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The coloring page cover  of the Children’s Theater‘s next
play will  feature a  sketch by Willard Stone. See P.  5.

(Continues on Page 3)

CLOWN VISIT. . . Skeeter the Clown is scheduled to be at
the Early Learning Center and the Upper Elementary on
Sept. 8 in preparation for the arrival of the Culpepper and
Merriweather Circus on Sept. 15.

Clown precedes circus
Sponsored by the Locust Grove Area Chamber of

Commerce, the Culpepper and Merriweather Circus will
have two performances on Sept. 15. The first at 5 p.m.
and the second at 7:30 p.m. on the lot next to the middle
school at 700 N. Hwy. 82.

In advance of the circus, Skeeter the Clown will visit
the elementary schools on Sept. 8. The 20-minute as-
sembly program will be entertaining but also educational.

Skeeter will “teach” the sudents in a fun way, incor-
porating history, math, Spanish, American Sign Language,
listening, following directions and cooperation.

She will ask for a few volunteers to help her on stage,
and she will also do a little slight-of-hand magic.

Between 9 and 9:30 a.m., people are invited to come
watch the raising of the Big Top, then stay for a free tour
of the circus grounds. This presentation has become a
popular program for families and interested community
members. It is presented in such a way that young and
old can learn facts about the circus.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. . . A grant to paint the outside
facades of the old In-N-Out Center was obtained, and now
volunteers are needed. Join members of the Locust Grove
Chamber this weekend, Sept. 2-3, to paint this area in the
middle of downtown. Businesses getting a face lift are ROMP
Rummage Store, Horsefeathers Embroidery and Sewing,
Kern Tax Service, Brat Computers and T&L Vapor Store.
For more information, contact Roxann Yates by email at
roxannperkins@gmail.com. or by phone at 918-530-5321.

Thirty-nine groups across Oklahoma have been cho-
sen to participate in Fresh Paint Days. This Keep Okla-
homa Beautiful program is designed to encourage vol-
unteers to seek out community structures and renovate
them with the creative use of resources. This year, Lo-
cust Grove Area Chamber of Commerce was chosen as
one of the participating groups through the grant written
by Roxann Yates.

Fresh Paint Days is a program founded on the col-
laboration between HIS Coatings and Keep Oklahoma
Beautiful which supplies the paint, and PSO provides a
stipend for supplies; selected communities supply the vol-
unteers and elbow grease. This program has helped to

LG Area Chamber wins
Keep OK Beautiful grant

(Continues on Page 3)
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LGAA meets Sept. 13 at VFW

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities
in Locust Grove that our community might be interested
in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com
or 918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you
have news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion
in future issues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates
at 918-530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com.
As LGAA is a nonprofit organization, advertising must
support the publication of this newsletter. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

About What’s Happening in LG

The next meeting of the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance will be at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 13, at the VFW Hall.

At the August meeting, the group welcomed teacher
liaisons as new members: Brandon Hall, high school;
Ann Phillips, middle school; Tara Bennett, early learn-
ing center, and Pam Glass, upper elementary

Members of the LGAA are planning to assist the
Chamber of Commerce in its Fresh Main Days Sept.
2-3. The Chamber received a grant to supply the paint.
The businesses within the old In-N-Out Center L will
be painted.

April Stone, director of the LGAA Children’s The-
ater, had a successful Battle of Locust Grove perfor-
mance Aug. 9, and she is currently working on the
play about her grandfather, Willard Stone.

An interest has been expressed for more T-shirts
with the LGAA logo on the front. President Jennifer
Henson said she would check with Hometown Shirt
Shack to order more.

Shaun Perkins reported that the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry (ROMP) is free and open to the
public. She is waiting to hear back on a grant to pro-
vide outdoor holders for the poetry labyrinth at the
museum.

Members of LGAA provided breakfast items at the
back to school day for teachers. They also gave door
prizes (along with the First United Methodist Church
and HCE group), at the luncheon for teachers on the
same day at the church.

