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Thorncrown Chapel pianist Jerry King
will be in concert during the worship ser-
vice at 10:45 a.m., and  at 2 p.m., March
3, at First United Methodist Church, LG.

Locust Grove was the only
town in Oklahoma to receive
a National Endowment for
the Arts Big Read grant in
2019.

This grant, to work with
one book for a month, will
allow the Locust Grove Arts
Alliance (LGAA) to offer
book discussions, art and
writing contests , a visit from
the author and much more in
April.

The LG Big Read will fo-
cus on  How We Became Hu-
man by Joy Harjo.

The book by the nationally
known author is in poetry
form.

Activities will conclude
with a visit from Harjo on
April 26 and 27.

To get involved, check out
the information on the LGAA
website, attend an LGAA
meeting (2nd Wednesday of
every month), get a copy of
Harjo’s book (call 864-
9152), and consider entering
either the visual art or poetry
contest associated with the
program.

All four of the LG schools
will be participating in some
way in the program, and ev-
eryone in the community of
Locust Grove is invited to
participate.

Established by Congress
in 1965, the National En-
dowment for the Arts is the
independent federal agency
whose funding and support
gives Americans the oppor-
tunity to participate in the
arts, exercise their imagina-
tions, and develop their cre-
ative capacities.

Big Read coming soon to LG

BIG READ READERS. . . Students in Kim Yates middle school
class are just some of the readers of the Big Read book chosen
for Locust Grove. From left are EmmaLeigh Bailey, Gracein
Moore, Kayce Temple and Lani Phillips.

On Feb. 9, ROMP Rum-
mage Store will have the
grand opening of the new
Rural Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry Annex exhibit Mona’s
Closet.

This exhibit explores one
woman’s compulsive obses-
sion with writing things
down and the poetry that can
occur by chance and by in-
tention in the process.

Store gift certificates will
be given to the first 10 people
who visit the exhibit and con-
tribute a piece of writing to
it.

The annex will be open
whenever the Rummage

have an experience of poetry
without going to the actual
museum, which is two miles
west of Locust Grove.

The annex has held exhib-
its on autograph book poetry
and the poetry of mystery.
When the store moved to 105
E. Main, the annex was a
haunted bathroom. At today’s
location, 112  E. Main, the
annex is the small room that
used to serve as an office for
the old In-N-Out.

The museum is open ev-
ery day from dawn to to dusk
at 6603 S. 438 Road.

For more information,
visit ROMPoetry.com.

Mona’s Closet Exhibit opens Feb. 9

Store is open, which is
Wednesday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 Visit it for a unique expe-
rience of body, mind and
soul—as revealed through
the words Mona left behind.

The annex started in 2016
at the first location of the
ROMP Rummage Store, as a
way to draw visitors in to

LGAA hosts ‘Murder at the Manor’
The LGAA funds free workshops, contests, runs an

office with utility bills, puts out a monthly newsletter
and does much much more for the community.

A Feb. 15 fundraiser Murder at the Manor was de-
signed to raise funds for LGAA programs.

The murder mystery is a game that involves the at-
tendees of a celebration to solve the mystery of who
killed Lord Heathcliff. Everyone comes in costume and
participates in asking and answering questions, finding
clues and ultimately solving the crime.

This fun night is sold out, but anyone who wants to
help the LGAA with the event is encouraged to bring an
appetizer for the evening. The event will take place from
6-9 pm and has twenty playing guests, plus fifteen people
who are coming to watch and enjoy the fun.

LGAA members are providing appetizers for the
event, and Wonder City Coffee, where the event takes

(Continues on Page 3)
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ONCE UPON A TIME

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities
in Locust Grove that our community might be interested
in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be
viewed at lgartsalliance.com. As LGAA is a nonprofit
organization and the newsletter is provided free to ev-
eryone, advertising must support the publication of this
newsletter. Your support is greatly appreciated.

About  What’s Happening in LG

KEYSTONE KOPS. . . This group of local businessmen dressed
up for a parade held in the 1950s  for Founder’s Day. Man at
front left is Bill Grass and Louie Wyckoff. In back: Columbus
Martin, unknown, Trowbridge. . If anyone knows Mr
Trowbridge’s first name, or the unknown man in the center back
row, please forward that information to us at
blperkins@sstelco.com. Thanks to Alice Saffell for the ID on
the other men.

