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VFW AWARD . . . Pictured, from left,
Jim Niere, Coral Porch (state com-
mander) Steve Cole, Stephen Bell,
Laquita McCarter (state auxiliary
president) and Peggy Haake.
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Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance members will showcase
their work from July through
September in the Wilma
Cowan Building/LGAA Of-
fice. All items will be for
sale. Daily Facebook posts of
pieces will show the artistry
and price for bidders and
buyers.

If you are not a member of

LGAA, please join and par-
ticipate in this showing of
local talents. You can pur-
chase a membership at our
website: lgartsalliance.com.
Forms are also available in
the office and at Wonder City
Coffee.

This will be a multimedia
show with various forms of
art. The office will be open

to view the pieces. The show
will last until all artwork is
sold. This is a fundraiser to
help with costs of the
Smithsonian Water/Ways
Exhibit that will run October
21 through December 8 in the
VFW Hall.

For more information,
contact Roxann Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com.

LGAA summer art show, sale

By Shaun Perkins
The Locust Grove Arts

Alliance is in its 5th year of
operation, and in that time,
we have provided this com-
munity with a wealth of arts
opportunities for people of
all ages. We have hosted
countless events, contests,
and exhibits and sponsored
teachers, students and artists
in their work and education
and received several grants to
help us fund our projects.

In 2019, we received the
only Big Read grant in the
state, and we also won the
opportunity to be one of 5
towns in the state to host the
Smithsonian Institution’s
Water/Ways traveling ex-
hibit. We provide the only
source of printed town news
with our monthly newsletter.

VFW renovation campaign begins
We have been the proud re-
cipient of a donated building
for our office.

We are now partnering
with the local VFW Post
3573 to renovate the historic
VFW building and make it a
community arts and wellness
center for our town.

For the LGAA, this larger
space will make it possible
for us to provide the follow-
ing:

• Community theater for
both children and adults

• Meeting and event space
for community organizations

• Space for arts workshops
and presentations

• Functional space for trav-
eling exhibits

For the VFW, the remod-
eled space will make it pos-
sible for the post to rent the

facility for events that will
help pay monthly utility and
insurance costs, and it will
provide a clean, safe space
for VFW meetings and for
veterans to gather.

For the community, this
space can be a place for fit-
ness classes, arts workshops,
family gatherings and cel-
ebrations, get-togethers of all
kinds, office space, studio
space, and so much more.

In the short term, before
the Water/Ways exhibit,
which will be at the VFW,
opens in October, we hope to
raise funds to make one bath-
room clean, safe, and handi-
cap-accessible, paint all
walls, do extensive cleaning,
and update the lighting and
heat/air if necessary.

WHO KNEW. . . that when Joy Harjo was in Locust Grove as
part of the Big Read program April 25-26, that the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance would be hosting the future United States Poet
Laureate. Harjo received the honor May 2, from a spokeswoman
from the Library of Congress. She became the 23rd poet laure-
ate and the first Native American and first Oklahoman. Harjo
is shown above during a book signing and reading she did for
the Locust Grove community.                --Photo by Byron Totty

Joy Harjo is named
U.S. Poet Laureate

When Joy Harjo was here helping the community cel-
ebrate the Big Read, no one knew, even Harjo, that she would
soon become the most noted poet in the land.

“It was a pretty stunning thing to hear,” said Harjo, about
her appointment as U.S. Poet Laureate. “It was like a light-
ning bolt from one of our famous Oklahoma storms,” Harjo
told a reporter for The Tulsa World.

Harjo’s time in Locust Grove was spent visiting with book
club members who met to discuss her book each week, heard
her poems being read at the same time by about 50 local
residents, saw a drama based on one of her poems and cre-
ated by high school drama class students of Sherry Mills,
and gave two readings, one for high school students and the

(Continues on  Page 2)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities in
Locust Grove that our community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be viewed
at lgartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have to
edit for space concerns) to the email address above.

