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Read about Roxann
and Jerry Yates jour-
ney to Ireland on
Page 11.

Big Read grant awarded to LGAA

(Story continues on Page 2)

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance (LGAA) is a re-
cipient of a grant of
$14,475 to host the NEA
Big Read in Locust Grove.
A national initiative of the
National Endowment for
the Arts in partnership with
Arts Midwest, the NEA Big
Read broadens our under-
standing of our world, our
communities, and ourselves
through the joy of sharing

One of only 79 grants awarded nationwide, only one in Oklahoma

AUTHOR JOY HARJO’s
book How We Became Hu-
man will be the focus of the
grant.

a good book.
The LGAA is one of 79

nonprofit organizations to
receive an NEA Big Read
grant to host a community
reading program between
September 2018 and June
2019.

The NEA Big Read in
Locust Grove will focus on
“How We Became Hu-
man” by Joy Harjo. Activi-
ties will take place during
the month of April 2019,
and will conclude with a
visit from Harjo on April
26-27, 2019.

“This is an amazing op-
portunity for a small com-
munity, and we look for-
ward to engaging as many
people as possible from all

walks of life and all ages in
coming together to enjoy
this experience,” said Jenni-
fer Henson, President of the
LGAA.

“The National Endow-
ment for the Arts is proud
to support opportunities
for communities across the
nation, both small and
large, to take part in the
NEA Big Read,” said NEA
Acting Chairman Mary
Anne Carter. “This pro-
gram encourages people
to not only discuss a book
together, but be intro-
duced to new perspec-
tives, discuss the issues at
the forefront of our own
lives, and connect with one
another at events.”

The NEA Big
Read showcases a diverse
range of contemporary
titles that reflect many dif-

ting contests, musical en-
tertainment, vendors, and
more.

The festivities will begin
at 9:00 a.m., with the
horseshoe tournament be-
ginning at 10: 00 a.m. Mu-
sical guests (not yet deter-
mined) will begin playing at
11:00 a.m. The Rural Okla-
homa Museum of Poetry

will host a patriotic poem
contest with prizes for all en-
tries.

The Ms and Mr. Liberty
contest winners will be an-
nounced at noon. This con-
test is a way for area youth
to develop their social skills,
win prizes, and support the
community, particularly the

Chamber hosts Independence Day fest July 7

(Continues on Page 4)

The LG OK Area Cham-
ber of Commerce will  host
the 2nd annual Indepen-
dence Day Celebration on
July 7, Saturday, at the LG
Flea Market & Sale Barn.

Festivities include a
BBQ rib cook-off, Ms and
Mr. Liberty contest, horse-
shoe tournament, water-
melon eating and seed-spit-

LIBERTY. . . Kylee Tugmon
and Sydney Schwichtenberg.
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--Big Read--

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activities in Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newsletter, please contact Betty
Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be viewed
at lgartsalliance.com. As LGAA is a nonprofit organization
and the newsletter is provided free to everyone, advertising
must support the publication of this newsletter. Your sup-
port is greatly appreciated.

About  What’s Happening in LG

ferent voices and perspec-
tives, aiming to inspire con-
versation and discovery.
The main feature of the ini-
tiative is a grants program,
managed by Arts Midwest,
which annually supports
dynamic community read-
ing programs, each de-
signed around a single
NEA Big Read selection.

The LGAA will be
working in partnership
with the LG Public
Schools, the Rural Okla-
homa Museum of Poetry
(ROMP),  the LG Public
Library and the LG Cham-
ber of Commerce to ex-
pand the project’s reach in
April 2019.

Activities will include
book discussions at schools
and in the community, art
and literature activities in-
spired by the book, a big
community event at the LG
Pirate Arena and much
more.

For more information
about the NEA Big Read,
please visit arts.gov/
neabigread.

Details for all of the
events will be posted at the
LGAA website:
LGArtsAlliance.com. Ev-
eryone in the community of
Locust Grove is invited to
participate.

NEA Big Read is a pro-
gram of the National En-
dowment for the Arts in
partnership with Arts Mid-
west.

(Continued from Page 1)

“Joy Harjo is a phenomenal poet, and she is
from this area, so it will be great to study and
enjoy her work, get to meet her and see what
kind of impact her poetry can make in our com-
munity.”

--Shaun Perkins

The grant writer Shaun
Perkins, ROMP director,
will oversee much of the
activities for the program,
which is taking place dur-
ing National Poetry Month.