PIRATE NEWSPAPER STAFF . . . This photo is not so old, but I found it at the same time I
found the old newspaper (story on Page 5), and it was a day of good memories for this bunch of
The Pirate newspaper staff at the annual Journalism Day Competition held at Northestern State
University in Tahlequah. If you count the plaques, it shows that these students won seven indi-
vidual categories that day as well as being recognized as the Best All Around Newspaper. Stu-
dents pictured in front, from left, Shane Ward, Angela Tyner Holman, Mandy Clinton, Shalena
Loffer, Stephanie Hoggatt Kvittum , Amanda Silberzahn and Kendra Forrest Hunter.. In back,
from left, Shelly Cooper,  Kara Yarbrough Farrow, Josh Daily, Ladonna Keener Harris, April

On March 3, the Locust
Grove First United Method-
ist Church will be honored to
have Jerry King as our guest
pianist at our 10:45 Worship
Service. 

King is the pianist at Eu-
reka Springs Thorncrown
Chapel.  Jerry will also offer
a concert at 2:00 in the sanc-
tuary as he performs and
gives his testimony.

This is a free concert and
open to all. A “Love Offer-
ing” will be taken for King
during his concert.
LUNCHEON SET

Also on March 3, the
United Methodist Women
will hold the Trixie
Pendergraft Scholarship lun-
cheon at noon.  The proceeds

will be go to fund  post high
school scholarships.
Pendergraft worked for many
years in the high school
principal’s office and was a
long-time member of First
Methodist and the First
United Methodist Women.

Local church to host pianist
Jerry King in concert March 3

THORNCROWN CHAPEL in Eureka Springs, Ark.

Joice Stout, Jennifer Trupia
Million, Lauren Smith, and
adviser Betty Perkins.
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LGAA plans busy year

(Continued from  Page 1)

–LGAA–

TREE LIBRARY . . . When a woman in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
had to have a diseased tree removed, she ask workers to leave
enough of the stump to build a little free library. Two little free
libraries are located in the LG area. A prize to the first person
who emails blperkins@sstelco.com the location of both.

The January meeting of
the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance (LGAA) met in con-
junction with the art exhibit
in the office gallery by
Winnie Childers.

Childers art features sev-
eral scenes in Locust Grove,
some of which have all ready
been lost. The exhibit will
run through March, but she
expects to change out the
paintings often so more of
her art can be displayed.

A discussion of the
Smithsonian Water Ways ex-
hibit which is coming in Oc-
tober was also held. Volun-
teers are needed to work the
exhibit and to help get the
facility ready for the exhibit.

Local business owner
Jerry Ingram has volunteered
the use of his building on the
south side of  Main Street at
the intersection with Water
Street.

Other LGAA sponsored
events include  a perfor-
mance by the Glen Harris
Band on Feb. 8, to be held at
Wonder City Coffee.

The next LGAA meeting
is at 5:30 p.m., Feb. 13, at the
office on Main Street.

On Feb. 15, a performance
of “Murder at the Manor”
will be held, also at Wonder
City Coffee. Locals will be
cast members in this mystery
which the audience must
solve by the end of the night.

The March meeting of
LGAA will be March 13, and
a painting class led by Adele
Collette will be held at Won-
der City Coffee March 15.

The Big Read will happen
in April with many activities
planned around the Joy Harjo
book of poetry.

Harjo will make several
visits during her two-day stay
in Locust Grove, including,
a meeting with book club
groups, a visit to the schools,
and a celebration at Pirate
Arena on the evening of April
27.

More about both of these
events can be found on the
LGAA website at
lgartsalliance.com.

Slackers Fitness

102 N. Hwy. 82

Open: 24/7

918-479-1790

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543 FAX
David Fleming, DVM
lganimalclinic@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri.

 7:30 am- 5:30 pm
Sat. 8-Noon

Builders Wholesale and

Hardware Supply
505 E. Main
P.O. Bos 639
Locust Grove, OK

918-479-5214
FAX

918-479-3217
M-F 7:00-5:30  Sat. 7:00-2:30

Closed Sunday

place, is donating the drinks.
The LGAA intends to offer
similar games on different
themes in the future. For
more information, contact
LGAA President Jennifer
Henson at 530-1902.

