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In An Instant Art Show
The Locust Grove Arts Alliance announces its first

gallery showing of instant film photos: In An Instant
Photo Art Contest/Show. Roxann Yates is the show co-
ordinator. Opening day is Oct. 14 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“Without the generosity of Anchor Stone, Bob Tay-
lor, Sarah Coday, Justin and Linda Cowan, Wonder City
Coffee, and The Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, this
show would not have been possible,” Yates said.

This is a photography contest where all photos must
be made by instant cameras on instant film.

“All photographs are produced by new and old in-
stant cameras. Black and white and color pictures, as
well as vintage Polaroids, will be showcased,” Yates said.

More than 60 entries will be on display at the new
LGAA/Chamber Office, located at 114 E. Main. First

place, second place, and third place winners will receive
$300, $200, and $100 respectively as cash prizes. Ten
honorable mentions will receive ribbons. All that attend
the show on Oct. 14 will vote on a People’s Choice award
to be given that day. The People’s Choice winner will
receive a new Instax instant camera.

“We have had people enter that live in Bartlesville,
Owasso, Tulsa, Pryor, Locust Grove, and other towns.
We appreciate the interest in our first gallery show,” Yates
said.

The gallery exhibit will be open to the public during
office hours through Nov. 10.

(Continues on Page 3)

First Scenic 412 Cruise & Crawl
From 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. Locust Grove will host the

first Scenic 412 Cruise and Crawl. It will encompass a
city-wide garage sale, along with a Cruise Night, Car
Show and Burnout, and Instant Camera Art Show.

Yard sales expected citywide
Yard sales will set up on Main Street, at individual

homes and along the 29-mile Highway 412 route.
Individual yard sales that have signed up with the

Chamber are in front of the chamber office at 114 E.
Main. Boy Scouts of Pack 94 will be selling popcorn.

Others include 8620 Highway 412 East; 6289 E. 563
Road; 514 N. Broadway; 316 N. Broadway; ROMP
Rummage at 110 E. Main; 211 N. Wyandotte.

Numerous other yard sales will be listed on the Cham-
ber website and Facebook page.

ART EXAMPLES. . . Three
of the more than 60 entries
in the In An Instant Art Show
are shown above and to the
left. The photographers are
not identified because the
judging has not  taken place
yet. Judges will be
professional photographers
Dean Majors and Byron
Totty. The show is open to the
public at 10 a.m.

Oct. 14: Big Day in LG
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activities in Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at blperkins@sstelco.com
or 918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you
have news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in
future issues, or want to place an ad in the newsletter.  As
LGAA is a nonprofit organization and the newsletter is pro-
vided free to everyone, advertising must support the publi-
cation of this newsletter. Your support is greatly appreci-
ated.

About  What’s Happening in LG

Food Pantry hours Tues., Thurs.

Smith Chapel to host Fall Fest

Church News

Food Pantry hours at the First United Methodist
Church are from 9:30 - 11:30 on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. While the food pantry is housed at the FUMC, it is
sponsored by the Locust Grove Ministerial  Alliance.

Office hours at FUMC are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Mon-
day through Thursday. Pastor Kathy Morris invites people
to drop by and have a cup of coffee.

The United Methodist Women meet first Saturday
mornings at 9:30.

Smith Chapel Church will sponsor a Fall Fest on Oct.
29 at 6 p.m., following by Trunk or Treat at 7 p.m. The
evening will include food, games and fellowship.

The church is located in Rose at 12576 E. 570 Road.

Moore Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Message

(918) 479-2827 Phone/Fax
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9-1 & 2-6
Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6
Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplements available

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor

Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

413 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 1471
Locust Grove,

OK 74352

The Locust Grove Free Will Baptist Church will host
its Annual Fall Craft Festival Oct. 13-14 at the church
on Highway 412 east.

A pulled pork sandwich lunch will be served from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. both days.

All items at the festival are hand crafted and include
furniture, jewelry, paintings, signs and baked goods. Fri-
day will include a car show which will continue down-
town on Saturday.