“Joy Harjo is a phenom-
enal poet, and she is from
this area, so it will be great
to study and enjoy her
work, get to meet her, and
see what kind of impact her
poetry can make in our
community,” said Perkins.

Since 2006, the National
Endowment for the Arts
has funded more than 1,400
NEA Big Read programs,
providing more than $19
million to organizations na-

tionwide.
In addition, Big Read

activities have reached ev-
ery Congressional district
in the country. Over the
past eleven years, grantees
have leveraged more than
$44 million in local funding
to support their NEA Big
Read programs.

More than 4.9 million
Americans have attended
an NEA Big Read event,
approximately 82,000 vol-
unteers have participated at
the local level, and 39,000
community organizations
have partnered to make
NEA Big Read activities
possible.

COVEY MASONIC LODGE  #460 recently presented Coach
Brad Cowan and the junior high archery team with a check
for $3,000. This match brought the total proceeds of the
spaghetti dinner/auction to $17,000. Proceeds helped the
team  travel to the national tournament in May.
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Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

Zoo Safari kicks off summer reading
The Locust Grove Pub-

lic Library kicked off sum-
mer reading this month
with a visit from John and
Maria Jinks of Zoo Safari
USA, an animal rescue fa-
cility near Locust Grove.

It was an honor to have
them here and talk to the
kids about some of the ani-
mals they have at their zoo.

 The kids enjoyed get-
ting to see the animals up
close and touch them as
well.

More than 40 people at-
tended the kick off. We
ended the evening eating

ice cream under the shade
trees of the beautifully
manicured lawn of the li-
brary. Thank you, Scott
Ogilvie for taking care of
our lawn.

The Locust Grove Pub-
lic Library has recently
joined a consortia of librar-
ies in Oklahoma known as
the OK Virtual Library.

OK Virtual Library is

powered by OverDrive, a
distributor that provides the
e-books and audio books
for patrons to borrow.

Using OverDrive works
the same as borrowing
from the brick and mortar
library. Borrowers are al-
lowed a set amount of time

to enjoy the books and then
they are retrieved.

Patrons can use devices,
such as Kindle, I-Pad, smart
phone, a laptop or desktop
computer to read or listen
to books.

All that is required is the
OverDrive App be installed
on the device. An an-
nouncement will be made
public as soon as everything
is in place.

Financial assistance for
this special project is made
possible with Federal funds
from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services
administered through the
Oklahoma Department of
Libraries.
--Marea Breedlove, librarian

ZOO SAFARI FRIEND. . . Jeffrey Adams holds Rosie the
Snake during a visit from the Zoo Safari to the library that
kicked off the summer reading program. AT LEFT, some of
the 40 youngsters at the kick-off party enjoy ice cream.

--Photographs by Marea Breedlove, Librarian



DJ’SPhone: 479-5877 Hours: M-F
10:45 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Free Desserts Wednesdays!
When purchased with meal
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Page 4    What’s Happening in LG    June 2018

VFW, which will receive
half of the proceeds of the
tickets the contestants sell.

Ms and Mr. Liberty con-
testants will be selling raffle
tickets throughout June,
and the raffle prizes will
also be given away during
the celebration. The contes-
tants who sell the most tick-
ets win the contest.

BBQ Rib Cook-Off con-
testants need to sign up by
July 5 and be on location at
9:00 a.m. Judging will be at
11:30 a.m., and the public
can purchase a rib dinner
beginning at noon for
$6.00.

Vendors need to sign up
by July 5 also and can do
so at Junk Justified, Won-
der City Coffee, or the
Chamber office. Forms are
available there and also at
the Chamber website at
LocustGroveOklahoma.com.

For more information,
contact Chamber President
Adele Collette, at Junk Jus-
tified or call her at 918-
530-8132.

(Continued from Page 1)

CONTESTS . . . One of the
popular contests from last
year’s Independence Day
Celebration was the water-
melon eating and seed spit-
ting contest which is also
planned for this year.

--Independence Day--

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Chamber elections June 19
On June 19, the Locust Grove Chamber will have an

election for the following positions: vice-president, sec-
retary, treasurer, and for three board member.

The chamber encourages anyone interested in com-
munity service and to help the town of Locust Grove
prosper and thrive to apply. For a candidate form or in-
formation, see Marsha Evans at Builder’s Wholesale or
email her at snavems@gmail.com.

