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The Locust Grove Police
Department would like to in-
vite you to come to Wonder
City Coffee on Monday, June
17 at 11AM and enjoy of cup
of coffee with Chief Kasey
Shaver.

According to Chief
Shaver, this event is held for
the community and business
owners to have a public open
forum to voice concerns and
praises for the Locust Grove
Police Department.

“There are a lot of excit-
ing things planned for our
community,” said Shaver.

Coffee with Cop
planned June 17

CHANNEL 8 IN TOWN . . . Burt Mummolo with Tulsa’s
Channel 8 was in town June 6 to visit the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry (ROMP) for his series about unusual and
little known places in Northeastern Oklahoma. Mummolo ex-
amines the skull of a small animal, part of the “In the Bones”
exhibit at the museum located two miles west of the high school
and 1/2 mile north on County Road 438. The episode will air
on June 14 on Channel 8. He is shown with museum creator
and curator Shaun Perkins. Perkins runs a nonprofit rum-
mage store in Locust Grove to fund the various activities of
the museum. A new poetry program, sponsored by the mu-
seum, has just been announced. Details are on Page 2, along
with the entry form on Page 3. Those interested in the pro-
gram, which will have $1,000 in cash prizes, can also pick up
entry forms at ROMP Rummage Store. -- Photos by RoxannIT’S BACK!

YARD  OF THE MONTH . . .When the flowers bloom, our
thoughts turn to who has the best looking yard. This month, the
Locust Grove Chamber award went to a slightly different yard,
a very skinny one at the Police Station. Dispatch Supervisor
Rachel Bayless, who said she was tired of looking at the tired
patch of dirt, took the matters into her own hands and created a
beautiful strip of colorful flowers in shades of red, pink and
purple. Citizens can nominate a yard of the month by emailing
LocustGroveOklahoma@gmail.com. Keep an eye out for a good-
looking yard and let them know.

LGAA EXHIBIT . . . One of the dis-
plays at the Ancestry Exhibit at the
LGAA Gallery features former
newspapers and yearbooks. Visit.
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CHANNEL 8’S Burl Mummolo and ROMP cura-
tor Shaun Perkins get into the fun of a photo shoot
with their version of Walt Whitman and Emily
Dickinson at the poetry museum (top) and
Mummolo expresses his views of ROMP.
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SUMMER POETRY CHALLENGE: Sign-Up Form 

Sign-Up Deadline: June 21 

Challenge is free and open to anyone anywhere! 

Many of you tell me you want to write poetry but you have excuses for not doing so. Therefore, 
I am issuing you a challenge to help you break free from whatever is holding you back.  

The Challenge: Write one poem a week for 8 weeks this summer, and you will be rewarded.  

 All participants will win something: a t-shirt, a journal, cash, gift card, etc. if they 
participate the full 8 weeks. 

 Every participant who completes the challenge will have at least one poem published in 
the anthology created from this summer challenge. 

 Every participant will have the opportunity to get online or in-person feedback from 
ROMP director Shaun Perkins on one poem per week. 

In addition, participants who complete the challenge are the only ones eligible for the Poetry 
Challenge Contest, in which cash prizes totaling $1,000 will be given to the best poems written 
for the challenge in the preceding 8 weeks. The prizes will be given in a celebration at the end 
of August, date not yet determined. Poems can be on any theme and with any style or length. 

In order to hold you to the challenge, you need to sign up by June 21. Then, each week, starting 
June 23, you should send a poem to me in one of these ways: through email, by the form at 
ROMPoetry.com or in person at ROMP Rummage Store, 112 E. Main or Wonder City Coffee, 
118 E. Main, Locust Grove. 

People living a distance from Locust Grove who do not have regular access to the Internet, can 
mail poems each week to 6619 S 4382 Locust Grove OK 74352. Sign up can be mailed to that 
address also, using this form.  

--Good luck! Let’s get writing! Shaun Perkins, Director, Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age________________ 
 
_______I commit to writing one poem a week for this challenge and submitting it that week. 
 
_______I give permission to have any poems I write for this challenge to be published by 
               ROMP. I will retain the rights to the poems. 
 
Signature__________________________________________________________________ 

When we moved to town, I rode my bike up and
down every street in LG. I sometimes had my transis-
tor radio playing. I remember zooming down Koelsch
hill with Simon & Garfunkel playing “Scarborough
Fair.”

My people memories are manifold, but two men
dominate: Jerry Holman and Charlie Keene. Jerry lived
across the street from us. He and his brother Charlie
played baseball with us. They told us fish stories. I
cringed when they shot sparrows out of trees. Jerry’s
laughter rang across the street.