Hours on Friday are from 9-5 and on Saturday from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Annual Craft Festival planned

CAMERA WINNER . . . Dacie Ellis won the free Instax
instant camera at the LGAA workshop while using the cam-
eras, film and frames to complete her entry in the Instant
Photo Show. A drawing was held for those who partici-
pated in the workshop on last Saturday. Ellis’s entry in the
contest will be among more than 60 others in the show to
be held at the LGAA/Chamber office Saturday, Oct. 14.
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main        Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273            Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance started in March
2014. Its mission is to pro-
vide opportunities for and
awareness of the arts in
Locust Grove, Oklahoma.

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance had its first meet-
ing on March 11, 2014. Its
primary mission is to pro-
vide opportunities for and
awareness of the arts in
Locust Grove, and its sec-
ondary mission is to help
revitalize downtown LG.
We want to bring art in all
of its many forms to Locust
Grove, the community, stu-
dents, and all ages in order
to engage people in the arts
and to energize and grow
the arts community.

We consider the arts to
include most creative en-
deavors, which include the
visual arts of painting,
sculpting, etc., but also
such arts as acting, drama,
writing, music, textile arts,
jewelry, beadwork, basket-
making and more.

(Continued from Page 1)

--In An Instant--
We want to support our

artists, help them showcase
their art in Locust Grove,
and make more people
aware of the art and artists
we have in our community.
We want to provide oppor-
tunities for people of all
ages to engage in art and art
activities.

In October 2015, we re-
ceived our official
501(c)(3) nonprofit status
and since then have been
working to fulfill our mis-
sion by offering scholar-
ships to art camps for LG
students. Donations to the
LGAA are tax-deductible,
and we can provide a Do-
nation letter for tax pur-
poses.

CEILING ART. . . Linda Callery, top left, holds the ceiling
tile she painted for the LGAA/Chamber office on Main
Street. At top right, Jerry Yates and Sydney Schwhenberg
look at the first tile placed in the ceiling. Bottom right shows
the tile painted by Pam Quantie. A variety of artists have
created a variety of tiles.

MS Cheerleaders
to host Indian taco
dinner Saturday

A fundraiser to help buy
uniforms and warm-ups for
the Locust Grove Middle
School cheerleaders will be
held at the school Oct. 14
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Indian tacos, a drink and
dessert can be purchased
for $7.

The fundraiser is spon-
sored by the Covey Ma-
sonic Lodge #460 and the
cheerleaders.



DJ’SPhone: 479-5877 Hours: M-F
10:45 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Free Desserts Wednesdays!
When purchased with meal

Good Food. Good Service.
Good People.
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LGAA plans workshops, instant photo show
The Instant Art Show,

planned this weekend, Oct.
14, was the topic of con-
versation when 20 mem-
bers of the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance met at Won-
der City Coffee in Septem-
ber.

The photos entered will
be judged by two profes-
sional photographers on
Saturday morning, and
visitors to the LGAA office
on Main Street will be able
to see all of the photos
taken and who won. Cash
prizes of $300, $200 and
$100 will be presented dur-
ing the day.

Proposals to support
upcoming LGAA work-
shops were approved, in-
cluding one by Pam
Quantie, “Painting with
Pam,” on Oct. 20. A bud-
get of $200 was set for this
popular workshop. Sign up
to attend early at Wonder
City Coffee before the 40
slots are filled.

On Nov. 3, Sarah Coday
will present a card making
workshop. A budget of $50
was approved.

On Nov. 10, Heather
Davis will present a
Thanksgiving painting
project. A budget of $150
was approved.

Other discussion in-
cluded a possible partner-
ship with Creative Okla-
homa as the fiscal agent in
applying for a community/
art center. Shaun Perkins

led in the discussion, stat-
ing that a partnership could
increase the group’s
chances to receive a grant
for the center.

Perkins applied for a
Jock Mayor grant last year,
has heard of no action
taken, and the Internet
shows that it is still pend-
ing.

She has also set up an
online link for memberships
and donations and to pay
using Paypal. She feels it
would be better if that was
also linked to the bank ac-
count for easier transfer-
ring of funds.

