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Pottery by
Verna Bates

First Fall Art Tour
coming Oct. 18

Local residents will be
able to see some of Locust
Grove’s most creative
places and help support the
Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance, as it works to acquire
its 501(c)3 nonprofit status
by buying a ticket and go-
ing on the first LGAA Fall
Art Tour. The group hopes
to make this an annual
event with different art stu-
dios planned for each visit.

This first tour will in-
clude some of Locust
Grove’s finest artistic
places: the Willard Stone
Museum, the Gourds, Etc.

Studio of Verna Bates and
the Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry. A high tea
will be held at the VFW
Hall following the tour.

Come by the VFW to
buy a ticket between 10-11
a.m., tour the sites, and
then come back at 3:15 for
the high tea. Hang on to
your ticket and they can be
entered into a drawing for
several door prizes.

Vehicles will also be
available to chauffeur any-
one who purchases a ticket
and does not want to drive
to the sites.

Senior Center
dance Oct. 25

Hillbilly Hoedown. . . Robert
Dry and Joe Rogers came to the
September dance at the com-
munity center dressed appropri-
ately. -- Photo courtesy Jane
Rogers, Nora McDonough

The next monthly dance
sponsored by the Chamber
of Commerce at the Senior
Citizens Center will have
a Halloween theme on Oct.
25. Costumes are welcome
and there will be a “caul-
dron” of chili and fixin’s
for dinner.

Dinner is from 5:30-
6:30 p.m., with the dance
to follow until 9 p.m. Des-
serts will be provided by
Locust Ladies, including
Jane Rogers, Margie Dry,
Mayme Miley, Wanda Ba-
con, Mary Lou Terpin, to
name a few.

Country-western music
will be provided by the

Hole in the Wall Band. Cost
is $5 for both dinner and
dance, and $2.50 for the
dance alone.

Scary poem contest set
The Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry is hosting a

Scary Poem contest that includes a reading by bonfire
light of your poem at the Oct. 25 Dark and Scary event
at the museum. Refreshments will be served.

The top three poems will win cash prizes. Send your
entry in the contest to okiestoryteller@gmail.com, or
send it through the regular mail to ROMP, 6619 S. 4382
Road, Locust Grove, OK 74352. Deadline for entry is
Oct. 15. For more details click on Contests at
rompoetry.com.

Anyone can send in a poem, but winners must be
present. Everyone who submits a poem and comes to
the event will receive a small prize.

GOURD DRUM. . . Bates turns
one of her large round gourds
into the base for a native drum.

The LG Chamber of Commerce will sponsor “Hal-
loween on Main Street” from 3-5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 31.
Businesses along Main Street will set up tables and have
treats for children.

The LG Public Library will have a costume contest
with judging at 4:45 p.m. in front of the library. Prizes
will be given for cutest costume, ages 0-4 years and 5-
10 years olds.; scariest costume, ages 0-10 and most
unique, ages 0-10.

Halloween events planned



The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance has undertaken the
publishing of a monthly
newsletter in an effort to
bring the news of “What’s
Happening in LG” to its citi-
zens.

The advertising rate is $4
a column inch. For advertis-
ing, contact Roxann Perkins
at 918-530-5321, Monday
through Friday, or at
roxannperkins@gmail.com,
or visit with one of the
newsletter’s distributors as
they visit your place of busi-
ness.

 Visit us online at
LGArtsAlliance.com.

The next meeting of the
LGAA will be Oct. 8 from
5:30-6:30 p.m. at the VFW
Hall. Everyone is invited.

Gourds, Etc. Art Studio

Total Supply
& Service

PO Box 5
123 Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-2255
918-479-2275

Madelyn’s
Flowers
& Gifts

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

Verna Bates, Artist

Authentic Cherokee art
Gourd art, pottery, paintings, jewelry & more

9002 S. 4382 Rd., Locust Grove, OK
Go west of city limits on Scenic 412, turn south on S. 4392 Rd. Go one mile

Or. . . Go south of city on Hwy. 82. Turn west on E. 580 Rd. Go exactly 2 miles.

918-694-5274    Open: Thursday - Sunday 10-5
www.gourdsetc.net

Open 9-5
Monday-Friday

Open 9-1 Saturday

918-479-6290

Four Feet

 and Feathers

She looks like Grandpa.
She looks like Grandma.
What a pleasure to see my
aunt talk about hitching
Dad up on her hip in his
cloth-diaper youth while
she works with siblings in
the vegetable garden.

“Oh, those limber legs
we had for tomato and cab-
bage picking,” Aunt Alice
said.

“And Mom limbered
that cabbage up in a pot for
good eating,” Dad said.

I appreciate those stories
and those pauses between
what was and what I’ll
never really know.

Aunt Alice looks like my
chainsaw-fixin’, kid-

lovin’, five and half-foot of
mightiness, Grandpa Bill.
She speaks like Grandma
Montie in her fairy-wing,
soft voice, filled with rai-
sin-pie-making confidence.