Martial Arts students win trophies
After only being in business a few months, LG Martial

Arts owners Norvin and Don Johnson took six fine young
LG citizens to their first tournament, the Oklahoma Karate
Association opener in Tulsa Jan. 26, and came away with
six winners.

The winners were Joseph Hoggatt, Nickolas Kannmore,
Emma Sitsler, Mattie Boudreau, Tammy Maner and Waylon
Sitsler.

LG Martial Arts has classes in mixed martial arts, fitness,
kickboxing and karate and recently offered a class in how to
fight back against bullies. They have classes for kids as young
as three all the way up to adults.

Special classes like grappling and a boot camp are in the
works. See Locust Grove Martial Arts on Facebook for de-
tails of all the Brothers Johnson offer or call Norvin at (971)
713-4043 ( he still has his old Oregon cell phone).
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email:
lgtag@sstelco.com

Williams Agency  • Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St.

PO Box 1213

Locust Grove, OK 74352

(Continues on Page 12)

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance (LGAA) is a recipi-
ent of a grant of $14,475 to
host the NEA Big Read in
Locust Grove.

A national initiative of the
National Endowment for the
Arts in partnership with Arts
Midwest, the NEA Big Read
broadens one’s understand-
ing of the world, the commu-
nities, and oneselves through
the joy of sharing a good
book. That good book is writ-
ten by poet and musician Joy
Harjo—How We Became
Human.

The LGAA will be work-
ing in partnership with the
LG Public Schools, the LG
Public Library and the LG
Chamber of Commerce to
expand the project’s reach in
April 2019.

Activities will include
book discussions at schools
and in the community, art and
literature activities inspired
by the book, and much more.

Celebrate Joy Harjo’s po-
etry with the LGAA by mak-
ing a work of art inspired by
Harjo’s poetry. This BIG
READ activity is open to any
Locust Grove resident or LG
student.

Roxann Yates, LGAA
member, will share art
project ideas in February
with several Locust Grove
Schools teachers for students
to enter the contest. The mind
map (at right)  is adaptable
to any age students to create
art for the Big Read celebra-
tion. Student artwork will be
displayed in the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance (LGAA)
art gallery during the month
of April.

The LGAA donated can-
vases for the students to
showcase their work. The
mind map is a visual and
word art project that encour-
ages students to select a Joy
Harjo poem for inspiration.

Big Read provides
opportunities for fun,
community, art, more

ART PROJECT IDEAS. . . One of the activities that goes along with the Big Read project is the
opportunity to create a work of art for the celebration to be held in April. This map of possibilities
is one that a student might create for the project. Former teacher Roxann Yates will lead a
workshop in February giving ideas students might use in an art project.
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Daisy Chain Vapor
5746 E. 412 Hwy.
Locust Grove, OK

918-530-1335
OPEN:
Monday-Friday
11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

We sell vapor products, CBD,
kratom, body jewelry

Old LGHS newspaper reveals activities in 1937
Going through and dis-

carding school papers, lesson
plans, and teaching tips after
40 years of teaching recently,
I found a treasure. It was a
local 1937 high school
newpaper, titled The Locust
Buzzer.

High School Librarian
Joan Bennett had given it to
me because I was the jour-
nalism teacher and thought I
would want it. I did. I do.

The paper is typed with
some hand-drawn items in-
cluding the name of the
newspaper. Headlines are
also typed and are no larger
than the body type except
they are all capitals, so they
do appear different. This
copy was Vol. 1 Issue III and
was dated Dec. 15, 1937.

It is not in good shape. The
pages are yellow and brittle,
and some pages have lost
paper along the edges. But I
loved reading it, and I re-
member how fascinating my
high school students found it
when it was first discovered.

The front page has three
stories on it. Two are related

to the high school carnival,
including one that named the
royalty selected. Fred
Whorton, a sophomore, was
crowned king, and Juanita
Downing, a senior, was
named queen.

