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Festival of Trees at FUMC on Dec. 5-6

Pancake breakfast
Dec. 13  at VFW

The Locust Grove Arts
Alliance will host a $5
pancake breakfast from 9-
10:30 a.m., Saturday,
Dec. 13 at the VFW Hall.
The breakfast
will kick off the
organization’s
Christmas
Home Tour
which will
be held from
11 a.m. until
4 p.m., when
people will
be able to
tour four homes
and one business which
have been decorated for
the holidays.

Tickets for the home
tour will be available at
the VFW on that morn-
ing, along with a map to
the homes on the tour.
Cost of the home tour is
$10 for an individual or
$25 for a family of three.
A special group rate is
also available.

An art show will also
be held at the VFW on
this day with local artists
displaying and selling
their work. The exhibit is

free, and the show offers
a great chance to pick up
special Christmas gifts.

Homes on the tour will
include Joan Bennett’s

home which is one
of the first houses
built in Locust

Grove; the
lakeside home
of Fern

McFarland, a
local artist well
known for her
sewing projects

and generous
help for local organi-

zations; Kelly and Mark
Palmer, who live on the
Perkins Compound near
the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry, so
visitors could sneak in a
quick visit to the museum
on this day also; the home
of Clay Saffell which has
an unusual feature of a
live tree growing within;
and the law office of
Tammy Ward on Main
Street.

See pictures taken at
the tour homes for a
sneak preview in today’s
“What’s Happening.”

CHILDREN’S THEATER. . . Jocelyn Willis and Kamry Wilkinson
work through the script for the group’s Christmas program.

Children’s theater sets
Dec. 20 holiday program

Two performances are scheduled for a Christmas pro-
gram by the LG Children’s Community Theater. The
first performance will be at a nursing home in Tahlequah
Dec. 20, and a second performance at a Pryor nursing
home, according to theater director April Stone.

“The show is made up of four skits and several Christ-
mas jokes, all found online, already written,” Stone said.
“They are fun for all ages, and we also hope to perform
the program at one of the elementary schools  before we
are done.”

The group of about 30 students  will begin practicing
Dec. 8. They also plan their Christmas party at noon at
the VFW on Dec. 20 when members of the LGAA will
provide lunch.
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COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main                  Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273              Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Hometown Shirt Shack
111 E. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5331

Custom Vinyl, Tees & Embroidery

Cherokee Art Show Dec. 6-7
The Cherokee Christmas Art Show will be held

Dec. 6-7 at the Gourds, Etc. Art Studio, 9002 S.
439.2, Locust Grove.

The show will feature handmade, original art
available for immediate purchase, including Chero-
kee gourd masks, gourd art, paintings, beadwork,
jewelry, pottery, tree ornaments and more.

Christmas Parade Dec. 6
The Chamber of Commerce sponsored Christmas

Parade will be held Dec. 6 at 5 p.m.

 Chamber meets
The Locust Grove Area Chamber of Commerce

will meet Dec. 10 at noon at Senior Citizens Center.

Arts Alliance meets Dec. 10
LGAA’s monthly meeting will be Dec. 10 at 5:30
p.m. at the VFW Hall, when final arrangements will
be made for the group’s first tour of homes for the
Christmas season will be made. The pancake break-
fast and the accompanying art show on that day will
also be discussed. All interested Locust Grove citi-
zens are invited to attend.

Carol service scheduled Dec. 7
The First United Methodist Church will host a carol
service at 7 p.m., Dec. 7. The public is invited and
welcome. The Christmas Eve Service will at 6:30
and 11 p.m., Dec. 24.

News Briefs Festival of Trees
planned Dec. 5-6

The First United Meth-
odist Church will host its
annual Festival of Trees
Dec. 5-6 from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m.

A variety of trees will be
on display and for sale, as
well as other holiday items.

Admission is free, and
visitors can bid on the items
on display.

The bidding will close
on the silent auction at
noon on Monday, Dec. 8.