LAST YEAR’S celebration
featured music and a chilli
cookoff. At right VFW Com-
mander Grant Mennecke and
his mother Theresa
Mennecke enjoy the shade.
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Quantie Auto Supply
Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners

Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

     Phone (918) 479-8797
     Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Sanford named LG Teacher of Year

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

(Continues on Page 6)

“Once a Pirate, always a
Pirate.”

These are words that
ring true for one Locust
Grove teacher and a 1995
LG alumna. Jennifer
Sanford, a veteran teacher
of the Locust Grove Upper
Elementary, was named the
2017-2018 LGUE Teacher
of the Year. She was later
crowned Locust Grove
Public School District
Teacher of the Year.
Sanford was filled with
emotion when she was first
heard the news.

“Tears of joy filled my
eyes when the announce-
ment on the intercom was
made that I received
Teacher of the Year at the
Locust Grove Upper El-
ementary,” said Sanford. “I
have been a teacher at Lo-
cust Grove Schools for 17
years and this was the first
time I have received this. I
was overjoyed, excited and
so happy that my col-
leagues, that also deserve
it as well, had selected me.”

TEACHER OF THE YEAR . . . Reading and physical edu-
cation teacher Jennifer Sanford was named the Locust
Grove School System Teacher of the year for 2017-18.

Sanford who had educa-
tion coursing through her
veins, is the daughter of
Roy and Carolyn Flanary.
Roy was a teacher and ad-
ministrator for many years
in Locust Grove.

“From the time I can re-
member I have always
wanted to be a teacher. I
believe my inspiration and
desire began with my dad
being a teacher and later an
administrator. He loved his

students … he had a pas-
sion to inspire kids and help
the ones that needed it the
most, the struggling stu-
dents,” Sanford said.

She remembers playing
school in her bedroom as a
child and feels that is when
her dream to be a teacher
began.

“As I got older, I never
changed my mind. All I
wanted to do was grow-up
and be a teacher and help
kids. I wanted to help kids
learn and influence their
lives in a positive way,”
Sanford said. “I began to
believe this is what I was
destined to do and the only
thing I was certain of. I be-
lieve this was a true calling
in my life.”

Sanford’s teaching ca-
reer began in 2001 after
graduating from Northeast-
ern State University,
Tahlequah. Her first job
was teaching kindergarten.

“I loved being creative
and teaching the little



•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224
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--Teacher of Year--

Got
Community

News?

E-mail information
to the newsletter  at
blperkins@sstelco.com

(Continued from Page 5)
people,” Sanford said.

After a few years of
teaching, Sanford felt her
dream changing. She
wanted more of a challenge
and decided to move up and
teach older students. She
went on to teach third grade
and then second grade.

In the summer of 2017,
an opportunity arose for
Sanford to move out of the
traditional classroom. She
was offered a position
where she would be a Read-
ing Intervention Teacher
half of the day and a Physi-
cal Education Teacher the
other half.

“God had opened a door
for me. I was very excited
because I had lost 35
pounds over the summer
time and I knew all the goals
I had set for myself could
now be shared with my stu-
dents. I would be helping
them in a positive way,
Sanford said. “I am learn-
ing as I teach them in P.E.
about nutrition, hygiene and

safety. I love watching as
they see the connection be-
tween our learning goals
each week and the game or
fitness circuit we are do-
ing.”

Sanford went on to say
she sees many children
struggle with healthy eat-
ing habits and she hopes
they can relate when they
water her struggle with eth
same challenges they have.

The challenges continue
with the reading interven-
tion position. Sanford who
loves teaching kids to read,
feels that this was a good
fit for her.

“The Reading Interven-
tion job couldn’t be more
of a blessing to me. This
year has been an amazing
journey,” said Sanford. The
school year ended on May
18 but Sanford is already
thinking about next year. “I
always hope I am inspiring
my students to reach their
potential and believe in
themselves.”

New Exhibit
Local artist Stuart Horton is featured in this month’s Lo-
cust Grove Arts Alliance Gallery with his artwork, “Expand-
ing Horizons.” The display presents color visuals and black
and white drawings for a full dimension depicting people
and earth. History and future abound in the story of the
artwork. A special meet and greet event was held June 8,
and the exhibit will be on display throughout the month of
June.
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BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

Moore Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Massage

(918) 479-2827 Phone/Fax
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9-1 & 2-6
Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6
Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplements available

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor

Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

413 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 1471
Locust Grove,

OK 74352

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543 FAX
David Fleming, DVM
lganimalclinic@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri.

