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A noted Cherokee sto-
ryteller will lead the
Tellebration celebration at
Wonder City Coffee Shop
on Nov. 17. Choogie King-
fisher is a Kituwah-Chero-
kee and a musician who
specializes in flute music
and traditional Cherokee
myths and legends.

This Tellabration event
is sponsored by the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance and
Wonder City Coffee.

In an interview on
powwows.com, Kingfisher
explained the Native ways
that mean the most to him.

 “I am full-blooded

Choogie Kingfisher to lead Tellabration

STORYTELLER. . . Choogie Kingfisher will be telling  tra-
ditional myths and legends of the Cherokees at Wonder City
Coffee Shop Nov. 17, as part of the celebration of
Tellabration across the nation, and sponsored by the Lo-
cust Grove Arts Alliance.

Cherokee with lineage in
the Kituwah, Natchez,
Chickamagua Cherokee
bands. I have been taught
by my grandmothers and
grandfathers, as well as
other elders, and I have
been raised to respect all
life and to always look past
those things that seem to
hinder our lives.”

He went on to explain his
native ways of life: “To give
a person a chance at living
life instead of criticizing
and possibly causing those
people to stray from their
destiny.”

Tellabration is an inter-
national event that takes
place near Thanksgiving in
various venues all over the
world.

This is the 13th year Lo-
cust Grove has had this
storytelling celebration. It
is the second year for the
event to be held at Wonder
City Coffee.

This year the LG Cham-
ber is having a different
Christmas Celebration than
in recent years. The parade
and activities will take
place at night, Dec. 5, Tues-
day, starting at 5:30 p.m.

“We wanted to take ad-
vantage of the lighting of
the Christmas tree by hav-
ing our celebration at
night,” said Christmas Cel-
ebration chairwoman and
Chamber President Adele
Collette.

The Celebration will in-

clude a 5:30 p.m. Tree-
Lighting in the In-N-Out
parking lot, along with
photos with Santa Claus
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Hot
chocolate, apple cider and
cookies will be served.

Town businesses can
decorate their storefronts
to compete for a Best-
Decorated Business prize
from the Chamber. Also,
the Locust Grove Arts Al-
liance is once again spon-
soring a Window Painting
contest (see

LGArtsAlliance.com for
details).

Tickets are on sale now
at local businesses for $1
each for a 50/50 Drawing
and a drawing for prizes.
The winner of the 50/50
will get half of the monies
raised from ticket sales.
You don’t have to be
present to win. The draw-
ing will take place before
the parade. The parade will
start at 7 p.m., and the
Chamber is hoping that any

Christmas Parade at night this year

The soldier above
all others prays for
peace,  for it is the sol-
dier who must suffer
and bear the deepest
wounds and scars of
war
Douglas MacArthur
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activities in Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com
or 918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you
have news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in
future issues, or want to place an ad in the newsletter.  As
LGAA is a nonprofit organization and the newsletter is pro-
vided free to everyone, advertising must support the publi-
cation of this newsletter. Your support is greatly appreci-
ated.

About  What’s Happening in LG

Church News

Moore Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Message

(918) 479-2827 Phone/Fax
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9-1 & 2-6
Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6
Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplements available

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor

Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

413 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 1471
Locust Grove,

OK 74352

FUMC makes plans for November;
youth sets December gift wrapping
fundraiser at church

Dear Editor:
Congratulations on your excellent newsletter produc-

tion. How good to read about all the interesting events
in Locust Grove.

Hometown boy Hippy Foreman (Class of 1959 at
LGHS)  has expressed his delight in reading news about
his place of raising.

My friend, Wanda Key, sends me the monthly copy.
After reading it from cover to cover, I mail it to Hippy
who has lived in Australia thirty plus years.

So the newsletter goes “Down Under.”
Keep up the good work!
Sincerely,
Zelda Gates Chandler
Class of 1951
Editor’s Note: Zelda lives in Broken Arrow and visits

Wonder City Coffee when she comes to Locust Grove.

Reader obtains

 newsletter from

a friend, sends

it on to Australia

Members of the First United Methodist Church’s youth
have activites for the month including a Nov. 5 district-
wide hay ride at Camp Egan.

The youth will meet Nov. 15 to get ready for the an-
nual Christmas play.

On Nov. 19 a traditional Thanksgiving dinner will be
held after chuch services. The youth group will also go
bowling on this day.

Nov. 22 is movie night at the church, and the Christ-
mas play will be held Dec. 10 during worship which be-
gins at 10:45 a.m.