Sadly, the attendants’
names have eroded at the bot-

tom of the page. The only
names readable are Oleta
Strickland, Billy Allen, Vera
Goforth and Bill Martin.

The second story was about
the success of the carnival
which raised $219.54. It stated
that the money would be used
to support extra-curricular

activities including volley-
ball, baseball, basketball,
glee club, home craft club
and art.

The third story on the
front page was about a Ves-
per Service to be held Dec.
23. The music department
would present a public
Christmas Vesper Service ,
“The Gift of God.” One hun-
dred students of various
ages were to take part in a
pageant portrayal of the
Christmas story.

Some of those taking part
in the pageant were J.P.
Burford, Margret Rollins,
Duard Bradshaw, Keith
Cox, Hillard Foreman,
Herman Sanford and Clifton
Rucker.

The high school glee club
also performed in an angel
chorus.

A second page is filled
with short stories about dif-
ferent teacher’s hobbies.
Andy Hesser, vocational ag
teacher, claimed to be an
authority on wrestling and a
fearless hunter. The last sen-
tence was followed by:
“Good thing we’re not in
Missouri.”)

This aside puzzled me at
first, but I think it might be
referring to Missouri as the
“show me” state.

Elsie Burkett’s hobby was
cooking, and Oscar Reed’s
was “baseball, possum hunt-
ing and courting.”

The middle pages were
filled with class news, all the

way from the 12th grade
through to the 1st grade.

On the sports page, the big
news was a double win over
Salina: the girls won by a
score of 19-16, and the boys
won by 15-14. I need to do
some research on high school
basketball in the 1930’s. I’m
not sure why the score seems
so low. Those scores look
like what an elementary team
would score today.

Some pages in the publi-
cation are upside down. I’m
not sure whether that was in-
tentional or a mistake in put-
ting the pages through the
mimeograph machine that
would have been used.

I have some experience
with the mimeograph ma-
chine because when my stu-
dents and I revived a school
paper in 1973, that is the only
means we had of printing. It
wasn’t much different from
The Locust Buzzer. Pages
were typed, but we wrote in
headlines so they would be
larger, and we named the pa-
per The Pirate.

That paper published for
30 years before I retired when
we had gone to a newsprint
format printed by the
Muskogee Phoenix. It looked
much more professional by
then.

I don’t know if The Pirate
is still being published today,
but it’s a shame if it’s not.

THE LOCUST BUZZER . . . This 1937 high school newspaper
reveals activities during that school year from 1st to 12th grades.

--By Betty L. Perkins, former
journalism teacher at Locust
Grove High School



Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com
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$20

The Locust Grove Arts Alliance continues to offer free
arts workshops for anyone of any age. The most recent work-
shop was Galaxy Painting with Alysha. Alysha Little showed
a group of 40 people of all ages how to make a great paint-
ing of the galaxy on Jan. 25, at Wonder City Coffee.

Alysha showed participants how to make layers of paint
using a brush and sponge. They then threw white paint on
the canvas to make the stars.

The next painting workshop will be March 15, when Adele
Collette will show how to make a spring work of art.

For more information about the LGAA, visit the group’s
Facebook page or website, LGArtsAlliance.com. The LGAA
is always looking for people to join and help with its mis-
sion of providing more arts opportunities to our citizens.

LGAA offers free painting
classes at Wonder City

GALAXY PAINTERS. . . Some of those taking part in a paint-
ing class led by Alysha Little were, from left, Jo Ross, Cole
Schrader, Shirley Farr and Dusty Ross.

Winnie Childers is a
mostly self-taught painter
who has hundreds of pieces.
In January she featured paint-
ings of local scenes. For Feb-
ruary she will showcase ani-
mal pieces, one beginning
with each letter of the alpha-
bet, including a mountain
lion, chickens, chipmunks,
etc.

She believes art adds
charm to life.

“Life is beautiful,”
Childers said. “There is
beauty in all things and in all
people.”

This retired math and sci-
ence teacher has created il-
lustrations for art companies
and has helped to write edu-
cational materials for Wichita
State University.

“I have been teaching art
for years and have sold my
work to many places,”
Childers said.

Stop by the gallery and see
her work. She will exhibit her
paintings through March.

Childers says she had
learned much about life
through her work.