Free refreshments of

spiced cider and cookies
will be available, and lunch
will be served on Friday at
a cost of $7.

Proceeds from the silent
auction will benefit the
United Methodist Women
and the various community
projects they support.

They encourage local
businesses, schools and
residents to participate.

Set up for the festival
will be on Thursday, Dec.
4 beginning at 7 p.m.

HCE meets third Tuesday at FUMC
The Home and Community Education group meets

at the First United Methodist Church on the third
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Call the church at
479-6356 for more information.

Children’s Theater production Dec. 20
The Locust Grove Children’s Community The-

ater will present two performances on Dec. 20. The
group’s Christmas party will be at noon on that day
at the LG VFW Hall.



 What’s Happening in LG    December  2014    Page 3

“LGAA Kid

Programs

are great!”

Builders Wholesale &
Hardware Supply

505 E. Main
P.O. Box 639
Locust Grove, OK

918-479-5214
FAX:

918-479-3217

M-F 7:00-5:30  Sat. 7:00-2:30:
Closed Sunday

LGAA makes plans for coming year
Fourteen members were

on hand for the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance’s No-
vember 12 meeting at the
ROMP Workshop on
South 4382 Road.

A board of directors was
elected including Jennifer
Henson, president; Marea
Breedlove, vice president;
Kelly Palmer, secretary;
and Betty Perkins, trea-
surer.

Final plans were made
for the group’s first Christ-
mas Home Tour on Dec. 13
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

April Stone, director of
the LG Children’s Com-
munity Theater group,
spoke about the children’s

performances on Dec. 20.
The arts alliance also

encouraged local artists to
display and/or sell their art
at an exhibit at the VFW
Hall on the day of the home
tour. Several local artists
have committed to the
show, including Verna
Bates, Pam Quantie, Shaun
Perkins, Regina Martin
Thompson, Mitzi Stone
and Jess Dinsmore.

A tentative calendar of
events for the coming year
was also proposed by the
group.

In addition to the
Founder’s Day Art Show
on May 9, and the Christ-
mas Home Tour on Dec. 12

next year, the group also
slated a Valentine-Making
Day on Feb. 7, a Children’s
Theater production on
March 7, the art and cre-
ativity camps in June and
July, a history celebration
by the children’s theater
group on July 3, an Art
Walk in conjunction with

the LG Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Water-
melon Fest on June 27, a
kickoff for the Big Read
project on Sept. 19, a fall
art tour Oct. 10, and partici-
pating in the Chamber’s
annual Halloween trick or
treating plans.

Future workshops will
be scheduled for stamping
and scrapbooking by Geor-
gia Rainbolt; gourd art by
Verna Bates, painting tech-
niques by Kelly Palmer;
pie crusts and food art by
Betty Perkins.

Also, floral design/jew-
elry/painting by Pam
Quantie; Big Read cos-
tume design by Fern
McFarland; and art jour-
nals by Shaun Perkins.

POP CASE WAGON. . . One of the creations for the annual Fes-
tival of Trees at the First United Methodist Church Dec. 5-6.
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CHEROKEE CHRISTMAS ART SHOW

You are invited to the 6th Annual

Gourds, Etc. Art Studio
9002 S. 439.2 * Locust Grove, OK
918-694-5274 * www.gourdsetc.net

Handmade Cherokee gourd masks, gourd
art, beadwork, paintings, jewelry, pottery,
tree ornaments, stocking stuffers and
much, much more!

Driving Directions: Go west of LG city lim-
its. Turn south (left) on 439.2 Rd. Go one
mile. Or go south of LG on Hwy. 82. Turn
west (right) on E580 Rd. Go two miles.

Free Admission

Visa/MC accepted

Dec. 6-7
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Great Christmas

Gifts Available!

CHRISTMAS ANGEL

A SNOWMAN TREE guards a bedroom door at the home of Kelly
and Mark Palmer, one of the homes featured in the LGAA Christ-
mas Tour of Homes.