A youth fund raiser is also planned for the holiday sea-
son when they will host a gift wrapping event.

Gifts can be dropped off Nov. 25, Nov. 29, Dec. 3,
Dec. 6, Dec. 13 and Dec. 17, starting at 1 p.m. and last-
ing until 5 p.m.

Pickup of the wrapped gifts is from 7-8 p.m. on the
day of the drop off.

For those who bring their own wrapping and decora-
tive materials, the cost of getting the gift ready for giv-
ing is $2 per gift. If the youth provide the wrapping pa-
per and bows, the cost is $3 per gift.

Monies earned with go to help provide  the activities
of the Methodist Youth Fellowship.
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

Got
Community

News?

E-mail information
to the newsletter  at
blperkins@sstelco.com

The Locust Grove Arts Alliance is sponsoring a gal-
lery showing of handmade holiday ornaments created for
any holiday that you choose. The entries will begin being
displayed in the LGAA/Chamber office art gallery on
Nov. 13. All entries will be hanging in the gallery until
Jan. 3, 2018.  They will then be transferred to a tree dis-
played in the office.

“Wonder City Coffee will have supplies donated by
the LGAA for people to come and go and create orna-
ments on Monday, Nov. 20, from 9 to 6. Entry forms
will be available, and the cost is $5 per ornament entered
in the contest,” Roxann Yates, show coordinator, said.

The deadline for entering the contest is Dec. 1.
“Ornaments can be created to celebrate any holiday.

They must be suitable for hanging on an indoor tree that
will be on display in the LGAA/Chamber office after the
contest,” Yates said.

Three artists’ ornaments with the most votes by the
public on Dec. 5, the day of the Chamber sponsored
Christmas Parade, will win $50 each. Contest categories
include: Best Nature Ornament—one that incorporates
elements of Mother Nature; Most Artistic—one that best
incorporates aesthetic, creative, inventive techniques;
Most Impactful—one that is the most dynamic, impres-
sive, and moving.

“Each entry will be numbered; names will be added to
the entries after the voting is complete. Voting, by the
public, will run from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 5 in the
office, and winners will be announced at 5 p.m.,” Yates
said.

Entry forms are available at the LGAA website: https:/
/lgartsalliance.com/holiday-ornament-contest/. Contes-
tants may also pick up the forms at the office or at Won-
der City Coffee.

LGAA sponsors gallery showing
An ornament for any holiday
can be made, entered in contest

MEMORY ORNAMENT.
.  One of the ornaments
already entered in the
contest is this memory
locket adorned with beads
and a picture of two fam-
ily members. Any type of
ornament can be make for
the gallery showing at the
office of the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance. A special
workshop with all sup-
plies available free will be
offered Nov.20.



“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

DJ’SPhone: 479-5877 Hours: M-F
10:45 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Free Desserts Wednesdays!
When purchased with meal

Good Food. Good Service.
Good People.
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(Continued from Page 1)
--Christmas Parade--
area groups, businesses, organizations or individuals who
are interested will create and enter a float this year. A
special challenge went out to all area churches for a
friendly competition for the Church Float Winner.

To be a vendor or to participate in the parade, you will
need to fill out the forms at the Chamber website at
LocustGroveOklahoma.com. The forms can also be
picked up at Junk Justified or Wonder City Coffee.

The Chamber needs your help to make this celebra-
tion extra-special. Please contact Collette at 918-530-
8132 or see her at Junk Justified downtown or email her
at junkjustified@yahoo.com for more information.

Once again the LGAA is
sponsoring a Christmas
Wiindow-Paintiing Contest.
We need organizations,
groups, businesses, and in-
dividuals to paint a business
window and beautify the
town for the season—just in
time for the Christmas Cel-
ebration & Parade on Dec.
5.

All windows must be
painted during the month of
November to be eligible for
the contest.

An out-of-town judge

will select the 1st and 2nd
place winners, who will re-
ceive $75 and $25.

A People’s Choice
award will also be given.
To vote for your favorite
window, donate any
amount of money from a
penny to??? for that spe-
cific window. The window
with the most money will
win this award, and the
winner will receive half of
all the money contributed.
The other half will go to the
LGAA to fund future

projects.
To donate and cast your

vote for the People’s
Choice award, put your
money in an envelope, seal
it, and write the name of the
business with the painted
window of your choosing.

Bring this envelope by
Wonder City Coffee or the
LGAA office anytime be-
fore December 4, at 5:00
p.m.