“Experience is a great
teacher,” she said. “You sink
or swim. Cut bait or fish.”

Childers exhibit continues

WINNIE CHILDERS stands by a piece of her artwork currently
on display in the office of the Locust Grove Arts Alliance, 114
E. Main. She has switched out old for new paintings as the ex-
hibit continues.
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First Bank
724 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 250

Locust Grove, OK 74352

  T (918) 479-5001 F (918) 479-8036

Member FDIC

Yarn Bombing is new, unlikely art form
Have you ever seen a tree

dressed for the winter, for a
celebration?

An unusual form of art—
yarn bombing— dresses a
tree in crocheted material.

 According to the yarn
bombs in a Eureka Springs,
Ark. park, the art form is done
to artistically decorate public
places. The trees, supposedly,
are not harmed by this deco-
ration. After a year, they are
undressed.

Yarn bombing is also used
to decorate statues, parking
meters, etc.

There are workshops and
artists who do this world-
wide. According to the Yarn
Bombing Facebook page, the
mission of the artists is
“brightening the world.”
More than 20,000 people fol-
low this page.

Photos of yarn decorations,
some of which cover mail-
boxes and cars, can be
viewed at this site.

or—could even be used as a
business strategy to draw in
curious customers.

The purpose here is to stop
passers-by in their tracks and
get them to break their rou-
tine for a moment to think
about something unex-
pected,” Harris said.

Locally, sisters Roxann
Yates and Kelly Palmer
teamed up to create a Yarn
Bombing Angel for the pole
decorating contest sponsored
by the LG Chamber last
Christmas.

They chose lacy crocheted
doilies for the wings, and
other yarn crocheted pieces
for the body and included
lights to add a festive air.
They also included a
styrofoam head complete
with a wig, a final touch that
some thought was a bit too
much.

“Some people said the
face didn’t look very an-
gelic,” Yates said.

In an article at
feltmagnet.com, Samantha
Harris describes the art form.

“Yarn bombing is a fairly
new phenomenon in the
street art world, with the ear-
liest examples of it dating
back to as early as 2002,
though the term didn’t really
start to catch on until around
2005, Harris said.

“It started out as cozies
over objects or sewn together
knitted/crocheted materials.
Gradually, over time, artists
have developed custom de-
signs and creatures and incor-
porated characters into their
work,” she added.

Often the yarn bombing is
done to bring warmth to un-
noticed spaces. Old phone
booths or parking bumpers
are transformed by the art.

“Drawing attention to
these things can make a state-
ment, tell a story, tell a joke,
show the beauty in something
not considered attractive,

YARN BOMBING. . . This Christmas angel was entered in the
pole decorating contest this past year and is an example of an
unusual art form called “yarn bombing.” The “angel tree” has
moved from in front of the Wonder City Coffee Shop to a spot in
front of the ROMP Rummage Store. The angel was the work of
sisters, Roxann Yates and Kelly Palmer.
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BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDICRowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Being a good citizen, lead-
ing by example and helping
others are three things Polly
Robinson wants her girls to
learn.

Her daughters, Samantha
and Jessie are following in
their mom’s footsteps and
learning valuable lessons
through the local Locust
Grove 4-H chapter.

Polly, a 4-H alumna, is a
third generation 4-H leader, a
volunteer job that requires
hours of service with no pay.
It comes natural for Polly
since she is only doing what
her grandmother Jane Eden
and mother Barbara Ross
have done before her.  

“It’s a program I believe in
and I want opportunities for
the kids, my kids included,”
Polly said.

Eden was a leader in the
late 50’s when Ross was in
4-H. When Polly and her
brother Layne were in school
Ross took over the leadership
role.Barbara served for 16
years and continues to help
now that her four grandchil-

ing a part of the community,”
Polly said.

Many think of 4-H as an
organization for kids who
show animals. But citizen-
ship, leadership, photogra-
phy, personal development,
art, sewing, wood science
and much more are available
as area of interest for anyone

Third generation 4-H leader says club teaches valuable lessons
dren are active in 4-H.

Polly who is in her sev-
enth year as leader, took on
the role to make sure her
girls learned the same impor-
tant lessons taught be her
grandmother and mother.
Those lesson include citizen-
ship and leadership.

