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TEACHERS OF THE YEAR . . .  Connie Newton from the upper elementary school, third from
left, was named district teacher of the year for Locust Grove. Others pictured are Dusty Torrey,
superintendent, right, and Dan Stokes, assistant superintendent, left. Building teachers of the
year are April Pierce, middle school; Connie Newton, upper elementary and District Teacher of
the Year; Shaney O’Dell, high school; and Misty Gayer, early learning center.

--Photo by Lori Ragsdale (Continues on Page 2)

Overwhelmed by joy,
fourth grade teacher Connie
Newton was brought to tears
when she learned that she had
been named the Locust
Grove Public School District
Teacher of the Year.

“I was humbled and ex-
cited,” Newton said about the
announcement. “I was really
surprised and I cried.”

Newton has taught third
and fourth grade at Locust
Grove for over two decades.

“I’ve had the privilege of
teaching at Locust Grove for
over 20 years and I have to
say, I have worked with some
of the best educators around,
not to mention support staff
and custodians, after all, it

Connie Newton named district teacher of year
truly takes a village,” New-
ton said.

Teaching is not Newton’s
first career path. She worked
at Wal-Mart for 25 years be-
fore going into education.
She decided to become a
teacher after watching her
son struggle.

“My son had eye tracking
problems. If we had caught
in in grade school he prob-
ably would have had more
success at school,” Newton
said.

She hoped by becoming a
teacher she could help other
children and families by
catching some of the prob-
lems like her son’s eye track-

Taking poetry to the street
More than 50 people took part in the poetry reading on

the sidewalk and in the street of  Locust Grove’s downtown
area.

Joined by national-known poet Joy Harjo, the group read
poems from her book, How We Became Human, at the an-
nual Wordfest, sponsored by Wonder City Coffee and the
Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry (ROMP).

The day-long celebration of all things poetry April 26-27
included events related to the Big Read project, including
book discussions, drama presentations, poetry and art con-
tests.

Harjo spoke to high school students at an assembly in the
Friday afteroon , and finished the day April 27 with a perfor-
mance led by Sherry Mills’ drama students that evening.

See more photos by Bryon Totty
 from Wordfest inside on Pages 6-7

NEW BOOK CLUB . . . The book
club which began with the Big
Read will continue. See Page 3
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(Continued from Page 1)
ing issues. She also became
a teacher because of her love
for children. She admits that
by going into teaching she
could always have children
around even when faced
with empty nest at home.

“I have always loved chil-
dren and I know they are our
future. Children have a natu-
ral desire to learn, to be
loved and to be accepted,”
Newton said. “I wanted chil-
dren to know I care, and only
want the best for them. I
want them to know that there
is no limit to what they can
achieve.”

Newton teaches from her
own life experiences.

“I believe in working hard
and treating people like you
want to be treated. It is a
simple rule in life and to me,
one of the most important. I
try to instill that philosophy
into my pupils,” Newton
said.

Newton is not only a

–Teacher of the Year–

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities in
Locust Grove that our community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be viewed
at lgartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have to
edit for space concerns) to the email address above.

About  What’s Happening in LG

ONCE UPON A TIME

teacher but a mother and
grandmother. She and her
husband Dwight have been
married for more than 40
years and they live on an 85
acre farm. They have raised
two sons, both graduates of
Locust Grove.

The veteran teacher was
nominated as LGPS District
Teacher of the Year after she
was named Upper Elemen-
tary Teacher of the Year for
2018-2019.

Newton’s niece Misty
Gayer was this year’s Early
Learning Center Teacher of
the Year. April Pierce was
named Middle School
Teacher of the Year and
Shaney O’Dell represents
the high school.

“Honestly, I don’t think
I’m the best teacher but I
love kids,” Newton said. “I
think being a teacher is one
of the most important jobs
in the world and I am hon-
ored to be … Teacher of the
Year.”

TEACHER OF YEAR Connie Newton admires a colorful bou-
quet given to her along with the annual award for best teacher.

Founder’s Day Parade
The year of this Founder’s Day Parade is unknown, but you can tell that the horse-drawn wagon
has just passed Covey’s Lumber Yard that used to be on the corner of Main and Broadway. The
parade was well attended as the viewer can tell by the number of people standing on the south side
of Main Street. If anyone knows the name of the driver of this wagon or the year this parade took
place, please let editor Betty Perkins with an email to blperkins@sstelco.com. This year’s parade
will be held May 11.