In news from the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Po-
etry (ROMP), curator

Shaun Perkins reported that
the ROMP Rummage Store
(which funds the museum)
will be relocated across
Main Street in the old bak-
ery building with a possible
opening day in November.

Pryor’s Comic con will
return for a second year af-
ter its successful first out-
ing last January. Perkins re-
ported that ROMP would
have a table at the event and
encouraged LGAA mem-
bers to also sponsor a
booth.

In open discussion, ceil-
ing tiles were offered to all
who had not painted one for
the ceiling of the new office
building shared by the
LGAA with the Locust
Grove Area Chamber of
Commerce. The office is
nearly ready for its opening
on Oct. 14, and the ceiling
tiles add a decorative touch.

The meeting closed with
a request to hear from mem-
bers on projects they are
working on. Georgia
Rainbolt said she is work-

ing hard on the cards she
makes through the
Stampin’ Up program. She
conducted a class at Won-
der City Coffee Oct. 2.

Kelly Palmer said she
had been taking lots of pic-
tures for the Instant Art
Show, and Pam painted the
windows at Elaine’s Beauty
Shop. Dwight Stone is
making jewelry pieces from
silver and turquoise, but not
fast enough to keep up with
the demand.

Linda Callery is painting
using multi-media and
fused glass on canvas. She
has a show at the Tulsa
Artarty coming up. Ray
Grass has finished a paint-
ing.

Others who attended the
September meeting were
Mark Palmer, Marea
Breedlove, Virginia
Bayless, Jennifer Henson,
Jerry and Roxann Yates,
Mike Callery, Heather
Davis, Mark and Sarah
Coday, Tristin Brunner,
Shelly and Stuart Horton.
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“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

Quantie Auto Supply
Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners

Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

     Phone (918) 479-8797
     Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry

6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

KITCHEN DUTY . . . Kathy Bussard, Karen Mackley, Cheri
Fraiser, Marcia Velia, Vicki Heflin and Sherry Ross pro-
vided lunch plates for the teachers’ back to school luncheon
at the First United Methodist Church on Highway 82 north.

3 Operators:

Tracie Wilkinson, owner

Kenley Burns

Sandy Burford

New Location Downtown

Locust Grove

918-479-6414

Tracie’s Beauty Shop

The newest antique and
flea market store in Locust
Grove, Junk Justified, has
beautified the old In-N-Out
store with fresh paint and
fanciful bicycle paintings
with flowers.

Inside the store has all
kinds of items, from hand-
made soaps to antiques to
flea market items and fur-
niture.

On Oct. 21, the store will
offer free coffee and donuts
to all customers.

Owner/operator Adele
Collette is also offering
painting classes to the pub-
lic on Oct. 27, from 6-8
p.m. Class participants can

Junk Justified has much
to offer area shoppers

choose between two
projects: a scarecrow/
snowman or a pumpkin/
snowman. The class costs
$25.

Check out the Junk Jus-
tified Facebook page for
more information about the
class and other JJ news.

 Those interested can
also sign up for the class on
the Facebook page or by
calling Adele at 918-530-
8132. Got  Community  News?

E-mail information to the newsletter
at blperkins@sstelco.com



Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Erica Schmitt Nita  Fox

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax
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Volunteers sought
to man LGAA &
Chamber office

The new LGAA/Cham-
ber office will officially
open on Oct. 14, during a
day of festivities.

Roxann Yates will work
in the office from 2-5 p.m.
the week of Oct. 17.

Volunteers are needed to
greet visitors, provide and
collect information and
share information about
LG businesses, events, or-
ganization and opportuni-
ties.

Contact Yates at 918-
530-5321 or by email at
roxannperkins@gmail.com
if interested in providing
volunteer help.

MAIN STREET PARADE . . . This photo from a Founder’s Day Parade during the 1950s
shows how Main Street looked then. The building at the far right is where the current
LGAA/Chamber office is located. It was occupied then by a coffee shop called The Snack
Shack which also offered the first soft frozen ice cream in the town. It predated the Dairy
Boy which was located in the abandoned convenience store on the curve after the
Ranchhouse.