About  What’s Happening in LG

other for the community. It was a busy two days.
Harjo will begin her duties in the fall, starting with opening

the library’s annual literary season on Sept. 19. She will read a
selection of her poems at that time.

Harjo is a member of the 2019 class of Tulsa Artist Fellows
and is the author of eight books of poetry, including the one
read by local citizens. “The Woman Who Fell From the Sky”
earned the Oklahoma Book Arts Award, and “In Mad Love
and War” won the American Book Award.

Harjo is also the author of a memoir “Crazy Brave.” Her
next book of poems, “An American Sunrise, will be published
in August and grew out of Harjo’s tenure at the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville.

–Harjo is poet laureate–

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

(Continued from  Page 1)

–VFW Renovation–
(Continued from Page 1)
In the long term, we

hope to renovate the entire
building. With the help of
our patron Anchor-Stone in
Tulsa, we have started by
acquiring a structural
engineer’s report and  archi-
tect plan for the renovation.

These reports will be used
to help us apply for grants to
fund the renovation. We
would also like to raise funds
in the community.

Fundraisers are in the works.
In the meantime, please

consider donating any amount
that you can: online, through
the mail, or in person. All do-
nations are tax-deductible. Go
to LGArtsAlliance.com and
click on VFW Building Cam-
paign to donate online.

Mailed donations can be
sent to LGAA, 6620 S 4382
Locust Grove OK 74352. Do-
nations can be dropped off at
Wonder City Coffee, also.

On July 19-21, Friday-
Sunday, it’s all hands on deck
to spit shine the VFW build-
ing to prepare it for a
Smithsonian exhibit this fall.

The VFW Hall will host
Water/Ways from Oct. 21-
Dec. 8, a traveling exhibit,
which will have a variety of
activities associated with it.

The LGAA won a grant
from Oklahoma Humanities
to sponsor this exhibit, but
spaces for it in Locust Grove
are hard to find. We need

your help, plus, our veter-
ans deserve a safer and
better place in which to
meet each month.

The plans are to clean
everything, paint walls
and ceiling, carry some
items upstairs for storage,
finish remodeling one
bathroom and improve the
lighting.

If you have a group
from church or a sports
group or club or a big fam-
ily or just you . . . anyone

Swab the Deck Days
set for VFW clean up

can come and lend a hand,
and it will be appreciated.
College students, Cherokee
nation citizens and others
who need community ser-
vice hours: Now is the time!
The LGAA is a nonprofit
that can sign your paper-
work.

The clean-up starts at 8
a.m. Friday and Saturday
and at noon on Sunday. For
more information, contact
Shaun at 918-864-9152.

LGAA looks at VFW reno
Much of the June meeting

of the Locust Grove Arts
Alliance addressed the need
to renovate the VFW in
preparation for the Water/
Ways exhibit from the
Smithsonian this fall.

First on the agenda will be
to do a simple clean up of the
facility. A quote of $3,000
was presented by BIOS. The
group decided to reduce the
cost by doing most of the
clean up itself.

Public Service Organiza-
tion (Bridge Point Electric)
submitted a bid of $2,100 to
update the lighting with a
rebate of $160. It was de-
cided that this was a doable
bid for the LGAA.

A painting contractor

gave a verbal bid of $6,500,
but no discussion was had of
the members except to sug-
gest that members could also
do this part of the clean up.

Shaun Perkins said that
Stephen Bell, commander of
the local VFW Post, said
they would get the men’s
bathroom cleaned and refur-
bished.

The women’s bathroom
also needs extensive renova-
tion.

The group agreed to raise
funds to pay for the lighting
upgrade and attempt to do
the clean up themselves.

Community members are
also being sought to help
with this part of the renova-
tion. In related news, PSO

gave a quote of $550, with a
rebate of $44, to improve the
lighting in the Chamber/
LGAA office and to fix the
exit sign.

The group agreed to table
this PSO offer for the time-
being.