Charlie ran the In-N-Out, where I always found
something to buy as a grade school kid, and where I
bought gas and pop and Doritos when I was a teen-
ager, and where I punched Kelly’s boyfriend in the
face one night because he deserved it. Charlie was
always upbeat and always had a coin trick to brighten
your day.

I’ve pissed off a few people by trying to make them
clean up their buildings and show a little pride in our
town. I don’t care. This town and the children grow-
ing up in it now deserve a decent looking place to
live.

And they deserve to know decent men like these
two. No apologies.

--Shaun Perkins

TOWN FIXTURES. . . Almost everyone is town is familiar
with these two men, Charlie Keene, left, and Jerry Holman.

This Town. . .
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Young readers to discover ‘Universe of Stories’
throughout this year’s summer library program
Space is the theme for the

Locust Grove Public
Library’s 2019 Summer
Reading Program, which of-
ficially kicks off June 11 at
6 p.m. with a performance
by ventriloquist and magi-
cian, Gary Howell.

Children and teens who
enroll in the program will re-
ceive reading logs to track
their reading adventures this
summer. A variety of pro-
grams and activities will also
keep young minds learning
over the vacation months.

This summer marks the
50th Anniversary of Apollo
11, the American space mis-
sion that landed men on the
Moon for the first time.

“The Universe of Stories
theme is perfect to com-
memorate the Apollo 11 an-
niversary and to encourage
young people to explore in-
formation about space and
our solar system, but the
theme means so much
more,” Library Director,

Marea Breedlove said. “It
emphasizes the diversity of
stories and books that chil-
dren and teens can find on
our library shelves.”

 “Like all of us, young
people want to read some-
thing that interests them and
holds their attention,” Marea
Breedlove said. “Summer is
the best time of the year for
children and teens to simply
read for the pleasure of it.
That’s what keeps learning
alive during the vacation
months.”

Studies have shown that
most students lose an aver-
age of one month of school
learning over summer vaca-
tion. Students from disad-
vantaged households can
lose up to three months of
learning.

“That’s why Summer
Reading is so important,”
Marea Breedlove said. “It
prevents that summer aca-
demic slide that can happen.
Summer readers go back to

school in the fall better pre-
pared to learn than those chil-
dren and teens who did not
read or engage in learning ac-
tivities during the summer.”

Oklahoma’s statewide

Summer Reading Program
serves more than 100,000
preschoolers, children, and
teens each year. Statewide
sponsors are the Oklahoma
Department of Libraries, the

Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services, Sonic Drive-
In, and The Oklahoman.

For more information on
the Locust Grove Public
Library’s plans for summer
r e a d i n g ,
www.locustgrovelibrary.okpls.org
or call the library at 918-479-
6585.

Information on the impor-
tance of summer reading, the
Apollo 11 mission, and links
to activities for children can
be found at libraries.ok.gov/
summer-reading-2019.
--Marea Breedlove, librarian

SEARCHING FOR A GOOD BOOK . . . Kade Hubbard finds the library shelf an enticing place to
investigate. Kade will be sure to be one of the summer participants in the Locust Grove Library
Summer Reading Program -- Photo by Marea Breedlove
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United Methodist Women
plan annual salad luncheon

STAYING COOL AT BIBLE SCHOOL . . . Teacher
Kendall Morrison, back, lines up a row of girls who had
been running through a sprinkler at the First United
Methodist Church VBS last week. Girls above are, from
left, Blake Osburn, Madden Barnes, Cheyenne Brixey,
Hanley Heflin, Jaycee Brege and Addisyn Brixey.  Be-
low, Jax Overbey gives a wet smile to the camera.

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC
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$20

Local author offers
book series for sale

Writer Doris Wagnon says her writing career
began 22 years ago when she began to write in a
notebook on blank pages.

“I had no characters, no story already com-
piled in my head, just a night I wrote about, rainy
turned foggy around midnight.

That first dark and dreary night has led to a
total of nine books, all under the series title of
“Transformation of the Hearts.”

Her first book was published in 2012 and the
ninth in 2016.

“From 2000 to 2011 my basic stories were
stored in a file in my closet, and I felt one day I
would pass away, and all my stories would be
tossed away. I’m so happy that it didnt happen,”
Wagnon recalls.

She can be reached at 402 E. Ross, Locust
Grove, OK 74352.
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Players needed for Chautauqua in November

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296

Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

The LGAA is looking for
characters to perform a
Chautauqua as part of the
Smithsonian Waterways ex-
hibit and are in hopes having
students do a sign language,
dance and interpretation seg-
ment for the show just as they
did for the Big Read.