“One of my main goals for
my girls is for them to learn
leadership and an under-
standing of community
through our citizenship
projects,” Polly said.

The girls serve others by
joining their chapter Christ-
mas caroling at a nursing
home. They also work with
senior citizens at the Locust
Grove Community Building.

 The local chapter also
places and picks up trash bar-
rels during Founder’s Day,
parades, car shows and ben-
efits which involve the en-
tire community.

The girls have served as
officers with the chapter and
Samantha has served at the
county level.

“Citizenship is something
my mom instilled in me, be-

THREE GENERATIONS. . . Barbara Ross, Jane Edens and Polly Robinson have all served as
leaders for the Locust Grove 4-H Chapter. Layne Ross and his dad, Roy, have also spent many
hours helping with the 4-H group. Fourth generation picture on Page 9.

looking to join.
4-H is also a great place

for parents to get involved.
“We’re always looking for

members. Kids get the most
out of membership when
their parents are involved,”
Polly said. “We’re here,
we’re still active and we’re
still doing good works.”

The Locust Grove 4-H
chapter meets the second
Wednesday of every month at
the Locust Grove Upper El-
ementary School.
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FOURTH GENERATION . . . The great-grandchildren of Jane
Edens, matriach in this 4-H family are also all members of lo-
cal 4-H club. In front, Dusty Ross, and behind, from left,
Samantha Robinson, Waylon Ross and Jessie Robinson.

It was a clean sweep for
Locust Grove archery teams
at the Salina Outdoor Educa-
tion Tournament in Decem-
ber.

The high school team fin-
ished first (3407) ahead of
Booker T. Washington, sec-
ond (2971), and Wagoner,
third (2788).

The middle school team
was first with 3366 points,
ahead of second place Salina
with 3205, and Coweta with
2873.

The elementary team was
first with 2969 points, fol-
lowed by Salina with 2755,
and Coweta with 2240.

Best overall shooters were
Trenton Gardner, Salina,
with a score of 294, and Katie
Quantie, Locust Grove, with
292 points.

Medalists for the boys’
high school team were Tren-
ton Gardner, Salina, 294; Jus-
tin Kirby, Locust Grove, 290;
Matt Monroe, Locust Grove,
288; Tyler Durnal, LG, 284;
and Taylor Looney, LG, 283.

Top shooters for the girls
high school team were Katie
Quantie, LG, 292; Felicia
Thompson, LG, 291; Amelia

Ingram, LG, 282 (10-10s);
Madison Spoonmoore 282
(2-10s); and Katalia
Schingen, BTW, 278.

Locust Grove had the top
two shooters in the middle
school division: Trenton
Trowbridge, 290, and
Maddox Parks, 289. Other
medalists were Drake Young,
Salina, 286; Payton Burns,
Salina, 285; and Caden
Gardner, Salina, 282.

Bailey Wiggins was the
top shooter for the girls
middle school team with 282
(3-10s), and Gracien Moore
with 282 (1-10). Chaney
Knott had 281, Lani Phillips,
279, and Salina’s Mikhayla
Minear finished with 277
points.

The top three spots in the
boys’ elementary team went
to Chrisholm Crisp, 260; Eli
Swarer, 258; and Dax Dry,
251. Rounding out the med-
alists were Salina’s Jaron
Bailey, 250 (9-10s) and Drew
Young, 250 (5-10s).

Top female shooter in the
elementary division was Sh-
annon Steeley, Family and
Friends, 260, followed by
Locust Grove’s Natalie Van
Horn, 260; Sydney Bird, 254;
Lizzie Hubbard, 252; and
Reaghan River, 245.

Salina Archery Tournament results listed
LOCUST GROVE
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Twenty-two elementary
archers are have joined what
has quickly become an ar-
chery powerhouse in Locust
Grove. In its first year, the
Locust Grove Upper El-
ementary archery team is
showing great potential for
the future of Locust Grove
middle school and high
school archery.

“We have set some really
high standards,” Middle
School archery coach Brad
Cowan admits.

The students have big
shoes to fill. The high school
is the three time defending
state champions and the
middle school is the two time
defending state champs.