The LGAA meets the second Wednesday of each
month at 5:30, at the VFW Hall.

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

60-year-old calendar
now in downtown store

Back in the fifties, Hersal
Wilkinson and Ken Woo-
druff worked diligently on
founding the Ozark Port-
land Cement Co. which is
still in operation today on
Ni-Pak Road.

To celebrate the opening
of the cement plant,
Wilkinson ordered some
impressive-looking tin cal-
endars. The calendars were
copper-colored and fea-
tured the day of the month
in large letters which
dropped down from a spi-
ral bar. The day of the week
and month of the year were
determined by rotating two
wheels on the back of the
calendar.

The calendars were
given to business associ-
ates, and some managed to
get into the hands of family
members. Wilkinson gave
his brother-in-law, Bill
Brantley, one of the calen-
dars.

When “Uncle Bill” died,
the calendar passed to his
son, Mike Brantley, who
lives in the Oklahoma City
area.

Recently Brantley ran
across the calendar in a box
of memorabilia, and
thought it might be a good
idea to pass it on to one of
Wilkinson’s daughters,
who still live in Locust
Grove. Doris Rable is
Wilkinson’s youngest
daughter. “Aunt Doris”

gave it to one of her nieces,
Kelly Palmer.

Palmer was delighted
with the calendar and
promptly rolled the date to
Friday, October 28, and
placed it in the downtown
window of her coffee shop
which she plans to open on
that day.

GREAT-GRANDFATHER’S
GIFT. . .This 60-year-old cal-
endar is now in the window of
Kelly and Mark Palmer’s
downtown coffee shop which
plans an Oct. 28 opening.
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Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

(Continued from Page 1)

--Circus is coming--
Discount tickets are on

sale now at ROMP Rum-
mage Store, Sisters Sweets,

Locust Grove Tag Agency,
Rowland’s Quick Stop,
Bank of Locust Grove and
Builders Wholesale and
Hardware Supply.

If bought before the day
of the performance, the
tickets will be $10 for adults
and $7 for seniors (65 and
older) and for children, 2-
12. Children under 2 are ad-
mitted free.

On the day of the perfor-
mance, the cost will be $13
for adults and $8 for seniors
and children.

revitalize communities across Oklahoma with a fresh coat
of paint.

The building chosen for LG’s paint job is actually a
building complex which currently houses several busi-
nesses and has historically served as a central meeting
location for town events and daily life. In order to revi-
talize Main Street and lead its neighbors in refinishing
their store fronts, the group has chosen the old In-N-Out
Center to receive a new paint job Sept. 2-3.

Roxann Yates, who serves on the Chamber’s Board of
Directors wants to “encourage businesses to spruce up”
and “attract new businesses” to town. “The Chamber and
partners have been working diligently to promote busi-
ness, engage the community in events and activities, clean
up, dress up and fill up this town with wonder,” Yates
told KOB, with hopes of respecting the town’s nickname
‘Wonder City of the Grand River Valley.’”

The group will have 30 days to complete its project
using donated paint from H.I.S Coatings of Oklahoma
City and a stipend from Public Service Company of Okla-
homa, Keep America Beautiful/Anheuser-Busch, and the
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality.

Locust Grove Oklahoma Area Chamber of Commerce
will be one of 39 groups competing for the “Best Visual
Impact Award.”

-Keep OK Beautiful-
(Continued from Page 1)

LGAA  LIAISONS. . . Jennifer Henson, center, poses with
newly appointed liaisons from the four schools: Brandon
Hall, Ann Phillips, Tara Bennett and Pam Glass. It is hoped
that the liaisons will help the LGAA further its mission to
support the arts for all.

“Education is not preparation for life;
education is life itself.”

