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State Storytellers coming to LG

Three Pirates sign.  See Page 10.
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Annual LGAA art show May 14
By Roxann Yates

The grand opening at the
ROMP Rummage Store,
110 East Main, on Feb. 25
was a busy day full of
friendly, generous custom-
ers.  One patron picked up
an empty canvas and asked
for a black marker.

After he purchased the
canvas, John Knifechief,
Pawnee craftsman and
Chouteau resident, began
sketching a Pawnee war-
rior. The drawing and one
of Knifechief ’s arrows
were signed and donated to
LGAA.

Artist visits ROMP Rummage Store’s Grand Opening

Arrows, bows, and Paw-
nee tools are created by
Knifechief. He enjoys
teaching the art he learned

from his father.
“I’m the only one left in

my tribe to carry on the
handmade tradition of
bows and arrows,” he said,
in a 2014 article by Tara
Malone, published in Okla-
homa Magazine. “I think
this is a dying art, and I’m
happy and honored to carry
on the tradition of bow-
and-arrow-making.”

Knifechief is one the
many costumers that are
appreciated and needed to
help fund and maintain the

KNIFECHIEF creates a draw-
ing for LG Arts Alliance.

 CONNIE FISHER FRAN STALLINGS

The Territory Tellers,
Oklahoma’s state orga-
nization of storytellers,
will be coming to Lo-
cust Grove to present a
concert from 7-8 p.m. at
the VFW Hall on March
18.

The concert is free and
open to the public and will
feature three state storytell-
ers: Connie Fisher, Sand
Springs; Fran Stallings,
Bartlesville; and Elaine
Childers, Broken Arrow.

A silent auction will pre-
cede the concert with a
wide variety of items to bid
on. The auction will benefit
the Locust Grove Arts Al-
liance and the VFW. A nar-
row bidding session of only
30 minutes will be held
from 6:15 to 6:45.

The Territory Tellers will
have their March board
meeting at the Rural Okla-
homa Museum of Poetry,
6603 S. 438 Road, Locust
Grove.

Connie Neil Fisher is a
Twentieth Century man, a
child of the 30’s a youth of
the 40’s and an active adult
participant since those
days. He is retired as a pub-
lic schools music teacher

and from the
Army, regular
and reserves.

Connie be-
came inter-
ested in
storytelling as
a profession

in 1989 when Dale Bulla
came to Rockwall, Texas,
where he was teaching, and
told “Jack Tales.”

In 1990, he joined the
Dallas Area Storytelling

Guild, the Tejas
Storytelling Associa-
tion and NAPPS, now
NSN. Upon moving in
1991 to Sand Springs,
he joined the Tulsey
Town Yarnspinners
and Territory Tellers.

Fran Stallings is in-
ternationally known as a
storyteller and recording
artist. She has been a pro-
fessional teller of ancient
folktales and original cre-

ations since
1978, and
served in
schools as an
Artist in Resi-
dence with the
O k l a h o m a
Arts Council
for 15 years.

Her performance tours have
taken her to Japan, Egypt,
Singapore, Hong Kong and
Macau, as well as nationwide
in the U.S.

(Continued on Page 5)
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LGAA meets March 9 at VFW

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activities in Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bperk@sstelco.com or
918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you have
news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in future
issues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates at 918-
530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com. As LGAA
is a nonprofit organization, advertising must support the
publication of this newsletter. Your support is greatly appre-
ciated.

About What’s Happening in LG

The next meeting of the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance will be at 5:47 p.m., March 9 at the VFW Hall.
The group will be making plans for its annual art
show during the town’s Founder’s Day event May
14.

The LGAA is actively seeking new members as it
goes into its third year of helping to bring attention
to the arts, and activities which support the arts. For
the first time, the group has decided to attach a fee of
$20 to each membership application to help support
the programs which the alliance is planning.

Anyone who is interested in getting involved with
the group is invited to attend the one-hour meetings.

CELEBRATING VALENTINE’S DAY. . . Robert and
Margie Dry, left, and Jerry and Jim Rogers stand beneath
colorful Valentine’s Day decorations at the Locust Grove
Coalition’s February Dance.

Google is planning a workshop in Locust Grove
which will be of benefit to business owners, accord-
ing to Marsha Evans, Chamber of Commerce
secretary.The workshop will be held from 6-8 p.m.,
March 10, at the Best Western, 106 Holiday Lane.