July   2019 What’s Happening in LG     Page 3

On June 11 the Locust
Grove Public Library kicked
off the annual summer read-
ing program with a perfor-
mance by Magician/ventrilo-
quist, Gary Ray Howell.

 Gary Ray, as he likes to
be called, entertained 30 plus
kids and their parents with
his unique magic tricks and
“talking” puppets.

The kids had a great time
and many of them volun-
teered to play along and be
his assistants.

This year’s summer read-
ing theme is “A Universe of
Stories” and every year the li-

brary tries to create an engag-
ing program within the theme
to keep kids reading during
the summer.

This year’s program in-
volves a list of weekly chal-
lenges to be done at the li-
brary. The challenges are
easy and can be completed in
15 or 20 minutes.

After each challenge is
complete, participants are  re-

warded with a special, one of
a kind, space themed button
created by Courtney Ritter,
the librarian.

There are 9 buttons total in
the challenge. Kids who earn
at least 7 of the buttons will
be treated to a special
“Space” party August 6 at 6
p.m.

It’s not too late to sign up.
Come to the library and   get
caught up on any missed
challenges and earn  buttons
and a lanyard to pin them too.

  The reading program
runs through August 3.

Summer library program
kicks off with magic, fun

NOODLE TUNNEL  . . . Grey Hanna fights his way through the pool noodles during a fun
exercise at the Locust Grove Library during the opening day of the summer reading program.
His mother, Kyra Hanna stands in the background.  --Photo by Marea Breedlove

SHOW TIME . . . Gary Ray
Howell, magician and ven-
triloquist, entertains some of
the 30 young people who came
out for the opening session of
the library’s summer reading
program. At left, a series of
nine buttons can be earned
during the nine weeks of the
session. The buttons were cre-
ated by librarian Courtney
Ritter.

“Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s
best friend. Inside of a dog, it’s too

dark to read.”
--Groucho Marx
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BAMM!, which stands for Burgers, Art, Music and
Magic, is a downtown LG event on July 19 that features all
four of those things and is partly being held to raise funds
for the VFW Building Campaign.

The VFW is going to be the site of the Smithsonian Wa-
ter/Ways exhibit this fall, and then in the future, the LGAA
has plans to procure grants to renovate the whole building.

Marcia Payne will have her brand new DJ’s Diner food
truck set up downtown. There will be an LGAA art show
and sale of member works of art. Tristan Cook will lead a
jam session that any area musicians can join at Wonder City
Coffee. And the Magic Showplace will have magic shows
going at the Rabbit in Hat throughout the evening.

The event is happening from 4 -9 p.m. But starting at 8
a.m. that day, the LGAA is asking for people to show up at
the VFW building to help clean, paint and do minor re-
pairs. Anyone who helps for at least two hours will get a
coupon for a free DJ’s burger that night.

The LGAA is in need of help in cleaning/repairing the
VFW and also funds for new lighting: The estimate for the
lighting upgrade is $2,100. These are urgent needs that must
be met in the next few months.

In the long term, the LGAA is looking for grants and
donations to fund the building renovation. For more infor-
mation, visit LGArtsAlliance.com.

BAMM provides
fun for a cause

BAMM JAM . . .
Tristin Cook will lead
 a session for area
musicians, July 19 at
Wonder City Coffee
to benefit VFW
renovation project.
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“I remember when I was
first learning to play and late
one night I was cleaning my
room and saw the guitar col-
lecting dust and I was moti-
vated to learn.  I keep dream-
ing about getting signed on
a record deal,” Nick Van
Horn, son of Steve and Sara
Van Horn, said about being
inspired to sing and share his
music with others.

That dream may come
true in the near future.

“Nicholas has been se-
lected to showcase his talent
in Los Angeles in front of
producers and record label
managers,” his mother, Sara
Van Horn.

“He will also be recording
a cover song and has been
extended an invitation to a
recording studio in Nashville
with a producer.

“We are super excited and
will be trying to get some
dates set to raise money for
the trips to Los Angeles and
Nashville, “ she added. “We
want to thank everyone for
your continued support
through this journey.”