 7:30 am- 5:30 pm
Sat. 8-Noon

Mystery, Poetry becomes permanent exhibit

In April 2018, the LGAA
celebrated National Poetry
Month with a month-long
exhibit Mystery and Poetry,
based on the work of Ru-
ral Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry director Shaun
Perkins.

The exhibit focused on
Perkins’s 2017 detective
story in verse The Book
with the Beacon Lights,
published by Indian Univer-
sity Press.

The book is a mystery
written in poetry form and
illustrated with photogra-
phy from Betty Perkins and
drawings by Ray Grass.

The exhibit ran the
whole month of April,

PERRY’S JURY . . . Safie McClure becomes a part of the
jury in a special photo-op at the Mystery and Poetry Ex-
hibit at the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry. The ex-
hibit is currently located in the ROMP Rummage Store af-
ter a month-long showing at the LGAA Art Gallery. View-
ers are welcome to come to the store Wednesday through
Saturday to see the exhibit and also to visit an unusual bath-
room extention of the poetry museum. Be warned the bath-
room is an art display like you’ve never seen before.

2018, and was then taken
down. It is currently a per-
manent exhibit inside the
ROMP Rummage Store,
105 E. Main, where you
can see it when the store is
open Wed-Sat, 10-4 p.m.

Shoppers and visitors
can also participate in the
poetry scavenger hunt that
was part of the exhibit.
Those who complete the
hunt and figure out the
puzzle get $5 worth of free
merchandise from the
store.

Don’t miss the haunted
bathroom/museum annex
when you visit the store,
too. For more information,
visit ROMPoetry.com.

Haunted bathroom tour a must
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Locals take trip to Emerald Isle

ATOP FINN MCCOOL’S STEPS . . . Jerry and Roxann
Yates sit on an Irish legend. According to the story, Finn
McCool is the Irish giant who supposedly placed the rocks
as steps to Scotland to fight the Scottish giant Benandonner,
but when he saw how big he was, he came back home. His
wife disguised him as a baby. When Benandonner saw how
big the baby was (It was really Finn.), he ran back to Scot-
land because he thought Finn would be bigger than him.
The rocks have a unique shape, like steps.

By Roxann Perkins Yates
Jerry and I are project-

possessed and don’t truly
relax unless we “get outta
town. So we went big and
traveled to Ireland to jour-
ney down the lush narrow
roads of the wee green
country. We weren’t inter-
ested in tourist snags and
longish lines or queuing up
to kiss a rock or whatever.

Even though we didn’t
kiss the Blarney stone or
sport a selfie stick, we have
a photographic memory of
the experience of the east-
ern side of the isle, north to
south.

Dublin-born Oscar Wilde
said, “being natural is just a
pose.” On our first two days
in Dublin we tried to pose
as “urban gladiators” be-
cause our Swiss Gear back-
packs said that’s what we
would be when toting them.
We were gladiators with
orthopedic shoes, a bunion
buddy, compression socks,
and no sense of where the
arena was. We did get a die-
sel car that stopped running

Summer’s Just Around the Corner.
Time for Air Conditioner Tune Up. Special $90

(Continues on Page 9)

every time we stopped. We
tried to get in the parking
garage, but we didn’t have
a code. The barista next
door came out and gave it
to us. Baristas are so
knowledgeable! We got
stuck between the two bar-
riers, and a nice man freed
us. So we have had our
battles, but we were two
thumbs up so far. Dublin
has 1.8 million people. I’m
sure we saw most of them,
in those first two days,
wearing their sensible shoes
and talking funny, just like
us.

Though we didn’t want
to be herded onto a tour
bus, a kind Connecticut
couple gave us passes that
they would no longer need.
We toured the Irish Whis-
key Museum and did the
tasting. It’s not like wine
tasting. You don’t spit it out
in a bucket. Your belly is
your bucket. Our buckets
were filled, and the tour bus
was an easy off-on-no-
you’re-not-trapped experi-
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ence. Our guide was enter-
taining and cursed a few
times but he said he wasn’t
being rude, just cursing for
emphasis.

We journeyed south one
hour on the wrong side of
the narrow road to the vil-
lage of Kiltegan in Wicklow
County.  Mick in Talk of the
Town pub greeted us with
rugged hands and a gentle
heart. We got two free pints.
Our Airbnb hosts were
splendid folks. The 200-
year-old gated, castle home
was built by an architect to
live in while he renovated
on nearby Humewood
Castle.