CLIPPED from the Adair
American, this small item
mentioned the success of the
Locust Grove Fair. The article
is dated Sept. 17, 1914, and
was located on Page 1. LG was
two years, four months old.
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Book discussion group
will continue with new
selection available free

The Big Read discussion groups that met in April
when they read Joy Harjo’s book How We Became
Human, will continue with a new book selected for
the upcoming weeks.

The group will meet twice a month on Mondays
from 2-3 p.m. at Wonder City Coffee. The group is
not limited to those who participated in the Big Read
discussion, but is open to anyone who likes to read
and wants to talk about it -- or even to see what others
have to say --  about the book.

The book selected is The Book With the Beacon
Lights by Shaun Perkins. This book is the second in a
series, but each book is complete in itself. Set in a
used book store in a small town, the main character,
the bookshop owner Perry Cassidy dicovers myster-
ies in old books and sets out to solve them.

Free copies are available at the coffee shop, and
the first meeting will be on May 13
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Wonder City Wordfest,
formerly ROMPfest, has
come and gone and was an-
other successful day of po-
etry, books, stories, pastry
and community taking place
at Wonder City Coffee.

The day started off with a
wonderful performance of
Juice Box Jams by Sarah
“Sunshine” Spurrier, who
entertained us with stories,
song and a magic trick.

Several contests took
place during the festival.
The statewide winners of the
Oklahoma Poem Contest,
administered by the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Po-

Wordfest filled with poetry, books, pastries, stories

BEST PASTRY. . . Shaun
Perkins, left, and Jimmie
Tramel, right, congratulate
Sandy Pierce as the first place
winner in the pastry contest.

PASTRY JUDGES . . . Jimmie
Tramel and his daughter,
Katie, had a sweet overload
after judging the annual
pastry contest as a part of the
Wordfest celebration. None of
the desserts werw identified by
the maker’s name, but
Tramel’s aunt, Sandy Pierce,
was declared the winner with
her “Taste of Spring,” a blue-
berry and lemon cake.

etry, were announced and
poems read.

The winners in the adult
category were 1st, Hannah
Ewton, Claremore; 2nd,
Darron Dunbar, Oklahoma
City; and 3rd, Mary
McCloskey, Oklahoma City.
In the 9th-12th grade category
only one award was given—
1st place to Palmer Strubhar,
Piedmont.

In the 5th-8th grade cat-
egory the winners were 1st,
Lahna Erwin, Claremore,
2nd, Ivy Snyder and 3rd,
Ashley Smith. The winners
in the K-4th grade category
were 1st, Zack Strong,

Yukon; 2nd (tie), Alexander
Spruill, El Reno and Kaylee
Porter, Yukon; and 3rd place,
Leslie Bernal, Tulsa.

The Oklahoma Poem Con-
test is an annual contest run by
ROMP, which took on the
contest when the Oklahoma
Poetry Society stopped spon-
soring it in 2015.

The popular pastry contest
had thirteen local chefs vying
for the title of Best Pastry, and
the winner was Sandy Pierce,
who also won the people’s
choice, with her blueberry
lemon cake, Taste of Spring.
The 2nd place went to Sandy

(Continues on Page 6)
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Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance will host
the Smithsonian’s traveling
exhibit Water/Ways from
Oct. 21 to Dec. 8, and offer
activities associated with it
and is looking for volunteer
help in a variety of areas
from anyone in town.

Locust Grove was chosen
by the Oklahoma Humani-
ties Council as one of five
towns in Oklahoma to re-
ceive this opportunity. The

exhibit will be housed at
Ingram’s Custom Rods at the
corner of Water and Main
streets. Supplementary ac-
tivities, such as a Wonder
City Wonders Chautauqua,
lectures, art and poetry con-
tests, and more will take
place.

The Smithsonian’s Water/
Ways exhibition dives into
water–an essential compo-
nent of life on our planet, en-
vironmentally, culturally, and

Volunteers needed for Water/Ways exhibit
Smithsonian exhibit coming in October for two month visit to LG

historically.
The LGAA has already set

up a Blue Thumb training in
LG to learn about waterstream
ecology, a talk by GRDA di-
rector Justin Alberty, a rain
garden project with Jeri
Fleming, and more.

The LGAA needs docents
who will be available to man

the exhibit when it is open
and others who will help
with programming during
the exhibit.

Please plan to attend the
next LGAA meeting, June
12, at 5:30 p.m. at the LGAA
office, 114 E. Main, to vol-
unteer or learn more.