October 2017    What’s Happening in LG     Page 7

•Gift Items
•Groceries
•Snacks
•Hardware
•Paint
•Roofing

New Building Complete!

More Lumber Supplies!

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

Halloween is a holiday
that many people enjoy cel-
ebrating. What better way
than to do so with some
poetry, a little dress-up and
some presentation?

This October, the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Po-
etry (ROMP) is sponsoring
Halloween Haiku Hijinx, a
contest with $150 in prizes
for the winners in three cat-
egories: Best Poem, Best
Costume and Best Reading.

Every day in October
ROMP posts a vintage Hal-
loween postcard image on
the Halloween Haiku Con-
test event page on
Facebook.

Halloween Haiku Hijinks Happenings

For the Best Poem con-
test, pick one of the images
and write a haiku inspired
by it. The haiku can be sent
to ROMPoetry@gmail or
posted on the event page.
Anyone can enter this con-
test by email.

On Oct. 27, a Halloween
Haiku Party will take place
at Wonder City Coffee from
5:00 to 6:00 p.m. For this
party, two more prizes will
be given out.

People who bring their
haiku and come in costume
related to the image on the
postcard will compete in
the Best Costume contest.
Also, people will be encour-
aged to read their haiku
aloud, and an award will be
given for the Best Reading.

Poets do not have to be
present to win the Poem
Contest, but entrants in the

Costume and Reading con-
test need to be at WCC by
5:00 p.m. The prize in each
category is $50.

All of the vintage post-
cards are posted on the
museum website at
ROMPoetry.com.

Here are some instruc-
tions for writing a haiku:
The haiku in English is typi-
cally said to be a poem that
has 3 lines:

1st line = 5 syllables
2nd line = 7 syllables
3rd line = 5 syllables
Please use this form

when making up your
haiku. Also, put a title on
it. Your haiku should be
clearly related to one of the
postcard images posted by
ROMP.

For more information,
visit the ROMP website or
call Shaun Perkins, director,
at 918-864-9152.

“A photograph is usually
looked at -- seldom look
into.”

--Ansel Adams

Art Quote



(Continues on  Page 9)

Page 8    What’s Happening in LG     October 2017

By Betty Perkins
This is the story of a har-

rowing experience. Don’t
read any further if you are
expecting a pretty little
story about a lop-sided
cake.

This happened to me on
vacation a couple of weeks
ago, and 50  years ago,  this
story would have never
been  told.

I woke up in my bed-
room on the ocean front,
and would have normally
lain there listening to the
soft gentle slap of the
waves on the white sand
beach, but I had a distrac-
tion. My left arm was itch-
ing.

I went to the connected
bathroom (really roughing
it here), and examined three
or four small red bumps on
my upper arm. I thought
they were mosquito bites.

My sister and I had taken a
walk down a path to a river
through a wooded area, and
although I didn’t remember
getting bitten, that’s what it
looked like to me.

I rubbed some sunburn
lotion on the bites and went
back to bed. At 5:30, I
woke up scratching – both
arms, neck, and across my
chest. They itched like
nothing I had ever experi-
enced in my lifetime, and
believe me, I’ve itched, be-
ing highly allergic to poison
ivy and poison oak. Living
in the country, I had fre-
quent bouts with those two
demons, but never over
such a large part of my body
at one time. And I have a
lot of body to be over, be-
lieve me.

I could not keep from
scratching, and the pain of
scratching didn’t relieve the

itch, even momentarily. I
ripped my gown over my
head to see dozens of fiery
red spots, and every one of
those spots itched!

Feeling movement on my
leg, I glanced down and
saw a tiny bug. I quickly
placed the creature between
my thumb and forefinger
and went to the kitchen to

get a plastic cup to store
him in because I wanted my
grandson, Tim, an ento-
mologist, to have a look at
him. I was beginning to get
an awful thought in my
mind.