The workshop is to help businesses that want to
have their location shown on Google maps. The
workshop will also help with businesses which are
in the wrong location currently on the map.

 Business owners will be provided info with a
hand-delivered invitation to attend before the meet-
ing. The workshop is free, but business owners will
need to register their attendance by going to http://
goo.gl/forms/xlt6rQyly2 or they can receive more in-
formation by contacting  Liberty Shere at
liberty.shere@netech.edu.

Google to host workshop in LG

Seniors host Feb. dance

AT RIGHT. . . Cecelia Green
and Ray Cooper also enjoyed
the February dance at the
Locust Grove Community
Building. The LG Coalition
sponsors a senior citizens
dance on the first Saturday
of each month. Others are
also invited to come enjoy a
meal and music. In Febru-
ary the group enjoyed the
music of D.J. Donkey who
sang a variety of country
music.

Second dance set March 19
The Locust Grove Coalition will host its regularly

scheduled dance on March 5, but will also sponsor a
second dance to be held on the third Saturday (March
19) of each month.

Sauerkraut and sausages will be the dinner on March
5, served along with the desserts of the Locust Ladies.
Cost of the dinner and dance is $5. Dinner is served from
5-6 p.m. with the dance from 6-9 p.m.

On March 19, the meal will include sandwiches and
desserts. D.J. Donkey will once again provide the mu-
sic, selections of country sounds. Those attending can
dance or just sit and enjoy the music.
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main                Locust Grove, OK

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Reader seeks more information
This monthly column

presents a question about
the LG community and an
answer from Rumor, LG’s
resident trouble-shooter.

Q: “I’m concerned about
the Google workshop
which is being held here
March 10. Can you give me
more information about
it?”

A:  After contacting Lib-
erty Shere, business devel-
opment consultant for
NTC, she explained that
“these workshops are sim-
ply designed to help busi-
ness owners claim their
Google business listings so
they will have control of

Rumor has it. . .

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

the contents on these list-
ings.”

Many businesses are al-
ready listed on Google
maps, she said. “When the
business owner claims
their listing, they can edit
this information and add
more content such as hours
of operation, descriptions,
photos, etc.” She added
that it would also allow the
business owner to respond
to customer reviews and to
view analytics about visits
to their Google business
listing.

“I am not an employee

of Google,” Shere said.
“NTC is a Google City
Partner which allowed me
to receive training and sup-
port to present these work-
shops.”

She added that the work-
shops included great give-
aways, such as t-shirts,
bags, etc.

Businesses which are
interested in this service,
should register by contact-
ing Shere at
liberty.shere@netech.edu.

The First United
Methodist Church of
Locust Grove has listed
several events and ser-
vices leading up to the
Community Easter Ser-
vice on March 23 at 7
p.m. at the church on
Highway 82.

Pastor Matthew D.
Franks invites the com-
munity to the service
which will also benefit
the Locust Grove Min-
isterial Alliance Food
Pantry.

Those attending are
asked to bring cereal or
canned fruit items. Fin-
ger foods will be served.

A Good Friday Ser-
vice is planned at the
church at 6:30 p.m. on
March 25. Good Friday
marks the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ and his
death at Calvary. Rev.
Franks invites the pub-
lic to come worship and
remember this time.

Easter Services will
begin with Sunday
school worship at 8:30
a.m., followed by an
Easter egg hunt at 9:45
a. m., and worship at
10:45 a.m.

LG Methodist
Church plans
Easter events
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“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

Third Annual Art Show coming May 14

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

412 East Main Street

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

LOW WATER DAM STORE
5866 S. 437  *  Locust Grove, OK 74352

918-479-4880 * Open: 5 a.m. -10 p.m.

Owners: Joyce and James Sitsler

Food Services
Catfish Thursdays
include brown
beans, fries,
cornbread, drink,
only $8.99

Groceries

Bait & Tackle

Diesel &

Unleaded Fuel

(Continued  from Page 1)

nonprofit status 501(c)3
Rural Oklahoma Museum
of Poetry (ROMP).

“Store purchases fund
the work and upkeep of
ROMP. In addition, the
store provides a service to
area residents with useful
household items, appli-
ances, clothing, and furni-
ture for sale at reasonable
prices,” said Shaun
Perkins, director of ROMP
and manager of the rum-
mage store.