If you would like to get in-

volved with this exhibit in
any capacity, please contact
LGAA President & Water/
Ways project director Jenni-
fer Henson, jenniferh@rae-
corp.com, 918-530-1902, or
Water/Ways site coordinator
Shaun Perkins,
okiestoryteller@gmail.com,
918-864-9152.

WATERWAYS dioramas will explain the importance of water
and how to use it most efficiently during the exhibit.
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$20

(Continued from  Page 4)
Burford, and a tie for 3rd

place when to Aaron/April
Pierce and Betty Perkins.

The best poem about a
pastry was won by Rob
Harmon of Tulsa. Rob was
one of the regional authors
set up in the book room
during the day. He, along
with Michelle Chiappetta,
Norman Donley, Jeanne
Marie, Jonita Mullins and
Bill McCloud signed books
all day for visitors.

The winners in the cof-
fee bag art challenge, trans-
forming a coffee bag into a

work of art were Most Cre-
ative: Courtney Ritter, Most
Practical: Janet Larson, and
Most Creative Use of Words:
Sara O’Dell.

Highlights of Wordfest
were the awards ceremony,
which filled the coffee shop,
where we heard many amaz-
ing poems, and the Main
Street Poetry Read, where
more than 50 people lined
Main Street to read poems
from Joy Harjo’s book How
We Became Human.

Next year’s Wordfest will
be April 11. Mark your cal-
endars now!

–Wordfest–

WORDFEST . . . Isabel and
Eleanor Yates keep up on social
media to start the day in top photo.
Poetry winners include Middle
left, Aspen Reed with judge Bill
McCloud; Middle, Canton Little
entertains; and above Jimmie
Tramel and his son, Kal, brought
comic books to sell on the street;
At far left, Other poetry winners
are Rylie Wagner with judge Bill
McCloud; Ali Pierce with
McCloud; and Davis Smith with
McCloud. At near left, Shaun
Perkins congratulates Rob
Harmon for best  pastry poem.
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–More Big Read, Wordfest Photos–

ABOVE photographer Byron Totty captures the hands of Joy
Harjo as she autographs one of her books during the Saturday
night community performance.  Top left, Adele Collete prepares
to serve her dessert during the contest. Left middle, April Pierce
waits for the taste testers. Bottom left, Joy Hargo meets with
some of the book club members who read her book in prepara-
tion for the Big Read activites. Below, a group of readers wait
for the Big Read in the street to begin.

Photos
courtesy

Byron Totty
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Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296

Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

Research and story by Roxann
Perkins Yates.

He was a small-town
Texas boy raised by a cotton
and dairy farmer and loved
fiercely by his mother and
five siblings.

What he and eight of his
high school football team-
mates would do, amazed the
world.

Harlan Henry Block, was
born in 1924 to Edward
Block and to Ada “Belle”
Brantley (a cousin in Mom’s
line). He was kicked out of
an Adventist school for not
snitching on a student who
had vandalized the school.

Harlan attended Welasco
High School near Harlingen.
He played football and was a
popular student. One day he
and some of his buddies
skipped school to see a flick.
When they had to answer to
the principal, they showed
him recruiting information
they had picked up.

That got them out of
trouble. The principal al-
lowed them to graduate early.
Harland and seven buddies
enlisted in the Marines in
February 1943.

He went off to war—
places unknown to family. In
1945, one of the most famous
photographs in war history,
appeared in newspapers.

“That’s your brother
Harlan,” Belle said to her son
Ed.

tell him that they had shared
a tent at military camp and
had fought together.

He said he had told a colo-
nel that Harlan, not Hank
Hansen, was in the picture,
but the colonel brushed him
off saying, “What does it
matter? They’re both dead
anyway.”

Harlan never saw the
photo, and when he was
mortally wounded, his last
words were, “They have
killed me.”

In 1947 Harlan was offi-
cially recognized in the
photo. He had been confused
with Hansen who had been
in the first photo that is not
as widely recognized.

Harlan’s football friends
survived the war. One such
friend, Glen Cleckler, saw
him in December 1944.
Harlan asked Clecker to give
his mother a ring. “I may not
be coming back.”

Though Cleckler tried to
give the ring to Belle, it was
a too-painful reminder of her
loss. So Cleckler wore the
ring most of his life and even-
tually donated it to the Ma-
rine Military Academy.

Sculptor Dr. Felix W.
deWeldon, worked for nine
and one-half years to create
a memorial. In 1954 it was
dedicated as a bronze memo-
rial in Washington.

