callery said.

Stone, too, supported the
Tulsa Zoo and designed the
bear grottos “to resemble
Oklahoma native rocks and
ledges,” according to the
Tulsa Zoo Facebook pagThe
simple, harmonious lines that
characterized modern art
were used in what were at the
time considered cutting-edge
habitats, creating landscapes
for the animals and visitors
to enjoy.

Callery, an artist, herself,
who works with different
mediums, carefully chose her
father’s animal portrayals for
the coloring book.

“I thought that a coloring
book would be a great way
to raise money for our mu-
seum and the wildlife. I
picked out some of my favor-

“We are on the steps to having a working animal control
program with the acquisition of a K9 vehicle and poten-
tially partnering with a rescue outside Locust Grove to help
the current animals at large situation. For any questions, I
can be reached Tuesday-Friday, 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 479-5253.”

Locust Grove Police Chief Kasey Shaver

Chief hopes to curb animal control problem
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Artwork showcased
at LGAA Gallery
through September

The Locust Grove Arts Alliance members will showcase
their work from July through September in the Wilma Cowan
Building/LGAA office. All items will be for sale to help with
the renovation of the VFW Hall.

If you are not a member of LGAA, consider joining and
participating in this show of local talent. You can join the
group and pay yearly dues of $20 at lgartsalliance.com. Forms
are also available in the office and at Wonder City Coffee.

This is a multimedia show with various forms of art.
The office will be open for viewing of the pieces. The

show will last until all art is sold or the end of September.
For more information, contact Roxann Yates at

roxannperkins@gmail.com.

LOCAL ARTIST Sula
Robertson donated this piece
of artwork for the sale.  She
also does pottery, but unfortu-
nately (but it’s a good thing for
us)  all her pieces have sold.
This artwork can be seen at the
LGAA Gallery.

CEILING TILE ART . . . Robert Potts shows the paintings he and his wife Sarah did for display
in the ceiling of the LGAA Gallery at 114 E. Main.

HISTORIC SCENES. . . Both this picture of the old Lindsay
Mayes Bridge, above, and Pipe Springs Park, right, are avail-
able to be ordered from the LGAA in its current sale of artwork
to help with the renovation of the VFW Hall. The bridge was
built by the WPA in 1935, and more than forty years later it was
replaced by the current concrete one. Pipe Springs has been a
popular spot for years. Not only was it a part of a Civil War
battle, but also supplied the town when water was needed.
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The Wonder City has a tradition of raising amazing art-
ists, and one day, it will be nice to see that tradition on dis-
play throughout town. Ray Grass will be starting on the new
town mural at Foreman’s Auto Supply, Matt Foreman will
be creating a metal sculpture of a ship to be a temporary
piece at the downtown burned corner, and other public
projects are in the works.

If you have a building or wall in town that you’d like to
have a mural on, I bet there is an artist who will put one
there. Call Jennifer Henson, 530-1902 to donate your space!

Sarah and Robert Potts recently contributed to the ceiling
tile artwork in the LGAA office. Both of these pieces should
be on murals in town. Robert shared a description of his
painting, which shows how art is more than art.

“The Far Rider is about an inner struggle of spirit and
flesh, a transformation of a person as they seek God and go
deep into themselves to root out all the negative selfish pride
and fear to trust God, and as they go and ask the holy spirit
to lead, he goes before us to shine light that we may be trans-
formed from the former into a new creation.”

LG could be town
of artistic murals

MURAL LOST . . . This portion of the mural of the town’s his-
tory was lost in the fire that destroyed three buildings. It shows
the town’s founder, O.W. Killam and a portion of the Trail of
Tears. This mural is going to be recreated just across the street
was its original spot on the Rob Foreman building. Artist Ray
Grass has made plans to recreate the mural there. Another mural
is to be painted on screens in the VFW building which will de-
pict local water ways in conjunction with the Smithsonian ex-
hibit Water/Ways coming in October. New member Matt Fore-
man and Grass will work on this mural.

Volunteers needed for LGAA exhibit
The Locust Grove Arts

Alliance (LGAA) is seeking
volunteers to help with the
Smithsonian exhibit Water/
Ways coming in October.