The store stocks a vari-
ety of donated items and
will continue to ask for and
accept donations to help
keep it stocked and run-
ning. Donated items are tax
deductible, and donation

-Indian artist-

letters will be given out.
“ROMP Rummage

Store plans to both be fed
by and to feed the local
community with useful
used items that people
might not be able to afford
new,” said Perkins.

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance (LGAA) will host
its Third Annual Art Show
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
the VFW Hall, and lots of
activities are planned for
this year’s event.

More than 25 local art-
ists will be displaying (and
some selling) their art-
work, a silent auction is
planned, and one of the
most popular demonstra-
tions from last year is back
-- bigger and better than
ever -- the firewalking by
David Fishinghawk and
his students and associates.

Anyone who is inter-

ested in participating
should contact Roxann
Perkins Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com
or 918-530-5321. The only
cost is a donation of one of
your creations in the silent
auction, which raises
money for future LGAA
programs and events.

A return engagement of
the very popular
Fishinghawk Karate Studio
firewalk and brick/wood
breaks will take place at
noon before the Founder’s
Day parade.

“We have some new
stuff for this  year,” said

Fishinghawk. “Different
exciting fire breaks, and
possibly a 20-foot fire
walk; 10-12 foot is normal,
so we are trying something
different this year.”

Artwork to be displayed
is of a wide variety includ-
ing wood turning, sculp-

ture, canvas artwork, pho-
tography, glass art, furni-
ture repurposed, and jew-
elry. As in previous years,
the high school art stu-
dents, under the direction
of art teacher Georgia
Rainbolt, are expected to
enter examples of their art.
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Fran grew up in the tra-
dition of storytelling, and
has always loved the an-
cient heritage of tales all
people share.

Her degrees in biology
were not a detour; her tales

(Continued from Page 1)

-Storytellers-

of our fellow creatures and
the environment have
earned her the title
Earthteller.

She has helped zoo do-
cents and park rangers be-
come story teachers. She
has collected a repertory of
more than 300 traditional
tales plus original stories
and songs. Her articles and
stories are widely printed.

Elaine Childers, Broken
Arrow, is a retired teacher
with the Tulsa Public
Schools.

She studied folklore and
mythology at UCLA, and
she specializes in Native
American stories.

SPELLING BEE WINNER. . .Drake Brown, left, won the
Locust Grove Middle School Spelling Bee. He is shown with
Cason Downing, runner-up. Drake, an eighth grader, is the
son of Leddy and Karma Brown. Cason, a seventh grader,
is the son of Jeff and Jennifer Downing. Drake will com-
pete April 1 in Muskogee at the Eastern Oklahoma State
Spelling Bee.

Boys, Girls Club seeks volunteers
Volunteers are being sought by the Boys and Girls

Club of Green Country to help monitor and mentor stu-
dents from 9-14 years of age in skills necessary to suc-
cess in computer science.

Those interested should call Rocklyn at 918-825-9843
or email at rendfinger@gmail. com for more info.

Friends of Library to meet Mar. 8
Friends of the Locust Grove Public Library will meet

at 1 p.m., Tuesday, March 8. The group will review the
past year and make plans for 2016.

Quantie Auto Supply
Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners

Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Annual Filter Sale Saturday, March 26th
*All Napa Gold Filters in stock will be drastically reduced for one day only!!
*Call ahead or come by to pre-order.
*To thank our customers for another great year, we will be providing lunch
   and plenty of other in-story deals!!
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Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

Locust Grove Tag Agency
114 E. Main St./PO Box 1213

Locust Grove, OK 74352

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX lgtag@sstelco.com

Hometown Shirt Shack
111 E. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5331

Custom Vinyl, Tees & Embroidery

(Continued  on Page 7)

As a young man, Rich-
ard Berka dreamed of be-
ing a professional basket-
ball player. Standing at 6
foot, 4 inches tall, this tow-
ering man had high hopes
for a career on the court.
But his love of computers
changed his mind.

“I started doing com-
puter work just for my fam-
ily and then other people
became interested in me
fixing their computers. I
was working at the Tulsa
Bus Plant when I realized I
had enough computer cus-
tomers to take my part-time
business to a full-time busi-
ness,” said Berka.

Berka and his wife

Berkas’ new business computes success

MEET THE BERKAS. . .Richard and  Jackie Berka stand
in front of their new business on Main Street.
Jackie work as a team at
Brat Computers and T &
L’s Vapor Store, located at
112 East Main.