--John Dewey

COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Justin Cowan -- Agent

Phone: 918-479-5273
Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

   P.O. Box 129 -- 410 E. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
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“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

Chamber makes plans for circus, paint days

K & D’s Vapor Store
117 East Main
Locust Grove
(918) 479-7977

Come VAPE with us!
We have all your vaping needs!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

The Locust Grove Area
Chamber of Commerce had a
full slate of business items to
address when it met Aug. 16
at the VFW Hall, including
the need to find another board
member and the purchase of
a new Tracfone with a num-
ber change.

A volunteer is needed to fill
the vacancy on the board of
Debby Perry who resigned
from her position. The slot is
a 2-year commitment to serve,
from now until June 30, 2018.
Anyone interested should
contact a board member.
Other board members are
Kate Bowerin, chairperson;
Roxann Yates, Theresa
Mennecke, Jeff Kerr and Jerry
Yates.

The new Chamber tele-
phone number is 918-378-
8408. The phone will be an-
swered by Roxann Yates.
Chamber board members and
officers phone numbers are on
the website
locustgroveoklahoma.com.

Chamber Vice President
Shaun Perkins is in the pro-
cess of producing a town di-
rectory. The directory will list
businesses, churches, non-
profits and other organiza-
tions. She has contacted 62
businesses and organizations
so far. Perkins said that inter-
est has been good, and she will
have the directory ready by
Christmas time.

Skeeter, the clown, will be
here Sept. 8 from 8-11 a.m.
to do 20-minute presentations
at the elementary schools, in
conjunctions with the sched-
uled visit by the Culpepper
and Merriweather Circus on

Sept. 15.  She needs an escort
to each school and a place to
park her van the night before.

Two performances – 5 and
7:30 p.m. – are scheduled.
Chamber members will be vis-
iting local businesses in an
effort to sell tickets before the
Sept. 15 date. The chamber
benefits more from the pre-
sale of tickets than it does on
the actual day of the perfor-
mances.

Kate Bowerin and Theresa
Mennecke volunteered to help
at the Dam Jam break tent on
Cole-Strang road on Sept. 10.

Roxann Yates applied for
a grant from Keep Oklahoma
Beautiful, which was awarded
for paint donated by HIS
Coatings, and PSO provided
a grant for $300 to buy sup-
plies to paint the old In-N-Out
shopping center at the south-
east corner of Broadway and
Main Street.

The project must be fin-
ished by Sept. 30, and volun-

teers are needed to help with
the painting. Volunteers are
needed to paint on Sept. 2 and
3. Jennifer Henson has pro-
vided a pressure washer to
help get the buildings ready to
paint. If you can help, contact
Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com or
at 918-530-5321.

Annissa Fleming recom-
mended that the chamber use
Tatur Racing as a race direc-
tor for the 5 and 10K races
which Locust Grove hopes to
sponsor in 2017. The cost for
Tatur Racing to direct the

races will be $350.
Secretary Marsha Evans

asked each member to select
the top three choices of NTC
seminars he/she would like to
see the chamber bring to Lo-
cust Grove. Some of the semi-
nars involve a cost while oth-
ers are free. A complete list
was emailed to chamber mem-
bers.

The chamber set a date for
the Christmas Parade: Dec. 3
at 2 p.m., and volunteers are
needed for the various com-
mittees which include the
Christmas parade, financial,
directory, fresh paint days,
circus, race, and Founder’s
Day.

The next chamber meeting
will be at 6 p.m., Sept. 20, at
the VFW Hall.

Circus, paint days, 5-10K races,

parades all on C of C’s agenda



September  2016     What’s Happening in LG    Page 5

Quantie Auto Supply
Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners

Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

     Phone (918) 479-8797
     Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Town directory: get business represented

Hugh J. Callery, a mem-
ber of the Centennial Com-
mittee which published a
history of the town, says a
few books and CDs are
still available.

They can be purchased
at the LG Library, The
book is $30 and the DVD,
$20. Checks should be
made out to the LG Cen-
tennial Committee.