Nick has recently played
at several venues: Los Cocos
in Salina, Tulsa Club Hotel,
and Wonder City Coffee.
One of is favorite aspects of
performing is watching

Nicholas  to take talent to LA
Van Horn receives call to record
cover song in LA, trip to Nashville

people enjoy his music.
“I’ll play a well-known

song, and they’ll start to sing
along.  There’s a guy who
comes into Los Cocos, and
when I see him and his fam-
ily come in, I’ll play ‘The
Ride” by David Allan Coe,
and he sings along with me,”
Nick said.

Every Tuesday and Friday,
Nick plays at Los Cocos from
5 to 8 p.m.

At the Tulsa Club Hotel,
performances are every
Thursday from 4 to 8 p.m.

A self-taught artist, Nick
spent many hours playing
regularly and learning his
craft.

“I learned a few riffs...you
know the ones everyone
learns like ‘Smoke on the
Water.’ I eventually learned
some chords and taught my-
self to play ‘Wagon Wheel.’”

His career path includes
music in one capacity or an-
other.

“I’d like to pursue music
as a full-time country singer.
If that doesn’t happen, I want
to be an instructor for vocal
arts or an instrumental music
director.”

Though he likes to listen
to “whatever I’m feeling at
the moment,” Nick also plays
it for others to enjoy.

SELF-TAUGHT . . . Sixteen-year-old Nicholas Van Horn will
be attempting to impress producers and record-label managers
when he visits Los Angeles to record a cover song.

The popular kids pro-
gram by Sarah Spurrier,
Juice Box Jams, will
happen twice in July.
Usually the 2nd Monday
of each month, this time,
an additional JBJ will be
added.

Join Sarah and her
kids and bring your kids
on July 8 and/or July 29
at 10:30 a.m. at Wonder
City Coffee for a half-
hour of music, stories
and fun, plus free juice
boxes and snacks.

Juice Box Jams
twice in July

On July 19, Friday,
Wonder City Coffee is
staying open later than
normal so local musicians
can come in and have a
Jam Session with Tristan
Cook. The jamming will
run from 7:00 to 8:30, and
all musicians are invited
to bring an instrument
and join in with Tristan.

Jam session
set July 19
at Wonder City

AT RIGHT . . . Sarah Spurrier leads a group of children in
a song during a recent Juice Box Jams. --Byron Totty photo
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$20

Local designer wins
final KC challenge

Latasha Duncan has won the second of four challenges in
the Kansas City Council Design Challenge last month

A graduate of Salina High School, Duncan has lived in
Locust Grove six years, and might have strengthened her
ties to this town by marrying Brett Cobler last month, so
June was a huge month for Duncan.

Last month’s issue of “What’s Happening in LG” showed
the first three challenges in the competition and her first win,
a piece using feathers,.

“I like to design both artistic, more couture, but also func-
tional, what I call my ready to couture pieces,” LaTasha said.
She added she definitely wanted to create pieces that make a
statement, “because life is too short to dress boring all the
time.”

The Kansas City competition was the first major contest
she has entered. Both of her winning pieces featured the color
gold which definitely predicts her future.

GOLDEN WIN . . . LaTasha Duncan won two of the four chal-
lenges at the Kansas City Council Design Council this June.

VFW, LGAA hope to renew
one of LG’s earliest buildings
By Sydney Schwichtenberg

The Locust Grove VFW
building is one of the oldest
commercial buildings left in
Locust Grove, but despite its
historical importance to the
town, the present-VFW is a
far-cry from its former glory.

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance hopes to bring new
life to the VFW building
through fundraisers, collabo-
ration and community help.

 Stephen Bell, the VFW
Post Commander, believes
there is a misconception
about the nationally-funded
organization.

“National VFW Head-
quarters pays us about $300
per year,” Bell said. “That
will pay our water bill for
about six months.”

Through the work of
fundraisers and the help of
the community, Bell hopes to
earn enough money to help
repair the building.