“Jackie is a financial

wiz. She takes care of ad-
vertisements, the taxes, and
pretty much everything
else. And with the business
ramping up as quickly as it

is, I’m glad she’s here to
help with all of that,” said
Berka.

After attending 11 years
of schooling in Adair,
Berka graduated from
Caney Valley High School
then attended Tulsa Com-
munity College and Okla-
homa State University, and
concentrated his studies in
business and computers.

“Jackie attended Pryor
Schools, went to Rogers
State University, Tulsa
Community College and
will graduate from Okla-
homa State University with
a degree in business law
this year,” said Berka.

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Now Serving
Breakfast Food
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* Computer Repair
* Custom Builds
* Computer Training
* Website Design
* Parts & Accessories
* Cell Phone Repair

918-479-7990 112 E. Main Street  Locust Grove, OK 74352
on the corner of Broadway & Main

First Vapor Shop in Mayes County

*  American E-Juice
* Vaping Mods
* Vaping Accessories

ON SALE!

Generators

and

Snow Blowers

in stock

(Continued from Page 6)

A myriad of services are
offered at Brat Computers.

“I do malware and
spyware removal, virus re-
moval, hardware replace-
ment, software trouble-
shooting, network connec-

much attempt to do any-
thing computer related,
even if I haven’t done
much of it before.”

T & L’s Vapor Store is
also in the same location.

“I bought into the T &
L’s brand and took advan-
tage of the super reputation
Tyler Weaver has created
for the brand in Pryor.

“We are an LLC that
stands behind our products
and treats customers the
best we possibly can,” said
Berka.

“We mix vapor fluids at
the shop and by the Ameri-
can E Liquids Manufactur-

tions, laptop screen re-
placements, cell phone
screen replacements, train-
ing on safe Internet usage
procedures, training on
Windows operating sys-
tems and photo editing,”
Berka said. “I’ll pretty

ers Association guide-
lines, using sterile new
utensils. We get all of our
materials from an FDA
approved supplier.”

The Berkas hope to ex-
pand their businesses to
more locations in the fu-
ture, but, at present, they
appreciate working for
customers in this area.

“Costumers tell me
how much they enjoy do-
ing business with me,
whether it’s on the com-
puter repair side or the
vapor shop side,” said
Berka.

“The town might be
small in size, but the
people are large in charac-
ter here,” he added.

It’s a priority for the
new business owners to
satisfy their patrons.

“I want my customers
to feel like I’ve done ev-
erything I can to provide
them with excellent prod-
ucts and services. I want
them to walk out of the
shop feeling like they have
visited friends rather than
a business,” said Berka.

The ball’s in your court.
Call the Berkas at 918-
479-7990, or visit the shop
on the corner of Broadway
and Main.

Send news items to LGAA,
6620 S. 4382 Road, Locust

Grove, OK 74352. For
advertising, contact Roxann

Yates at 918-530-5321.

Berkas continued. . . ‘The town might be small in size, but the people are large in
character here.” -- Richard Berka
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3 Pirates sign letters of intent
Family members and Coach Matt Hennesy were
on hand to see three Pirate football players sign
to play ball on other fields and get a college edu-
cation thrown in to boot. Seated at the table are
Jason Pirtle, Mason Fine, both committed to
Division I North Texas University, and Cutter

Stamper, who will be playing closer to home at
Northeastern State University. Standing behind
are Mark Pirtle and Bambi Bell, Dale and Terrah
Fine with daughter Adrianne,  Tonya and
Dewayne Stamper, and Coach Matt Hennesy.

--Photo courtesy Marea Breedlove

Pirtle, Fine head to Texas; Stamper to NSU

Celebrate National Poetry
Month at the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry on April 9
from 2-5 p.m. This annual fes-
tival is devoted to writing,
reading and the sharing of
poetry. The special theme is
“Your Poetry Autograph,”
and all visitors will receive a
free autograph book.

In a portion of the festival,
Roxann Yates will talk about
the history of autograph po-
etry. She has collected 100
years of poetry examples
from books found on eBay,
etsy, and in flea markets. Au-
tograph books have also been
loaned and donated by friends
and family members. The
published work will be for
sale when the exhibit opens
on March 18 and at the festi-
val. All proceeds will benefit
the museum.

Autograph books
theme of festival