History book available

The Locust Grove OK
Area Chamber of Com-
merce is working on a di-
rectory that will help
people from our area locate
services and will also en-
courage people from out of
town to visit.

This 2017 Town Direc-
tory will be a full-color
print publication that will

highlight information about
our town’s businesses,
churches, schools and or-
ganizations.

The copies of the direc-
tory will be free and will be
distributed in town and the
county, and throughout the
state at tourist information
areas.

Ads are $25 for ¼ page,

$50 for 1/2 page, and $125
for a full page. With the
purchase of a full-page ad,
you will also get a full-page
profile story.

The Chamber is encour-
aging new members and
renewals by offering this
perk: With membership,
your ad and profile page
will be added to the
Chamber’s website at
locustgroveoklahoma.com.
These members will also be
periodically highlighted
throughout 2017 on the
Chamber’s Facebook page.

The deadline for ad copy
is October 15.

“We want to include ev-
ery single business, orga-
nization and church in
town,” said Chamber
Vice-President Shaun
Perkins. “This will be a
great resource for people
who live here and will also
highlight all LG has to of-
fer for those who may not
be familiar with us.”

For more information,
see Town Directory on the
Chamber’s website:
locustgroveoklahoma.com
or contact Perkins at 918-
864-9152 or email her at
okiestoryteller@gmail.com.

Save a spot in the directory today!
Seamless Steel Siding * Seamless Steel Gutters *
Steel Soffit & Fascia * SteelRoofing
* Seamless Steel Log Siding
* Replacement Windows

ABC Seamless of
Northeast Oklahoma

Ken Lusk
abcseamless.com/neok

yoderseamlesssiding@gmail.com
479-313-5287

“The Siding
Without
the QUACKS!”
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Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Old-Fashioned
Lunch Meat
Daily Specials!

Back-to-School Events
Teachers gather for breakfast
(below) provided by the
LGAA, the Chamber, Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry,
RAE Corp. Wonder City Cof-
fee, Harps, Sisters Sweets, and
Walmart. LGAA President
Jennifer Henson, far left, vis-
its with Superintendent Lori
Helton. Near left, Sheri
Weaver won one of the door
prizes, provided by LGAA and
the First United Methodist
Church and HCE, and bottom
left, Ted Mayes, high school,
and Lori Ragsdale, adminis-
tration support staff, won door
prizes.
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(Continues on Page 9)

“I like to work with
numbers,” Jeff Kerr, Vice
President of Bank of Lo-
cust Grove, said.

“We do have fun at
work. We laugh at each
other and with each other.
I have been chased by dogs
and been so lost on the back
roads I was not sure I
would ever get out. There
is never a dull moment
when you lend money for a
living.”

Though he worked out-
side and had responsibilities
for cattle, geese and ducks
while growing up, he even-
tually earned a bachelor’s
degree in accounting from
Northeastern State Univer-
sity in 1991.

This 1987 Adair High
School graduate has served
the Locust Grove commu-
nity for the past 17 years.

“I am a Vice President
and Board member for the
bank. I am responsible
along with the President
with the day-to-day opera-
tions of the bank along with
all aspects of management.
I also assist customers with
their borrowing needs,” he
said.

Kerr was raised in a lov-
ing home by parents
Beverly and Bobby Kerr.

“My father was a union
plumber who worked
mostly on the large build-
ings in Tulsa. My mother
was able to stay home, but

By Roxann Yates

Jeff Kerr serves LG in a variety of ways

KERR FAMILY. . . Jeff Kerr, lower right, is surrounding by his family; from left clockwise
are Joshua, Malarie, Marla and Morgan.

she had a challenge with
my brother Kevin and me.
We fought a lot like broth-
ers do but got along better
as we got older. He was a
good example for me. He
is now a Tulsa fireman,”
Kerr said.