We dodged cars, rocks,
and sheep on our winding
trip to Glendalough, a mo-
nastic settlement founded in
the 6th century, dotted with
old tombstones, and sur-

Bay smooths the rocks. At
Wicklow jail (prison) estab-
lished in 1702 chained pris-
oners were made to walk
the treadmill for five hours.
Does this change your mind
about treadmills? We went
to a fish market in Arklow
and bought books at Carpe

Diem Books. Seize the day!
And we did!

We visited the cast of
Tyrrell in Tyrrellspass. In
1597 Richard Tyrrell and
his Irish army defeated the
English. Tyrrells are ances-
tors of my family. It was

(Continues on Page 10)

(Continued from Page 8)

--Emerald Isle--
rounding by waters and
earth’s blooms. It thrived
as a community for hun-
dreds of years. For dinner,
Jerry paid tribute to the
little, trotting lamb by eat-
ing lamb steak.

Dunmore East is a fish-
ing village in SE Ireland. It
reminds me of Doc
Martin’s quaint village.
Jerry ate a hillock of mus-
sels as we looked out at the
Irish Sea. In New Ross we
toured a famine ship—a
cargo ship used to sail
mostly poor and starving
Irish to America during the
mid 19th century potato
famine. They were often
called coffin ships because
as many as 80 percent of
them died. They were al-
lowed 30 minutes a day to
be in the sun and on deck
to cook food.

Farther south, Brittas

ERRANT LAMB . . . This Irish youngster had crossed the
fence and took to the road. The green dye on his back iden-
tifies him as a certain farmer’s lamb. The Wicklow Moun-
tains are in the background.
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

(Continues on Page 11)

(Continued from Page 9)
closed for touring, but we
ate in the restaurant on the
bottom floor. Jerry’s little
mound looked like barf, but
he said it was tasty barf.
People eat with a utensil in
each hand. We are skilled
eaters because we can con-
sume without the extra
hand. Roundabouts (traffic
circles) are everywhere!
Jerry was just telling our
brother-in-law Mark, re-
cently, how safe they are,
but we had a fender bender
in one. The Irish called it
an “accident.” Such sen-
sible souls. Be sure you buy
the super insurance if you
rent a car, so that you don’t
subtract your euros or
pounds.

Gorse in its glory dots
the landscape in yellow. It’s
thorny and works as a fence
for shepherds and farmers.
We took a forest bath to-
day! We went to Victor’s
Way in Roundwood and
bathed in nature. The 22-
acre forest is filled with
hand-carved granite sculp-
tures done by craftsmen in

India who replaced their
chisels every two minutes.
It was a relaxing bath and
an A+ on our list of quirky
destinations.

Brownshill Dolmen, a
burial tomb stone structure,
weighs 150 tons and was
created 5,000 years ago. Of
the 190 in Ireland, this one
at Carlow is the largest. We
were amazed.

Next, we took a pasture
bath by climbing over gates
and dodging cow patties in
the pasture to see
Haroldstown Dolmen. It
was allegedly built by giants
5,000 years ago, and a fam-
ily of the potato famine
lived in it in the 1840s. At
Rathgall Hillfort we trav-
eled down the narrow road
to a man pulling out of his
drive and asked to park in
it. He said, “Sure. I’ll tell
my mother. Goodbye.” We
walked to the rock fort that
has four concentric ram-
parts from the Stone Age.
We climbed a fence and
were there alone with Irish
history.

--Emerald Isle--
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Langley & Blakley Saffell

OPEN: 5 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Monday-Saturday719 E. Main Locust Grove, OK 918-557-2727

Langley & Blakley Saffell

Car Wash & Kool Ice Vending

Patthana Garden is in our
home base, Kiltegan. It’s
one man’s flowering art in
his back yard. The colorful
blooms paint the garden.
Jeremy the turtle is 14 years
old and lives among the
flowers. We have not met a
disgruntled Irishman,
woman yet! They must feed
their souls in the pastures,
rivers, gardens, and forests.

“Game of Thrones” fans
must visit The Dark
Hedges! These birch trees
are more than 200 years old,
and they were planted to
grow into a grand entrance
to a home on the hill in
Ballymoney, Northern Ire-
land. You are free to roam
among the shady giants.