The program will focus on
characters of Indian Territory
and LG’s history and how the
waters of this area affected
their lives.

As part of the exhibit run-
ning from October 21
through December 8, the
LGAA will celebrate waters
of LG with a chautauqua per-
formance at Wonder City
Coffee on November 22.

“Chautauqua.” The
strange word has many
meanings and has served
many purposes. In 1874 John
Heyl Vincent and Lewis
Miller started the first one as
a summer school for teach-
ers.

“This became known as

the Chautauqua Institution
and reflected a nation-wide
interest in the
professionalization of teach-
ing.  

Vincent and Miller were
very clear that their intent
was educational, rather than
revivalist,” according to
chautauqua.com.

The Iroquois word has
many interpretations: “a bag
tied in the middle,” “two
moccasins tied together,” and
“jumping fish.”

The first two describe the
shape of Chautauqua Lake in
New York where it all began.

The camp meetings
evolved into intellectual
camp meetings including lec-
tures, music, and storytelling.

“Chautauqua is an idea,
embracing the ‘all things’ of
life - art, science, society, re-
ligion, patriotism, education
– whatsoever tends to en-
large, refine, and ennoble the
individual,’” said Vincent.

“It’s the most American

thing in American,”
Theodore Roosevelt said of
the widely popular shows.
But, by the 1930s, cars, ra-
dios, and movies mostly re-
placed this part of American
culture.

In recent years, the
Chautauqua has made a
comeback.

In our planned program,
one character will be a Na-
tive American who was
forced to walk the Trail of
Tears. Choogie Kingfisher,
storyteller and musician, will
play the part.

Town founder, O. W.
Killam will be played by
Jerry Yates. Alysha Little will
play Minerva Ross Murrell
whose plantation home was
built in Park Hill during the
1830s.

Ross traveled through the
area that would become Lo-
cust Grove during that time.

 All performances will
have some aspect of the im-
portance of local waters in stories.

We are seeking others to
participate. If you’d like to
play a family member, busi-
ness owner, organization
member, etc., from our his-

tory, please contact Roxann
Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com.
She has information avail-
able to help plan your perfor-
mance.

PERFORMANCE READY . . . Alysha Little will play Minerva
Ross Murrell when the LGAA presents a Chautauqua on No-
vember 22. Little wore this 1907-inspired costume at another
such presentation.
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By Roxann Perkins Yates
The story of Ferdinand is

a story for each of us. It’s an
adventure of a natural-world
lover and the peacefulness it
delivers to Ferdinand in the
midst of snorting, fighting,
and noise from his bullish
kin.

In the countryside of
Spain, rich with cork trees,
flowers, and bees, Ferdinand
grows up preferring to sit
quietly under a shady tree and
smell flowers, while his bull
buddies roughhouse and lock
horns. Though his mother
wonders about his quiet na-
ture, she realizes that he his
happy to be different.

A bee sting is the only in-
cident that disrupts his seren-
ity. Unfortunately, bull fight-
ing scouts wearing funny
hats, looking for fierce bo-
vine, witness Ferdinand’s
blustery reaction.

The men in their funny
hats parade Ferdinand to the
bull ring on a day in which
all the lovely ladies wear
flowers in their hair. This
docile dissenter, sits in the
ring and disappoints the men
who are ready for a fight. He
looks at the flowers and sits
quietly.

Munro Leaf was a high
school English teacher and
football coach before delving
into a writing career.

In 1938 The Story of
Ferdinand, a bull who

Then Came the Bull

chooses to live and live as he
chooses, outsold Gone with
the Wind as the number one
bestseller in the country.

Leaf asked his friend Rob-
ert Lawson to illustrate the
book and to give him some-
thing that wasn’t  “a cat, a
mouse, a dog or a horse -
something different in
children’s books.”

Lawson’s pen and ink il-
lustrations appeal to all ages
through the intricate detail in
the expressions of the people
and animals and in the draw-
ing of the costumes and
flowers.

He won two children’s lit-
erature awards – the
Randolph Caldecott Medal
for illustrations in the
1940 They Were Strong and
Good and the John Newbery
Medal for his 1944
book Rabbit Hill.

At a time when Hitler was
rising in power, Ferdinand is
exhibiting a different kind.
Hitler burned the book. It
was banned in Spain until
after the Spanish Civil War.
Disney made an animated

short film of it. Mahatma
Gandhi put it on his favorites’
list. FDR and First Lady
Eleanor Roosevelt applauded
Ferdinand in many of their
public speaking engage-
ments.

Today the story continues
to be published in a multitude
of languages.