Before Kerr began his
career in accounting, the
numbers, or day, month
and year as most of us
would refer to them,
changed his life. On Dec.
22, 1988, Kerr said, “I
probably should have died
that day.”

“Let me first start by
saying, God is good to me.
I was unloading a semi and
slipped, stepping over a

large auger that is used to
move feed. I knew how it
was set up. It was just an
accident,” he said.

While working at Welker
Elevator that day, Kerr lost
his left leg.

“The first prosthetic I
had used a hydraulic cylin-
der to help me walk.  The
prosthetics now have mi-
croprocessors and hydrau-
lics and air to assist in walk-
ing. The legs last between
4 to 6 years depending on
use. Each leg walks differ-
ent and it takes several
months to get it aligned to
become used to how it
moves. I am able to keep
my prosthetic limb on with

suction. I do not have to
wear a belt or straps to
keep it in place. However
it does rub sometimes and
I have to be aware of how
my skin looks.”

Challenges in wearing a
prosthetic are part of Kerr’s
daily routine.

“I am so thankful to have
what I do. I can do most
anything I want and can
continue to work and be
productive. To me a pros-
thetic leg is an inconve-
nience not a disability. Lots
of people have struggles
and very debilitating prob-
lems. We need to help them
to be able to enjoy the
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Clark May of the Magic Shop has been working on
creating an outdoor courtyard stage with a type of dome
top that would feature an American flag flying.

The problem he ran into was finding just the right steel
support to hold the flag. May says he was lucky to have
found Jerry Troglin who created the piece in his machine
shop. May said Troglin is an  example of the “can do”
spirit he has found in Locust Grove.

The Magic Showplace Theater is scheduled to open
this fall next to the old Cook’s Cafe spot.

Magic Shop builds stage

“CAN DO” SPIRIT. . . In
what business owner Clark
May calls Locust Grove’s
“Can do” spirit, he finds
Jerry Troglin, below, to cre-
ate a steel support for a flag.
May is building the outdoor
stage for use in the Magic
Showplace Theater’s presen-
tations. At  far left is May’s
sketch of what the stage will
look like, and at near left is
the flag flying after Troglin
came to the rescue.
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(Continued from Page 7)

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

412 East Main Street

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

--Jeff Kerr--

things we do,” Kerr said.
He’s also thankful for his

wife and children. Kerr met
Marla (Hedgpath) in 1991,
and they married in 1992.

“I saw my wife when she
was working at Wal-Mart
in Pryor and thought she
was the most beautiful girl
I had ever seen. A good
friend of mine Patrick intro-
duced me to her and we
have been together ever
since. She is beautiful, kind,
compassionate, smart and
patient. She is a great
mother to our children and
the best wife I could want
or need,” he said.

The Kerrs have been
married 24 years and have
two daughters and a son:
Malarie, 19, a junior at the
University of Oklahoma;
Morgan, 16, a junior at
Adair High School; and son
Joshua, 11, a 6th grader.

“I love my children
dearly. I enjoy their success
and being there to soften
the failures. Being a dad is
the best,” Kerr said.

Helping organizations

and others to be successful
is important to Kerr. He has
been a Locust Grove Area
Chamber of Commerce
member for 15 years, Presi-
dent of the Adair Little
League for baseball and
softball, Table Chair for the
Friends of Scouting and
Board member at Lakeside
Bank of Salina—the Bank
of Locust Grove’s sister
bank.

“Most importantly, I am
on the leadership team of
my church, Gathering of
Believers,” he said.

Locust Grove, in terms
of population, the numbers
are small, but Kerr thinks
the people are remarkable.

“The people are friendly
and great to work with.  I
have built great friendships
with many people here and
have watched their kids
grow up. I love the job I do.
It makes me feel good to
help people achieve goals
or solve problems. It is nice
to see so many people care
about the success of their
town. That is not the case
in all places.”

Tentative Opening
October 28
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Circus offers kids’ coloring contest