Winners will be an-
nounced and prize money
available at the LGAA of-
fice on Dec. 5, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m.

If you are an LG business
willing to have your

window(s) painted, please
contact Shaun Perkins at
918-864-9152 or
okiestoryteller@gmail.com
or message her on
Facebook.

If you want to paint a
window, please contact
Shaun to find out which
business you can do.

NOTE: This year, busi-
nesses are responsible for
cleaning their own window
after the event, and paint-
ers are responsible for pro-
viding their own paint and
brushes.

Last year’s contest really
made the town look awe-
some. Let’s do it again!

Window decorating contest set again

Special Thanks
Without the generosity of

the following individuals
and businesses, the In An
Instant Photo Art Show
wouldn’t have been possible:

Anchor Stone, Bob Tay-
lor, Wonder City Coffee, Ru-
ral Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry, Sarah Coday, Betty
Perkins, Justin and Linda
Cowan, Bryon Totty, Dean
Majors, Jerry Yates and Tay-
lor Fleming.
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Quantie Auto Supply
Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners

Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

     Phone (918) 479-8797
     Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

3 Operators:

Tracie Wilkinson, owner

Kenley Burns

Sandy Burford

New Location Downtown

Locust Grove

918-479-6414

Tracie’s Beauty Shop

CANDY FISTFULS. . . Tony Mounce  hands out candy on
Halloween in front of Tracie’ Beauty Shop.

--Photo by Rebecca Mounce

ROMP Rummage Store
closed at the end of Octo-
ber at its old location so it
could move to a new one.
On Nov. 18, the store will
have a Grand Re-Opening
at 105 E. Main, next to DJ’s
Diner.

The event will run dur-
ing normal store hours, 10-
4, and will feature door
prizes and a drawing for a
big special prize (not deter-
mined at press time).

ROMP Rummage is op-
erated by volunteers Doris
Rable, Betty Perkins and
Shaun Perkins. At the new
location and with the addi-
tion of a new volunteer,
Virginia Bayless, the store
will also be open one extra

day, Wednesday, from noon
to 4 p.m. The store will
continue its regular days/
hours of business: Thurs-
day-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.

ROMP Rummage is a
nonprofit thrift store that
funds the work of the Ru-
ral Oklahoma Museum of
Poetry, a 501(c)(3) charity
organization. The store
runs solely on donations
and is the primary source
of revenue for the museum.
All donations are tax-de-
ductible.

For more information,
visit ROMPoetry.com or
call/email Shaun at 918-
846-9152 or
ROMPoetry@gmail.com.

ROMP Rummage Store
plans Grand Re-Opening

Be Thankful
Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up

having more. If you concentrate on what you
don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.

--Oprah Winfred



Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork
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For the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry’s first
Halloween Haiku Contest, there were 73 entries. The
winners were announced at a Halloween Haiku party
on Oct. 27.

The Best Poem was written by Meredith Reeder, the
Best Costume was won by the Yates’ sisters—Isabel,
Eleanor and Adeline, and the Best Reading was by
Hayley Goodman as Godzilla. Each winner received a
$50 prize.

Other winners who received gift cards included 2nd

and 3rd place for their poetry—Lora Collier and Sheri
Gourd, and 2nd place for costume to Hayley Goodman.

Here is the winning poem by Reeder:
Fright Takes Flight
Dark skies kiss strange flight
Witches, clowns and elves delight
Nightmares now abound.
–Meredith Reeder
 To see all the winning entries, go to ROMPoetry.com.

Haiku contest winners named

HALLOWEEN HAIKU contest winner was Meredith
Reeder. She is shown with her poem and the postcard which
inspired it.

MORE HAIKU WINNERS. . . Hayley Goodman, left,  was
named best reader of  her haiku, and the Yates girls, Isabel,
Eleanor and Adeline, shown with their mother, Kim, won
the contest for best  costume.
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Erica Schmitt Nita  Fox

•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

JUICE BOX JAMS. .
Kristopher Thom, left,
won a remote control
boat as the winner of the
best costume at the Juice
Box Jams meeting Oct.
30, hosted by Sarah
Spurrier.

FIREFIGHTERS 50/50 CONTEST. . . Larry Savage won
the drawing when the Locust Grove Fire Department held
a 50/50 drawing Oct. 14. Savage donated his winnings back
to the department which provided $291 to the firefighters.
The fire department wanted to thank everyone who donated
to the fundraiser.