I went back through the
sleeping house (lucky for
me in my undressed state)

Tale of terror at beach told in too much detail

LAST NIGHT . . . A trip to the beach and a group picture
in matching shirts is a family tradition for the Palmer-
Perkins family with friends.
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Locust Grove, OK 74352

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St./PO Box 1213

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX lgtag@sstelco.com

New

Langley & Blakley Saffell

719 E. Main Locust Grove, OK 918-557-2727

Langley & Blakley Saffell

Car Wash & Kool Ice Vending

and slipped back into my
gown. I had just made it
back to my room when the
coffee drinkers began their
early-morning ritual.

I interrupted them, tell-
ing them of my wounds,
and asking for theories
about what was happening.
I showed them the bug I
had found, and they imme-
diately sent for Tim who
was in the house next door
with the other young adults.

He immediately con-
firmed what I and the rest
of the older adults sus-
pected: bed bugs.

“Let’s check the bed,”
Tim said.

He found another live

Beach experiences. . .
bug, three dead ones, and
multiple samples of bug fe-
cal matter on the mattress.
He stripped the bed told the
others to get black plastic
bags to place the linens in
and my items on the floor .
My two overnighters, two
straw bags and two fabric
ones were also placed in
bags and all were taken
outside.

My clothes and towels I
had placed on the floor to
keep from getting sand in
my bed (Now, I realize a
little sand is a far better bed
companion!) were placed in
the washer and dryer at the
hottest temperatures pos-
sible.

The only thing in the

(Continued from Page 8) wasn’t happy with this in-
formation.

The next day I was much
better, despite the fact that
I had several bites on my
feet and a few on my lower
legs. The bite area was still
red, but the salve (and the
steroid shot) were doing
their job, and the itching
lessened.

The realty people who
managed the property were
extremely helpful, offering
to buy me new luggage and
pay for the medical ex-
penses I had had. I accepted
both offers happily. Doing
some research after I got

home, I found a case of
bed bug bites where a
man from Arkansas
had won a judgment of

more than a half-million
dollars. I didn’t sign any-
thing. Do you think I should
sue for pain, suffering and
embarrassment?

That last word is why
this story would have never
been told 50 years ago.  Did
I have pain? Yes. Did I suf-
fer? Yes. But embarrassed?
Nope. It wasn’t my fault.

room that didn’t have to go
through this cleaning pro-
cess was the clothes which
were hanging on wire hang-
ers in the closet.

We also have two nurses
in our group, and both of
them came up with over-
the-counter ointments for
bug bites – but not bed bug
bites! Sadly. I spent a hor-
rible day and a sleepless
night despite four showers,
and the next day I went to
the doctor who confirmed
our diagnosis. These were,
indeed, bed bug bites. She
gave me a steroid shot and
a prescription anti-bite
salve, and I got some
relieve that evening
with frequent
slathering of the oint-
ment on the affected area.
Bites had spread to my un-
derarms.

Kelly did what she does
best. She looked up every-
thing she could find on the
Internet, including pictures.
Yuck! She also presented
the information that bites
could appear up to 14 days
after actual first nip. I



Page 10    What’s Happening in LG     October 2017

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5496
918-479-8543 FAX
David Fleming, DVM
lganimalclinic@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am- 5:30 pm

Sat. 8-Noon

The Wonder City lost one of its wonders on September 16.
David Fishinghawk owned and ran Fishinghawk’s World
Championship Karate & Fitness Studio in LG and had been
a karate teacher for almost forty years.

 He was a Grand Master and had black belts in tae kwon
do, American kenpo, lima lama, Hawaiian Kyosho Ryu jujitsu
and American karate. He taught people of all ages in
northeastern Oklahoma.

 He was a humble man who faced life’s challenges with a
smile and wit. The night before he died, he and his family
were in the coffee shop listening to their friend Glen Harris
play with his band.

 We played a game of foosball, and David got a fast pull
shot in on me that I didn’t even see coming. With his charac-
teristic humility, he said, “That was a fluke.”

 It wasn’t. Neither was his life—he lived with intention and
purpose and touched the lives of so many people with his
strength and kindness. Play on, David. Play on.

The above is a fitting tribute by my sister Shaun which
appeared in her column in The Paper.