The middle school team
was also fourth in the nation
last year and broke the na-
tional scoring record with a
3441.

A total of 66 fourth and
fifth graders showed up for
the first archery practice in
September. After a few prac-
tices and a couple of try-outs
the team was narrowed down
to 22.

first in their very first tour-
nament on Nov. 3, at
Claremore Sequoyah with a
score of 3609. There were
also four individual medalist:
Kelsey Penderson, Raeghan
Rivers, Dax Dry and Conner
Hansen.

On Jan. 5 at the Salina
tournament, the team scored
a total of  3970 points and
had seven medalists: Natalie
Van Horn, Sydnie Bird,

“It turned out to be 11 boys
and 11 girls but that was not
our mast design.” Cowan
said.

Cowan who leads the
middle school team, along
with high school coach
Ladney Keener are joined by
the new elementary coach
Mitchell Keith. A former stu-
dent of Cowan and Keener,
Keith is a college student
who is a certified archery in-
structor.

Even though the LGUE
team is young, Cowan said
teaching them is the same as
teaching the older kids.

“We teach the same thing
to a fourth grader as we
would teach an 18 year-old
senior,” Cowan said. “They
are taught the same thing
over and over until it’s em-
bedded in them.”

By teaching them now,
Cowan said they would en-
ter sixth grade with knowl-
edge of how to shoot the bow.

“It’s pretty exciting really,”
he said.

So far, the LGUE team has
had success. They finished

Young first-year archery group shows promise

FIRST LG ELEMENTARY archery team includes, from left, Pete Ellis, Easton Wall, Eli Swarer,
Conner Hansen, Alex Bridges, Bella Moore, Natalie VanHorn, Saphira Gann, Hannah Coffelt,
Trey Smith, Lily Vernon, Raeshan Rivers, Ruthie-Jane Reed, Sydnie Bird, Bethany Willis, Kelsey
Penderson, and in front, Blaine Jinks and Lizzie Hubbard. Not pictured are Jace Witt, Daxton
Dry and Darius Whaler.

--Photo by Cindy Hubbard

Lizzie Hubbard, Raeghan
Rivers, Chisholm Crisp, Dax
Dry and Eli Swarer.

On Jan. 9, the team won a
tournament in Zion (Stilwell)
with a score of 3355. Indi-
vidual medalists were
Raeghan Rivers, Alex
Bridges, Easton, Eli Swarer
and Have Witt .

 With a start like that,
Cowan feels the elementary
team should fare well at the

state competition.
“We expect to have a re-

ally good state tournament,”
said Cowan.

--Story by Melissa McClendon,
Locust Grove Upper Elemen-
tary School
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The Space Pirates, a Lo-
cust Grove Middle School
robotics team, finished third
in teamwork at the First Lego
League (FLL) Robotics State
Championship at Fire Lake
Arena in Shawnee on Dec.
15. The four-man team quali-
fied for the state competition
after placing first in robot
design at the FLL Qualifier
at Tulsa’s Memorial High
School, Nov. 17.

The team is also known as
Team 24156 was made up of
three newbies and one vet-
eran of robotics competition.
Returning from last year’s
team was seventh grader,
Wade Cunningham.  The
other three members are
eighth grader Tristan Walters,
seventh grader Brody Tho-
mas and sixth grader Jasper
McClendon. Taking advan-
tage of Cunningham’s expe-
rience the four boys put to-
gether a competition worthy
robot.

“This group of boys have

Space Pirates place at Lego Robotics competition

table of judges.
Robot design was an area

of the competition where the
Space Pirates were able to
stand out.

“It was a very complex
design that took lots of time

to build.It was not the simple
wheels and motors that we
saw so much of,” Neff said.

The hard work in their de-
sign paid off when they won
first at the qualifier with the
box design. The square robot
made it easy for the team to
add or remove attachments
during competition.

“My goal was for the team
to make it to state and for the
boys to become independent
thinkers so they could solve
problems on their own,” said
their coach Adam Neff. “In
most classes they are given
information to just regurgi-
tate and I needed them to
think outside of the box to
solve problems.”

Solving problems was key

during the state competition.
As obstacles would pop up
the team would have to
quickly find a solution to
make their robot more com-
petitive. Although the state
competition didn’t go as
smoothly as they had hoped,
the Space Pirates and their
coach were proud of the
progress they have made.