The volunteers are asked
to work one day a week for
the seven weeks the exhibit
will be in Locust Grove.

Volunteers who have
signed up thus far are Shelley

Horton (Monday), Theresa
Mennecke (Tuesday), Sarah
Coday and Alysha Little
(Wednesday), Ray Grass
(Thursday), Kelly Palmer
and Roxann Yates (Friday),
and Marea Breedlove and
Jennifer Henson, (Saturday).

Booklets will be provided
with information given for
the volunteer docent.

Contact Betty Perkins,
who is coordinating the vol-
unteers, at
blperkins@sstelco.com if
you can help with this impor-
tant exhibit for our commu-
nity.

 Locust Grove is one of
only five cities selected for
the exhibit. LG is also the
smallest of those cities.

How Pipe Springs has been
important to Locust Grove

After posting the Pipe
Springs picture on Facebook,
these locals recalled memo-
ries of the natural wonder.

Hugh Callery has re-
searched the spring.

“In 1924, Pipe Springs
was conveyed to the town of
Locust Grove by O.W..
Killam to be used as a park.

“It was an asset to the
town, but also a liability be-
cause of the maintenance is-
sues.

“Over the decades, Okla-
homa has suffered a number
of severe droughts. It ap-
peared that the spring never
dried up.

“The volume of water
might go down, but it always
ran.

“There have been many
instances when this spring
provided the only publicly
available water.

“There are still witnesses
to farmers and ranchers who

filled barrels of water to take
back home for their families
and livestock in the early
1950s. Even now, people still
fill jugs of water at Pipe
Springs,” Callery wrote.

Janet McLain Lawson:
“During electric outages, we
go to get water for use. No
water for us unless we used
a generator. It has been a
blessing several times.

Donna Jean Davison:
“My grandparents  would
load up lots of containers and
get enough water to get
through the week.

“They had bad water -- too
much iron in the water, so
from Murphy to the springs
they went. When we got back
home, we drank from a dip-
per that all of us used.”

Joan Bennett: “Every
time my parents came to
town, they would drive out to
see if the spring was still run-
ning. I think they parked out

there when they were in high
school.”

Cathy J. Welker Gra-
ham: “Whenever my grand-
parents were over this direc-
tion from Pryor, they always
filled big water jugs and ther-
moses to take home because
it was such good water.

“I remember traveling to
Arkansas with them to see
family, stopping at the
springs and drinking that
cool water from a thermos all
the way there and back.”

Vicky Alberty: “We used
to fill up our travel trailer
with water from Pipe Springs
when my parents first bought
our land. We used to come
down on the weekends and
work clearing the land.”

Dessie Rogers: “My dad
would fill water cans to bring
home for us to have water
when our well went bad.
Never got sick, and it was
cold!”
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Chautauqua to be held
Nov. 22, at the VFW

The Locust Grove Arts Alliance will hold a Wonder City
Wonders Chautauqua event as part of the Smithsonian Wa-
ter/Ways Exhibit coming to town this fall.

Nov. 22, Friday
6 p.m.
VFW Hall
The event will coincide with The National Storytelling

Network’s Tellabration, an annual celebration of stories.
We are seeking people to play characters from our past–

Indian Territory and our town beginnings. Please consider
being a part of this show. Below is some history of the
Chautauqua movement, possible character choices, and per-
formance suggestions.

The Locust Grove Centennial Celebration book is an ex-
cellent source for research. The book can be viewed or pur-
chased at the LG Public Library.

If you would like to play a part in the event, please con-
tact Roxann Yates. We would like to have participants sign
up by October 1, 2019.  Email Roxann at:
roxannperkins@gmail.com.