I don’t know who Shug
and Sonny and Susie are,
but it doesn’t matter be-
cause Dad and Aunt Alice’s
eyes danced when talking
of them and about hay and
acreage and funerals and
life. They talked of their
two brothers doing a dance
with illness, and it made
me sad, but at the same

time, grateful for family.
This experience re-

minded me of the story
called “Philea’s Fortune.”
In the story people must
purchase and ingest words
that need to be said. The
words don’t have to have
an order or sophistication.
They just need to be uttered
with sincerity. Philea gets
the girl in the end of the
story because he speaks his
heart. . . and limbers hers.

Though there are pauses
in visits and conversations,
my heart still bends for you
-- aunts and uncles -- for
what is, for what was, and
for what I’ll never really
know.

by Roxann Perkins

Small Town Matters

What I’ll never really know LGAA meets
Oct. 8 at VFW
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5225 E. Hwy 412
Locust Grove, OK

918-479-5340



Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.“LGAA Kid

Programs

are great!”
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GOURD ART. . . Cherokee Artist Verna Bates stands before a
wall of masks she made from home-grown gourds. “The masks
all have something cherokee-related,” Bates said. “I use the an-
cient designs found on pottery shards, and I use them as tatoos on
the masks. Cherokees were some of the first to use tattoos.”
See more at: http://www.reddirtreport.com/slice-o-life/rural-
oklahoma-gourd-art-studio-entralls-and-educates.

Local artist featured on first Fall Art Tour
Visit Verna Bates’ art studio in rural Locust Grove and get

a real treat: an artistic experience and a little education, the
good kind.

Bates, a Cherokee artist, with a long list of awards, spe-
cializes in gourd art which she takes the time to talk about
when people visit her small and elegant rural studio.

The gourd masks that hang in the studio are both elaborate
and clean in design. Much time and care is taken in cutting
and preparing the gourd and then designing the nose and other
features, which are all “hand-stitched as done back in the
day,” Bates said.

She said that she mainly uses turkey feathers on them but
also parrot feathers, “because they were considered trade
items.” The designs include a cross on the forehead, which
indicates the four winds or the four directions, and the bi-
fork eye, “which pays tribute to the falcon which has the keen-
est eyesight. It shows respect for the falcon.”

The Gourds, Etc. Art Studio is in a small house converted
to fit the purpose of her art. The studio will be a stop on the
LG Art Tour on Oct. 18.While attending all of these events is
a great way to see Bates’ art, the best experience is to visit
her studio, see the gourd garden and be entertained and en-
joyably-educated by a true Oklahoma artist.
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DJ’s Rock ‘n Diner

COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main                  Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273              Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Locust Grove
Good Home Cooking

918-479-5877
Downtown

Need a perfect getaway
in the quiet, rural country-
side? Need a place to un-
wind and write or draw or
simply relax and read?

The Poet’s Retreat is for
you. If this beautifully-
decorated bedroom and
bathroom, designed by
Kelly Palmer, doesn’t in-
spire you, you cannot be
inspired!

The enchanting bed-
room with full-sized bed,
creates a peaceful and mo-
tivating place to unleash
your creativity.

You have a desk to write
at, walls to write on, and
even a headboard you can
engrave with poetry with
the woodburning kit sup-
plied

If you book the bed-
room, you have access to
the whole Romp Shop,
which includes the bath-
room that has a tub/shower,
the kitchen with all appli-
ances and dishes you
would need, a washer/
dryer, and the workshop,
where you can use the sup-
plies to write, draw, scrap-
book, and make all kinds
of creative projects.

Plus, you will be across
the pasture from the mu-
seum, which you can visit
anytime you want.

A middle-of-the-night
visit is especially fun. In
summer months, you also
have access to the pool
which is near the museum.

ROMP Workshop adds Poet’s Retreat
View a slide show of the

Poet’s Retreat at
rompoetry.com. Then
email or call and book your
stay! We are located a few
miles west of Locust
Grove, Oklahoma on 438
Rd. From Tulsa, we are just
45 minutes east.

Cost is $40 a night, and
$70 for a weekend (2
nights).

For more information
and to view more pictures
of the retreat, visit
rompoetry.com, or email
Shaun Perkins at
rompoetry@gmail.com.

KITCHEN AVAILABLE. . . If
you want to cook during your
stay, the retreat offers a kitchen
complete with everything you
will need except for good, and
there is usually some of that on
hand too!

COZY ROOM. . .Designed and built by Kelly Palmer, the Poet’s
Retreat offers soft light for a relaxing mood, but a chandelier just
above the desk at the foot of the bed can be used  for writing a
poem, or a letter, or an essay, or whatever you desire. Ample seat-
ing in the retreat provides a comfortable spot to read a book. Bring
your own or read one provided for your use.
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COUNTRY COTTAGE RESTAURANT

Shorty’s GrillOpen Daily:
5 a.m.-9 p.m.