“The LGAA, Shaun
Perkins and Kelly Palmer are
working very hard to secure
grants that will allow us to
pay for the remodel,” Bell
said.

Shaun Perkins, the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Po-
etry founder, believes the re-
modeling will be a long pro-
cess well-worth the wait.

“This year, we need to first
clean it up, fix the bathroom,
and paint the inside to make
it suitable for the Water/Ways

exhibit coming this fall,”
Perkins said. “The next stage
is a first-floor total renova-
tion. The third stage is the
second-floor renovation.”

Despite the need for reno-
vations, the VFW still hosts
meetings and occasionally
serves as a community event
center

Bell recalled a fond mo-
ment spent in the building.

“On New Year’s Eve of
2005, [my wife] Tammi and
I threw a party to celebrate
my return from Iraq and our
wedding,” Bell said. “I wish
we could hold more celebra-
tions for people in the VFW.”

Through the help of reno-
vation, Perkins believes
Bell’s dreams can come true.

“This remodel will give
our veterans a safe, acces-
sible and comfortable place
in which to have meetings
and other events,” Perkins
said. “It will make it possible
to have an event space for
LGAA events and also for the
community to rent for fam-
ily reunions, weddings, re-
ceptions and more.”

Despite the run-down
building, there is still plenty
left to save from the original
framework of the  VFW.

“[The VFW is] reminis-
cent of a turn-of-the-century,
small town architecture,”
Perkins said. “It should be
saved and used for many de-
cades to come.”

The first money secured
came from Anchor-Stone, a
Tulsa rock quarry. The com-
pany is paying for the struc-
tural engineer and architect
reports.

“Since these plans are so
costly, the help from Anchor-
Stone is enormous and will
pave the way for getting
started on funding,” Perkins
said.

The VFW plans to host a
unique art exhibit as part of
Water/Ways, a grant which
promotes creativity through
the natural resource of water.

The Plastic Bottle Art
Contest challenges partici-
pants to make works of art
from plastic pop and water
bottles, instead of throwing
those bottles into the trash.
The artwork will be dis-
played in the VFW during the
Water/Ways exhibit, which
will run Oct. 21-Dec. 7.

“This is one way we want
to emphasize recycling and
reuse rather than putting plas-
tic in the trash. We hope
people will think about the
effect that plastic has on the
environment, and we’re do-
ing that through art,” Perkins
said.

To help the VFW make a
head-start, visit
LGArtsAlliance.com and
click on the website’s donate
button. All proceeds will help
the VFW return to its former
glory.
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Snakes, snails, witchy tales
By Roxann Perkins Yates

Can you visualize a
witchless childhood or adult-
hood? Imagine never mim-
icking a croaky witch. The
Wizard of Oz, minus a witch
or two, sacrifices a fascinat-
ing story.

No Hermione, Sabrina,
Witch Hazel, Samantha
Stephens, the Weird Sisters.
How witless!

Old Black Witch written
and illustrated by Wende and
Harry Devlin is a classic
children’s book with a
charming, somewhat good
and bad witch who makes
blueberry pancakes.

Published in 1963, this
was one of my favorites as a
child. It didn’t scare, well a
little bit, but most worthy sto-
ries do. Written and illus-
trated by a husband and wife
team that were multifaceted
artists, the Devlins, parents
of seven children, were paint-
ers and cartoonists. This is
their first children’s book
collaborations.

In the book, young Nicky
and his mother, purchase,
sight unseen, a dilapidated
Oldwick home to partly
transform into the Jug and
Muffin tearoom. For a hun-
dred years, Old Black Witch
has the place to herself until
her new owners invite her to
hang her conical hat in the
cobwebby attic.

The Jug and Muffin is a
triumph partly because Old
Black Witch (OBW) makes

scrumptious blueberry pan-
cakes. To feed her despicable
urges, she reshapes a couple
of burglars into pet toads.
The business continues to
thrives, and, in the night, by
fire light, Nicky listens to the
enchanter’s stories.