History
Theodore Roosevelt said the Chautauqua was “the most

American thing in America.”
In 1874, John Heyl Vincent and Lewis Miller rented a

Methodist camp meeting site to use in the post-camp meet-
ing season as a summer school for Sunday school teachers;
this became known as the Chautauqua Institution and re-
flected a nation-wide interest in the professionalization of
teaching,”

Confirmed Characters:
O.W. Killam–town founder, Jerry Yates
Trail of Tears participant–Choogie Kingfisher
Pioneer Woman – Alysha Little
Emcee – Bill McCloud

Characters needed

Business pamphlet planned for Water/Ways Exhibit
As a part of the upcoming
Smithsonian Water/Ways ex-
hibit, the LGAA will publish
a pamphlet to promote Locust
Grove.
Those who have local busi-
nesses (also Rose, Peggs, etc.),

and would like to be included
should send the following in-
formation to
roxannperkins@gmail.com:
• Name of Business
• Phone Number
• Physical Address

• Website
• One sentence description of
your business or services.
We will include the information,
at no cost to the business, in the
pamphlet. No one will go door-
to-door to gather the info.

Don’t forget to drink water and get some
sun. We’re basically a houseplant with

more complicated emotions.
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In conjunction with Water/Ways, the Smithsonian travel-
ing exhibit, the LGAA is conducting an art contest that chal-
lenges participants to make works of art from plastic pop
and water bottles, instead of throwing those bottles into the
trash.

1st Place: $100
2nd Place: $75
3rd Place: $50
Three categories: K-5th, 6th-12th & Adult
Anyone from kindergarten age and up can enter the com-

petition, which will have prizes in three categories.
All entries will be displayed inside the VFW Hall during

the Water/Ways exhibit, Oct.21-Dec. 7.
Contest Guidelines:
•This contest is open to anyone.
•Bring artwork and entry form to Locust Grove Arts Alli-

ance, 114 E. Main or Wonder City Coffee, 118 E. Main by
5:00 p.m. Oct. 4, 2019.

•Email questions to: roxannperkins@gmail.com.
•If possible, email digital image of entry for use in pro-

moting the show to above email.
•Attach a note to your actual artwork that has your name

on it.
All artwork will be on display during the Water/Ways

exhibit at the VFW.
Waterways Art Contest
Water/Ways has been made possible in Locust Grove,

Oklahoma, by Oklahoma Humanities.
Water/Ways is part of Museum on Main Street, a collabo-

ration between the Smithsonian Institution and State Hu-
manities Councils nationwide. Support for Museum on Main
Street has been provided by the United States Congress.

Water/Ways was adapted from an exhibition organized
by the American Museum of Natural History, New York,
and the Science Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul, in collabo-
ration with Great Lakes Science Center, Cleveland; The Field
Museum, Chicago; and others.

Cash prizes available
in plastic bottle contest

“I’ll tell you what me scares me is plastic. Plastic bags and

plastic bottles and these things. Why does my water have

to be in a bloody plastic bottle? The landfill and the

ocean. And I don’t know, I’m just terrified with the

proliferation of plastic.”      --Helen Mirren

PLASTIC BOTTLE ART. . . Get your imagination into gear, gather up some used plastic and
create a work of art to help celebrate the coming of the Smithsonian exhibit, Water/Ways in
October. The exhibit will feature the winning artwork, and winners will receive a cash prize.
Categories are ages kindergarten through fifth grade, sixth through twelfth grade, and adult.
Cash prizes in each age category are $100 for first, $75 for second, and $50 for third. Entries
should be turned into the Locust Grove Arts Alliance at 114 E. Main or the Wonder City Coffee
Shop by the deadline of Oct. 4. A  blind judging will be done by out-of-town members of arts
councils and communities. For more information, send an email to roxannperkins@gmail.com.
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$20

–Willard Stone Coloring Book–
his early works on his mail-
box when his first supporter,
Grant Foreman, noticed
them and said Stone needed
to pursue his passion.

“Foreman and his wife
encouraged the shy boy to
enter his work in the county
fair, where it won three blue
ribbons. Stone recalled
Foreman’s praise, word for
word: ‘You show brilliant
potential talent. You must get
some art education. I will
help enroll you at Bacone,’”
according to the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame website.