In memory of David Fishinghawk by Roxann Yates

For 38 years he’s been doing what he loves. Despite physi-
cal struggles with diabetes and asthma, among other health
issues, David Fishinghawk has sparred with the best of them
in his studio and at tournaments.

“I remember hearing an emergency room doctor tell my
parents that I probably wouldn’t live past my teenage years.
He said I was a brittle diabetic. I assumed he was referring to
another kid in the room, but when I raised up, I was the only
kid there,” Fishinghawk said.

He has “raised up” many students to compete in Taekwondo
(identified with combat, self-defense, sport and exercise)
matches; the Grand Master has black belts in, not only
Taekwondo, and American Kenpo, but several other martial
art forms.

“I also have black belts in Limalama [described as brutal
strikes, joint locks, and low kicks] Hawaiian Kyosho Ryu

(Continues on Page 11)

Story from “What’s Happening in LG” two years ago writ-
ten by Roxann Yates. The story has been edited for length.

I, too, remember joking with him before the foosball game.
Mom, Aunt Doris, and I had left while the music played. David
wanted to know, when we returned, what mischievousness the
three of us had been up to.

I said something that can’t be written here.
He joked back with something just as entertaining and un-

printable.

I had the privilege of writing a feature story on the man two
years ago. It’s a printable version of a man that was, is, and
always will be a man that means so much more than the word
count. In this sphere, David’s goodness perpetually played on
and made those who knew him feel so alive.
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Juijitsu [characterized as
combat and self-defense
moves] and American karate
[focused on sporting and spar-
ring aspects]” he said.

Thirty-three years of teach-
ing the young and old,
Taekwondo, American Kenpo
(indicated with quick move-
ments and hand strikes) and
weaponry has been Grand
Master Fishinghawk’s pas-
sion.

Though he bears the title of
a Grand Master, Fishinghawk
is modest about the appella-
tion.

“Grand Master just means
I’m getting old. Grand Mas-
ter is a title given when you
receive the rank of 9th and
10th degree black belt. I have
10ths in 3 arts. I also have a
9th, a 7th and a 6th degree
black belt. I have a 7th Dan
in Taekwondo. Dan just
means degree of black belt.
I’ve tested for ranks up to 6th
Degree. The title comes from
my body of work, accomplish-
ments in and out of the mar-
tial arts, and the number of
students, especially those with
black belts,” he said.

Other instructors have
helped Fishinghawk to be-
come successful, and  he’s had
many students, ranging in age
from 4 to 62.

“I have some great instruc-
tors that help with class.  I’ve
got a black belt instructor who
was one of my original
students who still helps me
teach. He’s now a 6th degree
master instructor. I’ve got a
little 6 year old, who on his

first day curled up in a ball
and cried. He’s a gold belt
now and has been with me for
more than two years. One of
our female students tested for
her black belt when she was
62. She fought 19 black belts
in a row that day. And her  55-
year-old friend who talked her
into joining our class, received
her black belt that same day,”
Fishinghawk said.

Fishinghawk feels that
nothing compares to the suc-
cesses his students have had.

“I have former students
that are doctors, lawyers, po-
lice officers. Some have be-
come air marshals and one an
FBI agent. Watching one of
our students receive his or her
black belt is a great accom-
plishment,” he said.

Because Fishinghawk’s art
has taught him to be self-ef-
facing, he is circumspect
about discussing his hard-won
accomplishments.

“Part of what I’ve learned
through martial arts is to be
humble, and I really feel un-
comfortable talking about
this. I won the gold medal at
the 2003 Martial Arts Good-
will Games in Cancun. I also
won a silver and 2 bronzes.
I’ve won 9 Native American
World titles between 2002-
2003. I was rated in the top 5
in the World in 1998-1999
with the National Black Belt
League. My personal favor-
ite achievement would have to
be from 1980 to 1984. I com-
peted at 98 different  karate
tournaments in 5 states, just
trying to win a trophy. A ka-

rate trophy was all I dreamed
of, at times. I competed in 3
different states in a single
weekend. After 4 years, I was
ready to hang it up. All the
money, all the driving, and all
the losing was about to get to
me. I was at a tournament of
my instructors in Claremore,
my 99th tournament in fact.
Everything clicked. I won all
3 of my fights,” said
Fishinghawk.