In 1981 deWeldon gave
his working model to the
Marine Military Academy. It
can be seen in Harlingen, TX,
and Harlan is buried on the
grounds of the academy.

The 20-year-old is immor-
talized, crouched at the base
of the flag pole rising on the
mount.

Note: The Marines landed
on the small Japanese island
on Feb. 19 and the battle
raged through March 26,
1945.

Gone But Not Forgotten

Soldier was part of group that raised flag on Iwo Jima

Joe Rosenthal had taken
the photograph on Iwo
Jima’s Mount Suribachi. It
won him a Pulitzer Prize that
same year, but he didn’t
know who the soldiers were.
“Things were moving a little
fast that day.”

“Momma, how do you
know that’s Harlan? We
don’t even know Harlan’s on
Iwo Jima,” Ed, who was on
leave from the Army Air
Corps, said to his mother.

“Oh, that’s Harlan, I know
my boy,” she said, according
to a story at www.fold3.com.

Harlan was misidentified
as Harry Hansen; six days
later Harlan died from a mor-
tar blast.

Eighteen months later, a
man showed up to talk to

Edward who was working in
his field.

“Are you the father of
Harlan?” said Ira Hayes.

Hayes said he had hitch-
hiked for three days to tell
Edward that Harlan was in
the photo. Hayes went on to

ICONIC FLAG RAISING . . . Marines place  the American
flag atop a battle-torn hilltop on Iwo Jima. Harlan Henry Block,
a cousin of the author of this article through her mother’s
Brantley line, is at far right in the photo.
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Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

The Big Read in LG stops traffic with poetry

(Continues on Page 12)

STREET READERS . . .Poet Joy Harjo stops to listen to her
poetry being read in t he middle of Main Street.

--Photo by Byron Totty

The Locust Grove Arts Al-
liance conducted a Big Read
program in April, which in-
cluded a number of events
and a visit by the author of
How We Became Human, Joy
Harjo.

Harjo performed at a high
school assembly on April 26,
where Sherry Mills’ drama
students introduced the as-
sembly with a dramatization
of Harjo’s poem “Perhaps the
World Ends Here.” This
moving presentation in sign
language, reading, acting and
dance was an incredible in-
troduction to Harjo and an
honoring of her work.

Harjo read poems, told sto-
ries and sang during the as-
sembly. The next evening, for
her community performance,
also at the high school, she
played saxophone and the
flute and gave the audience a

taste of some of her newest
works not performed for an
audience before.

When she read her final
poem, “Perhaps the World
Ends Here,” she asked two
students who performed sign
language during the drama
presentation to accompany
her. Afterwards, she signed
books, talked to people and
took photos with them.

Harjo, accompanied by
her husband Owen Sapulpa,
said of her time in LG, “We
loved the time with the com-
munity and are making defi-
nite plans to stop in at Lo-
cust Grove again in the fu-
ture and visit.”

Many wonderful poems
were submitted for the Big
Read Poem Contest. Winners
of the original poems in-
spired by Harjo’s poetry were
announced at Wonder City

Wordfest on April 27. The
contest, which was judged
anonymously by poet Bill
McCloud, had winners in
three categories.

In the adult category, the
winners were Roxann Yates,
first; Kelly Palmer, second;
and Betty Perkins, third..

The winners in the 5th-8th

grade category were Alexis
Copeland, first; Rylie Wagner,
second; and  Kayla Cowan,
third.

The K-4th grade winners
were Davis Smith, first;    As-
pen Reed, second; and  (tie)
Brody Atchley and Ali Pierce,
third.

First place winners received
$100, second place $75 and
third place $50, along with
certificates and medals. All of
the winners read their poems,
and McCloud announced that
his favorite of all of them was

Smith’s poem, which he also
read. Smith’s poem was in-
spired by Harjo’s Four
Horse Songs.”

Horses Run

“Horses gallop to the sea,
Off the sun they jump,
Running they see the

West,
Sun guides horses West.
End of the childhood.
Sun shows it’s time to go

for the horses,
Running to the West star,

no water to be
Found West, they are the

song of the world,
Found, go home to your

family.
Travel on the West,
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409 E. Main Street  Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-8020

facebook.com/
www.mainstreetdentalok.com

mainstreetdentallocustgrove

Support Our Local BusinessesFirst Bank
724 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 250

Locust Grove, OK 74352

  T (918) 479-5001 F (918) 479-8036

Member FDIC
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Masons help
LG groups
by matching
fundraisers

The Covey Masonic
Lodge #480 of Locust Grove
spends a lot of time helping
local youth groups raise
money through matching the
amount which each group
raises.