Ernest Hemingway re-
sponded with an opposite
version of Ferdinand in his
1951 short story “The Faith-
ful Bull.” It begins:

“One time there was a bull
and his name was not
Ferdinand and he cared noth-
ing for flowers. He loved to
fight and he fought with all
the other bulls of his own
age, or any age, and he was a
champion…”

Hemingway’s bull is faith-
ful and brave and admired
and soon dead.

Leaf was a prolific writer.
In collaboration with
Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss),
both army men, created a
pamphlet in 1943 to distrib-
ute to troops, a quirky story
about the dangers of Ann the
mosquito and her malaria
victims. Neither men are
credited in the publication
because they were serving in
World War II at the time.

“She can knock you flat so
you’re no good to your coun-
try, your outfit, or yourself.”

Dr. Seuss stories are sub-
jects for another blog. This is

Ferdinand’s time, and luck-
ily, he doesn’t have to die to
silently speak to the children
and adults in all of us.

Grandson wanted to hear
this story over and over
again.

“I’ve read this a commo-
dious number times, Ma-
son!” I said.

“Okay. Just say the
words,” he said.

So I did.
Adding some verbal flare

each time and reveling in the
message and images that
speak to the gut.

“Then came the bull…”
unwilling to snort violence in
the spectacle of flowers and
swords and the pageantry of
marching men.

Sometimes sitting still is
our longest journey.

BULLISH ON LITERATURE . . . The Story of Ferdinand by
Munro Leaf is an enduring children’s book that adults will en-
joy as well. Follow this series at underthecorktree.co (co not
com.) --Photo by Roxann Perkins Yates

Under The Cork Tree

“A children’s story which is enjoyed only by children is
a bad children’s story.” –C. S. Lewis
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Winners in the cardboard
car contest on Founder’s Day
contributed to the parade by
“riding” in their cars.

In the Mini Motors divi-
sion, Emmalynn, Dante,
Lochlen and Abigail won
first place; Aemelia Cutter
placed second, and Riley
Wilson placed third.

In the Kids Creations cat-
egory, Keith Case placed
first; Kayden Grady, second;
and Kyleigh Chrisenbery
placed third.

In the Tween Dreams di-
vision, Jasper McClendon
placed first.

Water/Ways
exhibit needs
adult volunteers

When the Smithsonian
exhibit “Water/Ways comes
to Locust Grove on Oct. 21,
volunteers will be needed to
man the exhibit from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The exhibit will be here
for seven weeks, and the
LGAA is looking for volun-
teers for just one day a week
-- just seven times.

E - m a i l
blperkins@sstelco.com to
sign up for this activity.

Box car winners

LG designer wins Kansas City challenge
In a four-stage competition at the Kansas City Coucil 2019

Designer Challenge, Local designer, Latasha Duncan, came
away with the winning design for week 3, the gold dress at
right with the designer. The challenge was to create a piece
using feathers.

The week one challenge was to create a dress with the
Pancone color of the year “living coral.” The dress is shown
below left.

The second week challenge was to design a dress incorpo-
rating the current trend -- statement sleeves. That dress, a
white one which gave the gown an angelic look, is below
right.

Duncan was one of three designers chosen for the compe-
tition from more than 100 applicants.

WINNING CHALLENGE . . . Designer Latasha Duncan stands
beside her winning design ina Kansas City Design Challenge.
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This fall, Locust Grove
has the opportunity to
inspire and educate through
Water/Ways, a learning
program which promotes
the natural resource of
water.

Water/Ways is a part of
Museum on Main Street, a
collaboration between the
Smithsonian Institution and
State Humanities Councils
nationwide. Support for

Water/Ways next LGAA project for community
Museum on Main Street has
been provided by the
United States Congress.

 Through late October to
December, the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance will
host the Water/Ways ex-
hibit, which will showcase
the beauty of water through
the use of art, poetry and
workshops. 

Water/Ways was awarded
in July 2018, and Locust

Grove is one of only five
towns in Oklahoma to win
the grant for the exhibit.

In 1912, Locust Grove
was known as the “Wonder
City of Grand River Valley”
due to its proximity to the
Grand River. The grant,
written by Shaun Perkins
and Marsha Whalen
Downum, hopes to provide
more inspiration to help
restore downtown Locust

Grove to its former glory.
 With the emphasis on

water, the LGAA plans to
host several related pro-
grams free to the public. An
opening celebration for the
Water/Ways exhibit will
take place on Oct. 21, the
time not yet determined, at
the VFW Hall.

Morgan Burchett, a
lifelong resident of Locust
Grove, believes that Water/

Ways can only bring posi-
tive outcomes in the small
community.

 ”I think the use of water-
inspired art and workshops
is an excellent way to bring
culture to the town,” said
Burchett.