The benefits of learning
karate are obvious to the
Grand Master.

“Karate works all your
muscles and your mind. It’s a
great workout. The competi-
tion side isn’t for everyone,
but I still compete. I try to get
better everyday and at every
tournament. Martial Arts is a
great form of exercise. You
make your body sweat, your
brain think. You toughen both.
And you’re taught awareness
skills and self defense,”
Fishinghawk said.

Despite health issues, the
Grand Master intends to con-
tinue teaching and competing
until he can’t.

“I plan on teaching till I die.

COFFEE SHOP REGULAR. . . David Fishinghawk enjoys
coffee with his daughter Madison and her friend in a recent
snaphot taken at Wonder City Coffee.

Teaching is what keeps me
going. I’ll keep competing as
long as I can. My body is try-
ing to work against me. It’s
tough at times. I believe I was
put on this earth for a job, and
I’m not finished yet. I believe
the good Lord said, ‘ David
I’ve got a job; it’s hard and
it’s gonna take a lot work and
time.’ I believe that’s my pur-
pose to help people. From the
time I first heard the doctor’s
prediction about my death, I
have never really thought
much about getting older.
People come in all the time
and say they’re too old and
sick, and I smile. I tell them
that if you really want to learn
karate, you will, but you gotta
believe,” he said.

Though he works a full-
time job as a safety coordina-
tor at  a manufacturing com-
pany for the petrochemical
industry, Jer-Co in Peggs, the
Grand Master has made a
huge mark on a little dot in
the northeastern Oklahoma
map—Locust Grove.

“I moved here in 1972 from
Tulsa, and I love it here. I love
small communities,” he said.

Fishinghawk . . .
(Continued from Page 10)
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Wonder City entertainment revealed
The entertainment in

October and November at
Wonder City Coffee just
keeps getting better and
better. Events are always
free of charge and kid
friendly and occur every
Friday night with varying
times.

On Oct. 13, local band
Ragland makes a return
appearance from 6:00 to
7:30 p.m.. Be sure and
come hear this up-and-
coming rock band that
plays a great variety of
original and cover songs.

Painting with Pam will
make a return engagement
on Oct. 20, with Pam
Quantie showing you how
to make an autumn pump-
kin scene. The materials,
including paint, brushes and
palettes are provided free
of charge by the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance. Sign
up in advance by calling
WCC, as the workshop,
which goes from 5:30 to
7:00 p.m., is limited to 40
people.

Halloween approacheth
. . . and so does Halloween

Haiku Night, an hour of fun
with haiku, sponsored by
the Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry. The event
includes contests in three
areas: a haiku based on the
artwork in a vintage Hal-
loween postcard, a cos-
tume related to the post-
card and a reading of your
haiku.

More details are else-
where in this month’s news-
letter or by going to
ROMPoetry.com. The
Haiku Hijinx will take place
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., so
there is plenty of time to
head out to the LG football
game afterwards if you so
desire.

The first two weekends
in November will come in
strong with some crafting
from some great artists in
our community. On Nov. 4,
Dessie Rogers and Sarah
Coday will show you how
to make several paper
projects. The LGAA is
sponsoring this event,
which will take place from
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

On Nov. 10, Heather

Davis will present another
painting craft workshop
with a seasonal theme.
Davis’s last class, painting
a Pirate megaphone, was
very popular. All materials
are provided by the LGAA,
and the workshop will be
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Stay tuned for exciting

Wonder City Tellabration
news for Nov. 17.
Tellabration is an interna-
tional annual storytelling
event, and WCC will have
a special guest for this one.

For more information
about WCC entertainment,
find WCC on Facebook or
call 918-479-2885.

HANDMADE CARDS . . . Dessie Rogers holds two of the
cards made in an LGAA sponsored workshop led by artist
Georgia Rainbolt. October is also filled with free workshops
by the organization held at Wonder City Coffee.