LGAA, Chamber seek volunteers
The LGAA and the

Chamber are looking for
volunteers to man their new
joint office at 114 E. Main.
Volunteers are needed  who
can be there 3-4 hours a
week. The office will ide-
ally be open Monday
through Friday from 9-4
and on Saturday from 9-
Noon.

We are currently in need
of volunteers during these
days and times:

Wednesday-Thursday,
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Friday, 9:00 a.m.—
Noon

If you can volunteer a
few hours on one of those
days, let us know. Please
contact Roxann Yates at
918-530-5321 or
roxannperkins@gmail.com.

Volunteers now are
Shelley Horton, Carrolyn
Foster, Roxann Yates,
Betty Perkins, Pam
Quantie, Virginia Bayless.

Business owners  and
organization members are
also invited to come by
with brochures and flyers
about events happening at
their business or sponsored
by a church or organiza-
tion.



(Continues on  Page 9)
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Oct. 14
activities
varied
A vintaage car comes out
of a cloud of smoke below,
Boy Scouts sell items, and
a row of cars from the Out-
law Car Club line up.
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Locust Grove, OK 74352

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St./PO Box 1213

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX lgtag@sstelco.com

New

Car Cruise, Burn Out,
yard sale, art show pics

FUN FILLED DAY. . . Oct. 14 was a day of entertainment
for Locust Grove and area citizens when a car cruise, a
burn out, an art show and yard sales throughout the town
were happening.
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Wonder City announces entertainment
On November 17, Locust Grove will participate in the

international event which is called TELLABRATION!™
which is a worldwide evening of storytelling, usually held
the third Saturday in November.

Tellabration, as its website describes, “creates a net-
work of storytelling enthusiasts bonded together in spirit
at the same time and on the same weekend.”

 The Wonder City Tellabration will feature Choogie
Kingfisher, acclaimed storyteller and fluteplayer. King-
fisher is a Kituwah-Cherokee storyteller and musician
who specializes in flute music and traditional Cherokee
myths and legends.

Kingfisher will tell stories from 6-7 p.m. Come early
to get a seat and a drink/dessert, if you would like. The
free event  is good for all ages, and it will be a great
storytelling night.

WCC does not have entertainment scheduled for Black
Friday, Nov. 24, but you can take a break from shopping
or if you have family in town, you should bring them in
for a coffee or tea, dessert or lunch.

December starts with a new act at WCC, Clint Harper,
a local singer/musician, who will play a solo acoustic act
from 6-7:30 p.m. on Dec. 1.

Harper plays a variety of 90’s rock music and more,
with a strong liking for Pearl Jam.

Another first in December will be the 1st David
Fishinghawk Memorial Foosball Tournament on Dec. 8.

On the tournament quality Tornado foosball table,
WCC will have a single-elimination DYP (Draw-Your-
Partner) competition open to 16 players of any age or
skill level.

Players need to put their names in the hat to play by
5:15 p.m., and the tournament will start at 5:30 p.m. Play-
ers can sign up earlier than 5:15 p.m., but they must be

there by that time to participate.
Names will be drawn out of the hat and placed on the

brackets in the order they are drawn.
The entry fee is $10, with the team that wins getting

half of the entry fee money and the other half going to
start a scholarship account for David Fishinghawk’s
daughter Madison.

Any monetary donations for the scholarship account
will be accepted outside of the tournament money, also.

Keep up-to-date on WCC events by liking the Won-
der City Coffee Facebook page. Call 918-479-2885 for
more information.

PUMPKIN PAINTERS . . . More than 40 people, young
and old, turned out for the last painting workshop led by
Pam Quantie at Wonder City Coffee and sponsored by the
Locust Grove Arts Alliance. This was the second workshop
Quantie has presented, and both have been more than the
room available, and painters have turned out some quality
pieces of art to take home.
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By Wanda Key
March 3, 1944, in Yon-

kers, OK, it was a beauti-
ful spring day. Mayes Key
was celebrating his 18th

birthday with family. Life
was good; he didn’t have a
worry in the world. Sum-
mertime was spent working
in the field and helping Joe
Young at the grocery store.

The best times were
Sunday afternoons when
15 to 20 boys would swim
in Grand River.

Winters were spent hunt-
ing coons and possums. A
possum hide could be sold
for 25 cents. With his cous-
ins, the Ketchers, Hollands,
and Youngs, Key enjoyed
his youth in Yonkers.

By the end of March
1944, Key received a
“greeting from Uncle
Sam.” Before the month
was over, Key was on a
train to Wagoner.