“Bats!” ‘she would say,’
“Bats! Crickets! and snakes’
knees!”

Some of the illustrations
are black and white, others
are in color, always erupting
with energy.

A spoon adorns the
magician’s hat. A quirky de-
tail that adds to her character
and to the reader’s interest.
It’s appropriate for her other
singularity–making pan-
cakes.

When asked in an inter-
view what recipe works for
children’s books, Harry sim-
ply said, “all things that chil-
dren like…broken glass,
messes, spooky houses and
witches.”

At a time when publishers
thought children’s books had
to be happy and safe, the
Devlins disagreed.

“They wanted what we
call ‘angel fluffs’–nobody
got hurt, nobody fell down,

nobody said anything that
wasn’t politically correct,”
Harry says in a 1992 article
in the NJ The Courier-New.

A lasting charm of this po-
litically incorrect comical
conjurer is her physical ap-
pearance. She’s plump,
stumpy, wears funky shoes
and a delightful near-smile.

Another appealing aspect
is that the reader doesn’t
know where the story’s go-
ing, but it’s going where it’s
going, surprising and amus-
ing the reader. OBW flies on
in a series of three books
including Old Witch and the
Polka Dot Ribbon and Old
Witch Rescues Halloween.

Unique to the first two
books in the series, are reci-
pes included on the back
cover–the epicurean
enchanter’s blueberry pan-
cakes and magic nut cake. A
chant for stirring the ingre-
dients in the first book fol-
lows:

“Gobble dee gook/With a
wooden spoon,/The laugh of
a toad/At the height of the
moon!”

“You can make things dis-
appear just like Old Black
Witch. Put three pancakes in
front of any hungry boy or
girl and watch them go.” The
Devlins should know; they
fed a cluster of children.

In Old Witch and the
Polka-Dot Ribbon, witchy
woman’s deviousness con-
tinues. A culinary crime of

sorts occurs when OBW
steals Mrs. Butterbean’s cake
at the Oldwick cake baking
contest. What’s cooking is
that Mrs. Butterbean wins
every year because she se-
cretly employs a professional
baker. She and her husband
are antagonists in the last two
books of this series, but
OBW’s cunning calls them
out.

She whisks the coconut
cake under her hat and flies
back to the Jug and Muffin
to pretend she had no part in
the mischief. When Nicky
gets home, he tells her that
her entry won a creativity rib-
bon–a polka-dotted one.
Though Nicky and his mom
notice the overpowering
smell of coconut in the Jug
and Muffin, nothing is said.

“Jumping Jehosaphat,”
OBW exclaims as she tucks
herself into her bed and falls
“into a deep, sweet sleep.”

Old Witch Rescues
Halloween is the third in the
series. Again there is a fracas
with a Butterbean, Mr.

Butterbean this time. He
wants to quash Halloween in
Oldwick.

Halloween’s biggest fan
sings, “Point your toe,/skip
and prance,/It’s Halloween/
and time to dance.” Her sing-
ing is interrupted by Nicky’s
explanation about
Butterbean’s edict. OBW
aims to cure the problem be-
fore the town meeting where
Butterbean intends to choke
the celebration.

Though she goes to his
house to confront him, Mr.
Butterbean locks her in the
attic.

 Losing her broom in the
process, a friendly black
crow soon brings it to her.
She breaks out and breaks
into the assembly with a whir
swish and squawk.

“The children shrieked
with joy!”

She saves All Hallows Eve
for the nippers and the
grownups in Oldwick.

“My night–Halloween,”
she cackled. And then, as
though the sounds of the
night called, she rose into the
dark blue skies.”

Applauded by young and
old admirers, snakes and
snails and witchy tales be-
long in our attics, tearooms,
and other chambers of story
and memory.

Editor’s Note: “Under the
Cork Tree” is a series of ar-
ticles about children’s books
which should be read by
adults as well as children.

Under The Cork Tree
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Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296

Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Support local businesses
that support

LGAA newsletter