Recepients of recent dona-
tions from the lodge include
the group at near left top,  the
Cardinals baseball team;
middle is the Daddy Daugh-
ter Dance, and  bottom, the
fast break club. At far left is
the archery team.

THIS ARTICLE from the
Adair Citizen was found on
Page 3, dated Sept. 28, 1916.
Because it may be hard to read,
a summary of the item says
that LG’s school board has the
biggest board in the state with
E.B. Markham weighing in at
330, J.T. Webb at 230, and B.F.
Strout at 225 pounds. The edi-
tor was so sure of his info that
he bet $5 to anyone who proved
him wrong.

Karaoke and Coffee is
back May 24 at Wonder City
Coffee (WCC), when DJ
Don-go (Don Johnson) will
be providing all the beats,
music, lyrics and encourage-
ment anyone would need to
sing his or her heart out.

The fun will take place
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on
Friday, and everyone is in-
vited and welcome at this
free event.

Solos, duets and group
singing are all encouraged.
For more information, see the
Wonder City Coffee
Facebook page.

Karaoke & Coffee
back at WCC

Covey Masonic Lodge
#480 is planning to add two
activities to their monthly
calendar, including a pan-
cake breakfast every month
and a dinner every other
month.

For more information,
check the Covey Masonic
Lodge Facebbok page to get
event dates.

Masonic Lodge
plans breakfasts

Water/Ways
exhibit needs
adult volunteers

When the Smithsonian
exhibit “Water/Ways comes
to Locust Grove on Oct. 21,
volunteers will be needed to
man the exhibit from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The exhibit will be here
for seven weeks, and the
LGAA is looking for volun-
teers for just one day a week
-- just seven times.

E - m a i l
blperkins@sstelco.com to
sign up for this activity.
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•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

They make a stand to run
the sea,

They run for days.”
The national director of

the Big Read program,
Joshua Feist, was in town for
all of the events on April 26
and 27.

“There’s nothing like see-
ing a community come to-
gether around poetry, not to
mention blocking traffic on
Main Street for ten minutes
reciting the poems of Joy
Harjo. I left inspired and en-
ergized by the wonder HS
drama class performance,
the dozens of unique works
of art created and original
poems produced, and the
wonderful hospitality of the
entire LG community,” said
Feist.

Two book discussion
groups were run during the
month, and the one meeting
at Wonder City Coffee will
continue meeting and read-

ing other books. A painting
workshop with Alysha Little
was a great success, as was
the art contest and art exhibit
at the LGAA gallery.

On April 27, Joy Harjo met
with the book discussion
groups and others in an inti-
mate and impactful commu-
nity conversation. She spoke
about her poetry, about the
origins of some of the poems,
the power of poetry in
people’s lives and more.

The public library had a
fun program for the kids read-
ing Harjo’s children’s book
The Good Luck Cat and do-
ing an activity associated with
it.

One of the Big Read high-
lights was the Main Street
Poetry Read on April 27,
which Joy Harjo kicked off
with words about the land and
healing. Around 50 people
lined both sides of the street
and read her poetry for more
than 20 minutes and then the

group came together in the
middle of the street and con-
tinued reading.

(Continued from Page 9)

–Poetry takes to the street in LG–

BIG READ DIRECTOR Joshua Feist, behind, joins the ladies
at Wonder City Coffee where most of the Big Read events were
held April 27. In front, from left, Roxann Yates, Shaun Perkins
and Kelly Palmer, owner with her husband Mark, of the coffee
shop.

The LGAA wishes to
issue a huge thank you to
these people for making
the Big Read happen: the
National Endowment for
the Arts, Arts Midwest,
Joshua Feist, Big Read
director, Betty Perkins,
publicity, Alysha Little,
workshop facilitator,
Roxann Yates and Marea
Breedlove, book discus-
sion leaders, Bill Guthrie,
visual art contest judge,
Bill McCloud, poetry con-
test judge, Kim Yates,
Sherry Mills, Jennifer
Wiseman and Shaney
O’Dell, participating
teachers, Kelly Palmer,
facility use, Byron Totty,
photographer, Joy Harjo,
and Shaun Perkins, coor-
dinator.

BIG  READ TEAM members pictured are Alysha Little, Bill
Guthrie, Bill McCloud Roxann Yates, Marea Breedlove, Kim
Yates, Sherry Mills and Shaun Perkins.