He met 40 other young
men at the court house—
some his age, and some
older. They went by char-
tered bus to Fort Sill.

Arriving during the
night, they were told to go
inside the barracks, pick a
bunk, and be ready to be
sworn in the next day.

On the top of Key’s bunk
rested a beautiful medal-
lion. The material was ivory
colored, trimmed in bur-
gundy. On the front was the
image of Jesus and a cross

was on the back. He didn’t
see a medallion on any
other bunk, and he said to
himself, “I’m taking you
with me.”

Key journeyed to Little
Rock and then on to En-
gland, France, Holland,
Belguim during the Battle
of the Bulge, and across
the Rhine River.

On his way to Berlin, he
was captured in a little
German town. He walked
for two days to a German
prisoner of war camp,
Stalag 11.

In a room with a table
and chair, Key was told to
empty his pockets. A Ger-
man officer inspected the
items, picked up the medal-
lion, turned it over and
over, looked at it through
a magnifying glass, and
pushed it across the table
to Key.

The war was over within
a year, and Key returned
home with the medallion
still in his pocket. Later, in

Veteran recalls story of medallion
1950, Key served in the
Korean War. The medallion
and Key traveled to Japan
and Korea with the 45th

Division for a year and a
half.

Seventy-three years ago,
Key picked up a medallion,
and it was his pocket com-
panion during two wars. It
is now worn and fragile and
is kept in a special place. I
will always wonder how it

came to be on his bunk.
Many of our veterans

never came home. As we
honor all our veterans, past
and present, take time to
give your dad or grandpa a
big hug. And, maybe,
grandma needs one too.

Don’t forget to pray for
all our service men and
women that are in harm’s
way, all over the world, to
keep them safe.

OFFICE CEILING TILE . . . This ceiling tile painted by
Patty Jackson is one of the new ones  just placed in the
LGAA and Chamber office on Main Street. Anyone who
would like to paint a tile is invited to come by Wonder City
Coffee to pick one up. See more tiles on Page 12.
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The office of the Locust Grove Arts Alliance and the
LG Chamber of Commerce is getting some beautifying
on its ceiling with a lot of other changes inside and out.

LGAA members and others have been painting the
ceiling tiles in a large variety of ways and using a large
variety of materials to decorate the tiles.

Tiles shown include those of  Ray Grass, top left,  Sara
O’Dell, top right.

SPICE auction, dinner
set November 11 at the
Upper Elementary

The Locust Grove Upper Elementary School will host
the annual SPICE auction and dinner on Nov. 11.

The silent auction and dinner will begin at 6 p.m., and
the live auction will begin at 7 p.m.

SPICE is a non-profit organization which raises money
each year to fund individual teacher’s requests through
its grant program.

Grants for teaching supplies, furniture, educational
trips, and special  materials have been funded in the past.

Sarah Coday was the top winner in the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance’s “Instant Photo Art Show,” and all of the
pictures are still on display at the Alliance’s office on
Main Street, for those who were unable to visit the show
when it opened Oct. 14.

Coday’s picture, “Big City Love,” was a New York
scene and she mounted it on a wooden cutout of the
United States.

Kelly Palmer’s “Which Way” won second place, and
Sula Robertson’s “Our Lady of Hogan’s,” placed third.

The People Choice award went to Harper Meehan,
for a photo she titled A “Doc’s Drive.”

Honorable Mentions went to Kelly Palmer for “Poem
in a Minute” and “Garden Grace;” Roxann Yates for
“Think Happy,” “Wind and Weeds,” and “Sentinels.”

Coday also received an honorable mention for “NYC
Street Art.” Other honorable mentions went to Betty
Perkins for “Banana Book,” to Abby Troyer for “Peek-
a-Boo,” to Georgia Rainbolt for “Live, Love, Laugh,”
and to Zac Duck for “Sand and Sunset.”

The top awards of $300, $200 and $100 were given
for first, second and third place.

The tiny art show will be on view through Nov. 18,
when the next exhibit, “Holiday Ornaments,” will go on
display and run through December.

This next display, also a competition, will include the
making of an ornament for any holiday and using any art
form. More details can be obtained with entry forms at
Wonder City Coffee and ROMP Rummage Store.

In-An-Instant Photo winners

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS. . . Sarah Coday’s first place
photo is at top, followed by Kelly Palmer’ second place at
lower left, and Sula Robinson’s winner at bottom right.

Ceiling Tiles added to office