At Bacone College, Stone
studied under Native Ameri-
can artists Acee Blue Eagle
and Woody Crumbo. At
home, with his wife Sophie
and the children, Stone’s
children became his art sub-
jects. Two of his sketches of
Callery are shown:

“I was a tomboy and saved
every animal that needed
saving. I   loved to climb
trees, throw green persim-
mons stuck on the end of a
stick, throw rocks at my
brothers when they wouldn’t
leave me alone. Dad bought
a set of boxing gloves just so
he could watch me box with
the boys.  When I was 10, I
was out milking the cow one
morning and found 10 baby
possums and raised them,”
Callery said.

In need of nurturing too,
the Willard Stone Museum
in Locust Grove has fallen
into disrepair. The Stone

family and other board mem-
bers are in the process of
forming a nonprofit organi-
zation to relocate to down-
town in the hopes of purchas-
ing The First State Bank,
built in 1913, to house the
museum.

“We hope to acquire the
second oldest building in Lo-
cust Grove…in this once
bustling community. The
renovation will return the
building to its original pro-
file and reveal beautiful
arched windows that will
flood the interior with natu-
ral light, and the original tin
ceiling panels will enhance
the overall old-time museum
atmosphere and ambiance,”
Callery, president of the mu-
seum board, said in a
recent Tahlequah Daily
Press interview.

Folks in Locust Grove
knew Stone as an artist but
also as the “local farmer who
named all his animals and
talked to his pigs, or as the
father of ten kids who all
went to the school,” as re-
ported by Regan Henson,
Stone’s grandson, for
the Locust Grove , Oklahoma
Wonder City on Grand River
100th Founder’s Day Cen-
tennial Celebration book.

Name the animals. Talk to
the animals. Color the ani-
mals. Just “wing it” and sup-
port a good cause.

To order the coloring
book, contact Callery at
lindacallery@att.net or

lindacalleryart.com. Inquiries
about the museum may be
emailed to
willardstonemuseuminc.com

ite sketches and wrote a short
infograph to go with each,”
Callery said.

Stone, too, revered the
natural world and showcased
it in his works.

“We have got to get back
to the good earth and the ba-
sic things. Our kids have got
to believe in nature and know
that all of man’s needs come
from God and the natural
things that surround us,”
Stone once said.

Stone’s work embodies his
love of nature. He was in-
ducted into the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame in 1970. Be-
tween 1969 and 1980 he won
ten competitions at the Five
Civilized Tribes Museum.
The Smithsonian Institute
and the White House exhib-
ited his work in the past. An
extensive collection of his art
can be viewed at the
Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa.

This master artist, who
died in 1985 at the age of 69,
is celebrated in many private
and public collections
throughout the country.

Though he mangled two
fingers and a thumb on his
right hand in an accident
when he was 13, this did not
deter his creative outflow. It
made him more determined
to create art of “the good
earth.”

Digging dirt and clay from
the ditches and creek beds of
home, Stone began molding
and working his art . He put

(Continued from Page 3)

. Museum donations may be
sent to P. O. Box 833, Locust
Grove, OK 74352.

ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE BOOK. . . feature Linda Stone
when she was a child. Stone drew illustrations of all of his chil-
dren and used many of their characteristics in his drawing and
sculpturing.
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CLASS REUNION 88-90 . . .The Locust Grove High School Classes of 1988, 1989 and1990
recently met with 21 alumni attending. Standing, left to right, James Pirtle, Amanda Brumley
(Martin Vance), Kelly Propst (Cook) Becky Gore (Cantey), Lisa Merrell (Montgomery), Chris
Ross, Tara Glass (Bennett), Joe Yoder, Troy Cunningham, Mike Ballou, Jessie Carney, Greg
Boney, Dean Majors, Shane Clark, Jayson Hildreth. Sitting, from left are Betty Curtis
(Richardson), Gina O’Canas (Newby), Beth Knott (Cooper), Valerie Horn (Howe), Kristie Jacobs
(McKinnley). Married names are in parentheses. The group took the time to remember three
classmates from 1989 who died in the past year: Jerri Dawn Knott, Michelle Arneecher and
Robin Lewis. –Photo by Vance Montgomery

Yard of the Month goes
to Bill & Shirley Koelsch
YARD OF MONTH. . . The
Chamber-sponsored Yard of
the Month honor this month
goes to Bill and Shirley
Koelsch on East Joe Koelsch
Drive. They have a multitude
of small garden areas through-
out their large lawn space. Be-
low, a couple of garden sculp-
tures anchor a small garden
within a garden. Also, below,
a large container is filled with
colorful blooms. The yard was
nominated by Alice Saffell.