Museum lists activities
for December fun

Locust Grove’s Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry
(ROMP) has a lot of fun opportunities in the works for
the month of December.

Brushes & Bottles
Join artist April Stone in creating a work of art at the
ROMP WorkShop on Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Bring your own bottle (your choice drinking beverage)
and we’ll provide the rest. Workshop price is donation.

Holiday Haiku Contest

Write a haiku about the holidays and email it to
rompoetry@gmail.com. All poems will win prizes and
be displayed at the LG Holiday House Tour & Art
Show in Locust Grove on Dec. 13. Deadline for
entries: Dec. 10.

Poem-Card Making
On Dec. 20, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, celebrate the

return of winter with poetry and holiday cards. Learn
some different ways to make verses and poetic lines
for cards and then create some homemade cards for
gift-giving. All materials and refreshments provided.
$15.

More details about ROMP can be found at
ROMPoetry.com or by calling Shaun Perkins at 864-
9152.
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Shorty’s GrillOpen Daily:
5 a.m.-8 p.m.

Call-in and Drive-thru
Check Our Daily Specials

479-7000

Locust Grove, OK
South of 82/412 Intersection

K & D’s Vapor Store
202 West Main
Locust Grove
(918) 479-7977

Come VAPE with us!
We have all your vaping needs!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

LG to participate in the Big Read

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities
in Locust Grove that our community might be interested
in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bperk@sstelco.com or
918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you have
news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in fu-
ture issues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates at
918-530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com.

About What’s Happening in LG

CO

Several local organiza-
tions are making plans for
the town of Locust Grove
to participate in the Na-
tional Endowment of the
Arts-sponsored program,
The Big Read.

The program involves
the entire community in
the reading of  a book. Lo-
cust Grove Librarian Joan
Bennett selected True Grit
by Charles Portis.

“It is a great read and
deals with historical places
and people of our area,”

said Shaun Perkins, direc-
tor of the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry, one of
the sponsoring organiza-
tion of the Big Read lo-
cally.

Other groups to be in-
volved in the planning and
hosting of events will in-

clude Locust Grove
Schools, the Locust Grove
Public Library and other
organizations to be an-
nounced later.

A grant is being written
to fund activites based on
the book that will be held
over the year.

Proposed activities in-

clude a kick-off celebration
with a very special guest,
poetry contest, storytelling
events, book discussions,
public showing of both
movies, a costume contest,
a children’s play, and more.

For more information
about the event, contact
justjoanbennett@gmail.com



Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

Mike Pendergraft Construction
7383 S. 447
Rose, OK 74364 918-864-3379

SPECIALIZING IN

*Roofing Material
*Building Products

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Page 6    What’s Happening in LG     December 2014

by Roxann Perkins Yates

Small Town Matters
You can find them in all

50 states. On display
throughout the globe will be
100 million of them this
year, each dressed up in tra-
ditional ways.

Adorned with popcorn,
berries, paper, pictures, trin-
kets, and anything that
sparkles, these large and
small symbols of growth
and life and spiritual faith—
Christmas trees—will
“spruce up” families’
homes until the new year.

But, if you want to try
something not-so-tradi-

Christmas trees come in many forms

tional this year, bedeck your
hall or living room with one
you create, one that portrays
your flair, interests, and tal-
ents. Last year, I took my
lovely coat rack and re-
dressed it in all that is
Christmas. I didn’t have to
buy a $30 tree. I didn’t have
to buy something else to be
stored away in a tub and
somehow lost in the year
before going in search of it

again.
This year, I found inspi-

ration outside. With a few
fallen twigs and cedar
sprigs and a lovely vase, a
tree was born. Decorated
with a four-dollar box of
autumn-colored thrift shop
ornaments, it smells of the
woods; it’s asymmetrical
like the fruits of nature; it’s
me.

Book lovers, stack your
great reads into a great tree.
Wine connoisseurs, cleave
those corks. Box people (I
love nice boxes.) stack

them in a corner—bulky to
bitty.

“O Christmas tree! O
Christmas tree!”