Call-in and Drive-thru
Check Our Daily Specials

479-7000

Locust Grove, OK
South of 82/412 Intersection

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543
David Fleming, DVM
davidthevet@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am- 5:30 pm

Sat. 8-Noon

After Hours Emergency Service Available

Established 1986

Buffet

Gifts

Catering

EDITOR’S NOTE: While
this newsletter is produced by
the LGAA and will contain our
organization’s news, we also
want to publish information
about any activities in Locust
Grove that our community
might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins
at bperk@sstelco.com or 918-
479-5617 (leave a message if
no answer), if you have news
on LG events, places, or people
for inclusion in future issues.

Business Feature

Sisters Sweets offers mighty fine burgers
The best burger in Mayes

County—and believe me,
I’ve sampled them all over
this northeastern part of the
state—can be found at an un-
likely-named place: Sisters
Sweets, on highway 82 in
Locust Grove.

Now you may think I’m
biased because Locust Grove
is my hometown, but I truly
would own up if I had found
a better burger anywhere in
the county.

The SS hamburger is large
(at least 1/2 lb), all-meat, sea-
soned simply and well, grilled
just right with a toasted bun
and the perfect amount of
juice so that you need not fear
a dry burger nor a sopping
wet chin and shirt when you
are done.

The fries that accompany
the burger are hand cut every
morning, and you get a very
generous supply of them.
While these fries could be
awesome, the few times I’ve
ordered them at SS, they have
been a bit underdone—just a
few more minutes would
have given them that crispy
texture they really needed.

On a recent outing with my
mom Betty, she tried the ham-
burger basket, while I had the
BLT with onion rings. The
BLT was packed with bacon,
could have been four slices,
and crispy lettuce and two
slices of tomato.

The onion rings, unlike the
fries, were fried exactly as
long as they needed to be and
had a good crunch and taste,
and biting into one didn’t
make the whole onion come
out of the ring, which is my
onion ring pet peeve.

Mom could only eat half
of her burger because it was
so large, so she packed the
other half up to give to Dad
when she got home. Two
meals in one.

Service at SS is spot-on,
and there are plenty of tables
in the dining room, which has
an inviting, though a bit dark,
atmosphere with comfortable

chairs, metal-paneled walls
and a stone fireplace. The
other room in the café also
has booths, though they may
be the preserve of the morn-
ing customers.

Which brings me to the
name . . .In the morning, Sis-
ters Sweets is the Daylight
Donuts affiliate in town. On
Monday through Saturday,
from 4:30 a.m. until they run
out, you can get all varieties
of donuts, in addition to a
full-service breakfast menu.

The building that houses
Sisters Sweets started its life
as a barbeque joint, which
explains the dark wood exte-
rior and other backwoods de-
sign elements: bucket light-
ing, metal-trimmed walls,
fireplace.

By Shaun Perkins



Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

Ron’s Auto Repair

Ron Noble

Owner/Operator

918-479-2075

109 W. Main
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Moore  Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Massage

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor
Stacy Moore - Massage
Therapist

Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 9-1 & 2-6
413 East Main Street
P.O. Box 1471 - Locust Grove, OK
74352

On Wednesday, Oct. 8,
the rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry will host a
poetry workshop taught by
Oklahoma Book Award
winner and professor
Jeanetta Calhoun Mish.

The event will begin at
6:30 p.m. with a tour of the
museum, followed by a
workshop at 7 p.m.

Participants of all ages
and experience levels are
welcome to attend the tour
and the poetry workshop.
No previous creative writ-
ing experience or training
is necessary.

The workshop is $5 for
adults and $1 for children.
Please register in advance
at rompoetry.com so a head
count can be taken. You
may also call to register at

918-864-9152.
Mish is a poet, writer

and literary scholar, whose
second book of poetry,
Work is Love Made Visible
won the 2010 Oklahoma
Book Award for Poetry.
Visit rompoetry.com for
more information.

AUTHOR, POET. . .Jeanetta
Calhoun Mish will lead a po-
etry workshop Oct. 8.

Cruise Night coming Saturday
Locust Grove’s annual Cruise Night will be held from

noon to 7 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 4. Car, truck and motor-
cycle show. Show & Shine at 3 p.m.; trophies at 5 p.m.,
and cruise through 7 p.m.

Church plans craft festival
A holiday craft festival will be held from 9 a.m. to 5

p.m. Friday, Oct. 10, and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 11 at Locust Grove Free Will Baptist Church on
Scenic U.S. 412 west of town.

Cherokees to host flu clinics
The Cherokee Nation will host three adult flu clinics in

October. The first, Oct. 3 will be held from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Salina Lakeside Bank.

A drive-through clinic will be held Oct. 10 from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.  at the AMO Salina Health Clinic.

The third clinic will be held from 9 to 11:30 a.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 17, and a regular clinic at the First State Bank of
Porter in Locust Grove.

No CDIB card is necessary. Wear short sleeves.

Locust Grove High School will host an Oklahoma
Blood Institute blood drive from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Monday, Oct. 6 in the Old Gym.

High school schedules blood drive

State book winner here Oct. 8