LGHS TREASURE CHEST . . . In the first of a series, the newsletter looks at the book published
66 years ago. The soft cover and senior officers, along with their class sponsors, Bill Calloway
and Gordonna Akers, are shown. Note the hamdwritten names and the typewriter print.

ONCE UPON A TIME
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The LGAA coordinated
with the Blue Thumb orga-
nization in Oklahoma to
bring them to town as part of
the activities associated with
Water/Ways.

On Nov. 2 and 3, Blue
Thumb organization will
have training for new volun-
teers from 8:30 to 4:30 on
both days. The training will
take place at Wonder City
Coffee at 118 E. Main.

The training on Saturday,
November 2 will include an
introduction to the Blue
Thumb program and an over-
view of various ways you can
participate as a Blue Thumb
volunteer, with a focus on
volunteer education opportu-
nities.

You will also get to learn
about water quality, water-
sheds, nonpoint source pol-
lution and other topics
through a series of educa-
tional activities which you
can then use to educate mem-

Blue Thumb Stream Monitoring Training in LG

bers of your own community.
Project WET (Water Edu-

cation for Teachers) will be
included and all participants
will receive at WET activity
guide at the end of the day.
The day will also include a
visit to a local creek to dis-
cuss the creek’s ecology and
biology, including getting
into the water and looking for
bugs and fish.

For those interested in
monitoring a local creek or
stream, you will need to at-
tend this training for the en-
tire duration and also regis-
ter for the Stream Monitor-

ing Training, scheduled for
the next day in the same lo-
cation. 

Those who are not inter-
ested in monitoring but want
to be a volunteer educator or
learn about other ways to vol-
unteer or just learn about the
Blue Thumb program in gen-
eral, they  will only need to
attend this one-day training
on the 3rd.

The training on Sunday,
November 3 will cover all of
the monthly chemical tests
conducted by volunteers at
their local creek or stream.
There will also be a discus-
sion of the test results, what
they mean and what they re-
veal about water quality and
nonpoint source pollution.

The day will include visit-
ing a local creek to perform
all of the required stream-
side testing procedures and
then returning to the indoor
location to perform the
chemical tests volunteers

conduct every month.
For new volunteers who

have only taken the one-day
introduction to Blue Thumb
Training, this monitoring
training is mandatory before
you can begin to monitor
your creek.

All volunteers who have
been trained in the past but
would like a refresher course

on their chemical tests are
also welcome and encour-
aged to attend.

Please email
bluethumb@conservation.ok.gov
if you have any questions or
would to attend this day’s
training.

To sign up and pay for the
workshop, visit
bluethumbok.com.

STREAM MONITOR . . . A Blue Thumb volunteer visits the
stream she has chosen to monitor.

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris
This beautiful, illuminating tale of hope and courage is

based on interviews that were conducted with Holocaust
survivor and Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale)
Sokolov — an unforgettable love story in the midst of atroc-
ity.

In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a Slovakian Jew, is forcibly
transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-
Birkenau. When his captors discover that he speaks several
languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German
word for tattooist), tasked with permanently marking his
fellow prisoners.

Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses
horrific atrocities and barbarism — but also incredible acts

One of nonfiction’s
best books of 2019

of bravery and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his
privileged position to exchange jewels and money from
murdered Jews for food to keep his fellow prisoners alive.

One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a
trembling young woman waiting in line to have the number
34902 tattooed onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that
first encounter, Lale vows to somehow survive the camp and
marry her.

A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of
Lale Sokolov’s experiences as the man who tattooed the arms
of thousands of prisoners with what would become one of
the most potent symbols of the Holocaust, The Tattooist of
Auschwitz is also a testament to the endurance of love and
humanity under the darkest possible conditions.
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The Circle L Horse Rescue
is also helping town with dog
and cat problems.

