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“Something to Believe  in” by Willard Stone

LG Arts Alliance plans Fall Art Tour
The newly-organized Lo-

cust Grove Arts Alliance is
hosting a Fall Art Tour of
three local unique places: the
Willard Stone Museum, the
Gourds, Etc. Art Studio, and
the Rural Oklahoma Museum
of Poetry.

The tour is planned for
Saturday, Oct. 18, and tick-
ets will be sold. Participants
will meet at the VFW Hall
and then be chauffeured to
each place. A reception at the
VFW Hall will follow the tour.

The Willard Stone Mu-
seum contains the works of
one of Oklahoma’s most
well-known artists, Willard
Stone, along with artwork by
his son, Jason, equally re-
nowned for his work, who
now runs the museum.

Gourds, Etc. Art Studio is
owned and operated by
Verna Bates, a nationally-
award-winning Cherokee
artist who grows the gourds
she transforms in the garden
beside her studio.

The Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry, directed by
Shaun Perkins, is one of  only
two poetry museums in the
U.S. and is an interactive cen-
ter devoted to poetry.

Charles Portis’ True Grit:
Locust Grove’s Big Read

For the first time, Locust Grove will participate in The Big
Read, a program from the National Endowment for the Arts,
which supports organizations that develop community-wide
programs which encourage reading and participation.

Locust Grove will participate during the 2014-15 school
year with the novel by Charles Portis: “True Grit.” Various
school and community functions will take place during the
process of reading the novel.

The story of “True Grit” deals with Mattie Ross, a 14-
year-old girl from Yell County, Ark., who is determined to
avenge the death of her father. To aid her, she hires the toughest
U.S. marshal she can find, a man with “true grit,” Reuben J.
“Rooster” Cogburn, a role made famous in the True Grit
movie by John Wayne.

More details will be given in upcoming issues of “What’s
Happening in LG.” In the meantime, contact Joan Bennett at
justjoanbennett@gmail.com, for more information or to ex-
press interest in the project.

A gourd drum by Cherokee artist Verna Bates

The tour hours and ticket
prices will be announced
soon. For more information
contact Shaun Perkins, at
918-864-9152 or online at
rompoetry@gmail. com.

Holiday House Tour
scheduled Dec. 13

For a great way to celebrate the holidays, take
part in a tour of some local homes decorated for
Christmas.

The Locust Grove Arts Alliance is sponsoring a
Holiday House Tour on Saturday, Dec. 13, from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets to the tour will be on sale at
the VFW Hall starting at 10 a.m. on that day when
a pancake breakfast will be served.

In addition, many local artists will be displaying
their work in the VFW Hall, with items both for
viewing and for purchase for great Christmas gifts.

The homes (and one business) confirmed for the
tour at this point are Tammy Ward’s Law Office,
and the homes of Joan Bennett, Fern McFarland,
and Mark and Kelly Palmer. For more information
contact Kelly Palmer at kpalmer415@gmail.com.
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The old Locust Grove
High School rock gym is in
danger of being demolished
due to the construction of
the new three-domed high
school which is close to the
old gym.

The gym, created by
workers from the Works
Progress Administration
during the 1930’s is directly
in the path of run-off water
from the new domes, and
damage to its foundation is
inevitable.

This piece of the town’s
history is worthy of being
saved.

It is still strong, and the
inside has held up well. The
hardwood gym floor, the
wooden bleachers, and the
stage are all useful. Count-
less graduates of Locust

Grove Schools have fond
memories of watching plays
and programs in this gym,
playing on the beautiful

An Editorial
Old WPA Gym worthy of being saved

floor, and graduating or
dancing at the prom in the
building.

Locust Grove has so few

historical buildings: It would
be wonderful to save this
one. It could turn into a
community center where
music, drama, sports, and
other programs take place.
The Locust Grove Boys
and Girls Club needs a
space: It would be great in
that capacity.

Locust Grove School
Superintendent Lori Helton
said there will be a town
meeting to discuss the
possibilities for the gym
with a tentative date of Aug.
20.

While it is difficult to find
funds for saving historic
building, it can be done. If
we put our heads together,
we can come up with some
solutions to save a worthy
building.

Inside the old gym, the floor appears to be in good shape, the old
wooden bleachers are smooth, sturdy and gleaming, and the beau-
tiful old native rock walls remain in their original form.

Shown from the south and east side of the old gym, it stands amidst
the construction debris of the new high school domes. The origi-
nal native rock walls were painted a pale yellow when the rest of
the existing high school was painted several years ago. A local
artist, Jim Buckskin, now deceased, painted the image of the Pi-
rate on its east end.

LG newsletter established
The Locust Grove Arts Alliance has undertaken the

publishing of a by-weekly newsletter in an effort to bring
the news of “What’s Happening in LG” to its citizens.

In order to distribute this newsletter free to the public,
we will need to sell a minimum amount of advertising to
cover printing costs. All staff of the newsletter will volun-
teer their time.

The advertising rate is $4 a column inch. For advertis-
ing, contact Roxann Perkins at 918-530-5321, Monday
through Friday, or visit with one of the newsletter’s dis-
tributors as they visit your place of business.

Currently, we plan to publish twice a month, but hope-
fully, that can develop into a weekly distribution. Visit us
online at LGArtsAlliance.com.

The next meeting of the LGAA will be Sept. 10 from
5:30-6:30 p.m. at the VFW Hall. Everyone is invited to
attend.