“I am blessed … to have
such a wonderful group of
young men who love robot-
ics,” Neff said.the Core Val-
ues competition.

(Story submitted by Mel-
issa McClendon  who works
in the front office at the Lo-
cust Grove Upper Elemen-
tary School, and is a journal-
ist in her own right.)

really become close. They
work well together, each one
has his own special talent he
brings to the team,” said
coach Adam Neff.

Neff spent everyday with
the boys working on their
design and preparing for their
presentations. The competi-
tion is made up of three pre-
sentations and a robot match.
The presentation are Core
Values, Project Area and Ro-
bot Design.

In the core values presen-
tation the team is given a
challenge that requires them
to think quick and work to-
gether as a team. They are
also required to put together
a presentation that talks
about their team and what
they have learned from oth-
ers.

The Space Pirates created
a treadmill that would gen-
erate enough electricity to
power a light for their project
area. It also required a ques-
tion and answer session by a

THE LOCUST GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL SPACE PIRATES qualified for the state robotics
championship with their third place finish at a competition in Shawnee on Dec. 15. Members
of the team are Tristan Walters, Brody Thomas, Wade Cunningham and Jasper McClendon.
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The Aiden Wells Band
from Tulsa will be playing on
Feb. 8, at Wonder City Cof-
fee from 5:30-7 p.m.

This band plays an eclec-
tic mix of red dirt, rock and
country music.

One of the three band
members is Glen Harris, who
has been managing David
Fishinghawk’s karate group
since David died.

On Feb. 11, have your pre-
school kids join Sarah
Spurrier for Juice Box Jams,
a fun ½ hour of music, sto-
ries and rhythm at 10:30  a.m.
The entertainment is free,
and each child gets a juice
box and a snack.

Mark your calendars for
March 1 and the return of the
incredibly popular “Karaoke
and Coffee” with DJ Dongo
(AKA Don Johnson of LG
Martial Arts).

The January karaoke night
at the coffee shop was a big
hoot with a lot of fun and
very talented singers.

The karaoke will start right

after school to encourage
more young performers, but
anyone is invited to come
grab the mic.

There will be a limit of 2
songs per person so everyone
will get a chance to perform.
The event will run from 4-
5:30 p.m.

Call the coffee shop, 479-
2885, for more information
on any of the events or find

Wonder City Coffee’s
upcoming entertainment

JOHNSON BOYS. . . Don and Norvin Johnson will host another
karaoke night at Wonder City Coffee on March 1 that will run
from 4-5:30 p.m. The first karaoke night was a “big hoot”
according to one participant.

Wonder City Coffee on
Facebook.

All events are free and
open to the public.

  April 5, 2019 is the deadline to enter the contest. They
can be dropped off at Wonder City Coffee with the entry
form found at lgartsalliance.com. Cash prizes will be
awarded in three categories: K-5th grade, 6th-12th grade,
and adult. First place winners will receive $75 in each
category. Second place winners will receive $50, and third
place awards will be $25.

Artists can use any visual medium or variety of me-
dia: painting, drawing, sculpture, mixed media, etc. The
theme and subject matter are up to you, but they should
in some way be inspired by Harjo’s poetry.

The contest evaluation criteria include: evidence of in-
spiration from Harjo’s poetry, creativity, mastery/skill in
particular art medium used, and difficulty.

A professional artist will judge the artwork and select
prizes in each category. Entries should be anonymous and
names only provided on the entry form.

Winners will be announced April 10, at the opening of
the Big Read Art Exhibit at 114 E. Main, at 5:30 p.m.

(Continued from Page 4)

– Big Read –

Invented in 1971 in Kobe,
Japan, karaoke spread to East
and Southeast Asia in the
1980s and subsequently to
other parts of the world.

Kaisuke Inoue invented
the karaoke machine as a
means of allowing those who
performed to do so without a
live back-up.

Karaoke is a typical form
of entertainment for Japanese
business people; they drop
into a bar with colleagues af-
ter work, have a drink, and
enjoy sining popular songs to
the accompaniment of
karaoke.

Karaoke History