For more information
about Water/Ways, visit the
LGAA website at
LGArtsAlliance.com.
-By Sydney Schwichtenberg

Promotional brochure
planned to coincide

with Water/Ways exhibit

For the upcoming Smithsonian Wa-
ter/Ways exhibit, the LGAA is publish-
ing a pamphlet to promote Locust
Grove. If you would like to have your
local business, church or organization
(LG, Peggs, Rose, etc.) information in
the publication, send the following de-
tails to roxannperkins@gmail.com as
soon as possible.

• Name of Business
• Phone Number
• Physical Address
• Website
• One-sentence description of your

business/services

A THING OF BEAUTY . . .
Roxann Yates found this but-
terfly at right on Kelly and
Mark Palmer’s workshop, and
the picture of the  caterpillar
of this moth, below was found
on the internet and credited to
Judy Gallagher Flickr. Ac-
cording to the National Wild-
life Federation, “Cecropia
moths are beautiful silk moths
with reddish bodies and black
wings surrounded by bands of
white, red and tan.  They are
found in hardwood forests east
of the Rocky Mountains in the
U.S. and Canada.
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The Writing Well is a cre-
ative writing workshop run
by Tulsa writers Rob Harmon
and Michele Chiappetta. The
duo will be hosting a free
Adventure in Poetry work-
shop on June 15 from 1:00-
3:00 p.m. at Wonder City
Coffee.

The Writing Well work-
shop theme for 2019 is Eco-
systems. The group’s events
focus on writing well through
understanding the self, oth-
ers and the world. They host
writing contests, produce a
writing journal for Oklahoma
and the surrounding states,

The Locust Grove OK
Area Chamber of
Commerce’s mission is to
advance the economic,
civic, educational, and
cultural growth of Locust
Grove and the surrounding
area.

As times change, our
society gets more mobile
and the downtown hub of a
community dies, the Cham-
ber of Commerce organiza-
tions in many small towns
struggle to continue to meet
their mission.

This is true in Locust
Grove, where it is increas-
ingly difficult to get busi-
nesses to join and partici-
pate in Chamber activities
and to recruit volunteers to
help with Chamber events
and other activities that
fulfill the Chamber mission.

The Chamber encourages
anyone who is willing and
interested to get involved.

FREE WRITING WORKSHOP . . . Tulsa writers, Rob Harmon and Michele Chiappetta will
host a creative writing workshop June 15 at Wonder City Coffee. This is from an earlier photo
when the pair brought books to sell at the annual Wordfest event. --Photo by Byron Totty

Join Rob & Michele for free
adventure in poetry June 15

and act as a catalyst for
change through charitable
works.

Writing Well has a three-
fold mission.

• One: To help creative fic-
tion and non-fiction writers
of all levels and
d i s c i p l i n e s  f r o m
O k l a h o m a ,  t h e
surrounding states, and
around the world to continu-
ally develop their skills and
artistic vision.

• Two: To encourage writ-
ers not to just publish work,
but to first and always write
effectively, skillfully, and ar-

tistically, which leads to pub-
lication-ready work.
   • Three:To foster a spirit a 
of generosity in writers by
providing them tangible
ways to connect with
their communities and with
people around the world
through charitable works.

For more information, see
Writing Well Creative Writ-
ing Workshop on Facebook.

Writers in their own right,
Harmon and Chiapetta have
brought their books to Won-
der City Coffee for the past
two years for the annual
Wordfest celebration

LG Chamber continues
to work on its mission

The Chamber of Commerce
meets monthly. Meetings
are either the 3rd Tuesday
at 6 p.m. or 3rd Thursday at
Noon. The Chamber meets
at different days/times to
accommodate as many
people as possible. Meet-
ings are held at the Cham-
ber office, 114 E. Main.
The Chamber does not meet
in December.

The following dates are
the Chamber general
meetings, which anyone
can attend, for the rest of
2019:

• June 18, 6 p.m.
• July 18, Noon
• Aug. 20, 6 p.m.
• Sept. 17, 6 p.m.
• Oct.17, Noon
• Nov. 19, 6 p.m.

For more information visit
LocustGroveOklahoma.com
or contact Chamber Presi-
dent Adele Collette at 530-
8132.

THIS STAMP from 1974 honors the Chautauqau tradition of
storytelling which will be a part of the Water/Ways exhibit.
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Support Our Local Businesses

•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

www.mainstreetdentalok.com
409 E. Main Street  Locust Grove, OK 74352

918-479-8020

facebook.com/mainstreetdentallocustgrove

Rowland’s
Quick Shop
Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com