The Giant’s Causeway in
folk lore was created by
Finn McCool throwing
these rocks into the sea, cre-
ating a path to a rival Scot-
tish giant. We visited
Ballintoy Harbor next. This
picturesque place is also a
setting for “Game of
Thrones” episodes. Nearby,

a ruin by the sea is Dunluce
Castle built in the 15th cen-
tury and lived in for hun-
dreds of years until the
scullery fell into the sea.

Bective Abbey in
Kilmessan was built in
1146 on the Boyne River.
Just down the road, is The
Station House Hotel, for-
merly a train station, where
we stayed in the two-story
Signal House.

Jerry and I made giant
steps across this wee green
island. We visited the Stone
Age burial tombs of
Knowth and Dowth. And
watched Allison spin wool
at her 5th generation sheep
farm. We crossed the
Boyne River and saw the
rocky pit where monks
made whiskey from dried
grain. We viewed the Hill
of Tara, home to Irish
kings. We were caressed by
the people and their place.

Then it was time for us
to go home to family in the
hills and valleys of our
green country. We’re so
glad the English decided

hundreds of years ago not
to industrialize Ireland, but
to use it as a playground for

SPINNING LESSON . . . Jerry Yates watches closely as
Allison works at her craft shop where she makes sweaters,
scarves, and other items by using this old spinning wheel.
She also lives on a fifth-generation family farm that raises
sheep and cattle.

(Continued from Page 10) nobility. For two weeks and
two days, we common
Okies played here too.

Yateses return home with Irish memories
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First Bank
724 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 250

Locust Grove, OK 74352

  T (918) 479-5001 F (918) 479-8036

Member FDIC

On June 11, at 10:30
a.m., Sarah Spurrier will be
hosting her very popular
Juice Box Jams, for pre-
school kids who love sto-
ries, music and fun. This is
a great free half-hour of
entertainment.

On June 15, Rashelle
Vaughn will be making
Smoothie Bowls with kids
ages 5-10. This is free, fun
and educational, but spaces
are limited so call the cof-
fee shop to make sure your
kid is registered. The event
is at 10:30 a.m.

Popular local band Com-
mon Ground will be play-
ing again at Wonder City
Coffee Friday night, June
22, from 6-7:30 p.m. The

entertainment is free and
WONDERful, so come en-
joy a great blend of blue-
grass, country, folk and
gospel with Clinton and
Stacey Moore, Robert
O’Rear, and others.

We are proud that you
are reading this column in
the paper put out free of
charge by the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance, but you can
also get a free drink if you
pick up a copy of the local
county paper “The Paper”
anytime in June, cut out the
Wonder City Week column
by Shaun Perkins, and bring
it to the coffee shop.

One column per week
per person gets you a free
drink of your choice!

Wonder City Coffee
upcoming events

PICTURE TIME. . .Joseph
and Jane Rogers pose for a
picture at a recent dinner/
dance held at the Senior Citi-
zens Nutrition Center.

Seniors set
free music
evening

The next senior dance, a
Patriotic Dance, at the Se-
nior Center Nutrition Cen-
ter will be July 7 with the
Hole in the Wall Gang pro-
viding the music.

Dinner at $6 will include
pulled-pork sandwiches,
cole slaw, fried okra and
desserts made by the Lo-
cust Grove Ladies.

Food is served at 5:30
p.m., and the dance will be
held from 6:30-9 p.m.

Only July 21, the center
will offer a free evening of
music with the group Com-
mon Ground playing blue-

grass, country, gospel and
folk music.

Food will be sold from a
concession as a fundraiser
for senior projects. Hot
dogs and sandwiches and
desserts will be available.

Joe Bob Cunningham is being honored on his retire-
ment from Locust Grove School with the school agri-
culture farm being named after him.

Cunningham has taught ag-related subjects for more
than 40 years and has brought attention to the school
and community through his expertise in guilding horse
and cattle judging team to state and national titles.

FFA Farm named for adviser

Mayor Brandon Hawkins moves;
Superintendent Lisa Helton leaves

Two noted community leaders have resigned  and will
move to neighboring communities.

Mayor Brandon Hawkins and his family are in the pro-
cess of moving to Pryor. Vice Mayor Heath Holman, who
is a former mayor, will replace Hawkins on the city coun-
cil.

Superintendent of Schools Lisa Helton has resigned
to take the superintendent’s job at Chouteau Schools.
Helton is married to Kenny Helton, an LGHS graduate
who is employed by the Locust Grove System.