Jonathan and Angela Mor-
gan, who run Circle L Horse
Rescue just south of town,
are a 501(c)(3) horse rescue,
but they have also started
helping with the stray cat and
dog situation in town.

They are currently holding
adoption events for the cats
and dogs. Find out when the
next adoptions are or go see
the dogs and cats (and
horses!) the Morgans have
and are taking care of at 7847
South 442 Road.

For more information, see
C-L Horse Rescue on
Facebook or look at the
website at
CircleLHorseRescue.com or
call (918) 964-9560.

Circle L Horse Rescue
helping town address
cat, dog problems

Angela and Jonathan
Morgan

GYPSY is searching for a
home. She is just one of many
dogs for adoption at Circle L.

“ You never know who
might hop in to visit at the
Rabbit-in-the-Hat Magic
Shop,” said owner Clark
May.

The truth is -- it was a kan-
garoo who hopped in last
month and stole the show,
according to May.

The baby kangaroo came
from Sycamore Springs ex-
otic animal auction. The two
zoo keepers who purchased
him decided to stop at the
Magic Shop on their way
home.

Kansas City magician
Ryan Fricke entertained
guests in the Magic Shop’s
Enchanted Courtyard.

One family from Edmond
said they decided to visit af-
ter reading about it in Atlas
Obscura.

Magic shop creates
hopping good time
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Mayes County 4-H mem-
bers attended Oklahoma
State 4-H RoundUp at Okla-
homa State University July
24-26.

Attending from Mayes
County were Samantha
Robinson, Jessie Robinson,
Kaden Rhodes, Jimmy Vich,
Remington Ward, and Emily
Ward, all from Locust Grove
4-H Club.

While at RoundUp, Mayes
County 4-Hers presented two
workshops to their peers.
Jimmy Vich, Kaden Rhodes,
Remington Ward, and Emily
Ward presented a STEM
workshop on Makey Makey
and Scratch programming to
approximately 40 of their 4-
H peers from across the state.

  Then, Emily Ward orga-
nized a workshop on sewing
a charging station for a mo-
bile phone and was assisted
by Connie Guthrie, April

Emily Ward was named the
state project winner of the
Health and Fitness project.

Finally, Remington Ward
was named a Pickens En-
dowed Scholarship winner
for the Jakie Jones Memorial
Scholarship in the amount of
$2,500.

Scholarship recipients

Mayes County 4-H students win awards at RoundUp

Hauenstein, and Karen Vich
in presenting the workshop
to approximately 40 4Hers
from across the state.

While at RoundUp, sev-

eral Mayes County 4Hers
were honored with awards at
the Honors Night Banquet
and Assembly.

Samantha Robinson,
Jimmy Vich, Remington
Ward, and Emily Ward were
named to Oklahoma 4-H Key
Club.

Becoming a member of
Oklahoma 4-H Key Club is
an honor that only the top
10% of 4Hers in Oklahoma
ever receive.

Additionally, two 4-H
members were named State
4-H Project winners for their
project areas, and each re-
ceived a $1,200 scholarship.
State project winners are se-
lected based on their submis-
sion of a state recordbook
and an interview with a panel
of three judges.

Remington Ward was
named the state project win-
ner of the STEM project, and

must be 4-H members, must
submit a state scholarship
form along with their state
recordbooks, and must be at-
tending OSU.

 Remington is currently at-
tending OSU College of En-
gineering, Architecture, and
Technology’s Summer
Bridge program.

 He was one of 101 incom-
ing freshman to be accepted
to the Summer Bridge pro-
gram, which allows partici-
pants to arrive on campus
two and a half weeks early
and participate in a rigorous
schedule of pre-engineering
classes, design projects, and
campus orientation events.

At the end of the bridge
program, participants earn
one credit hour for Introduc-
tion to Engineering and will
be better prepared to begin
the fall semester as freshmen
engineering students.

KEY CLUB . . . Emily Ward,
left, receives an award at the
July RoundUP in Stillwater.

SCHOLARSHIP. . .
Remington Ward was named
the recipient of a Pickens En-
dowed Scholarship and the
Jakie Jones Memorial Schol-
arship.


