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OK Poet Laureate to visit ROMP

“I’m not interested in prescriptions of
what poetry should or must do,

but rather in finding out all the things
that poetry can do,

the possibilities of poetry.”
--Benjamin Myers, Oklahoma Poet Laureate

Oklahoma’s newest poet laureate is making a special
appearance in Locust Grove. The Possibilities of Poetry
is an afternoon presentation and discussion with Ben-
jamin Myers at the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry
(ROMP) on July 10, from 2-5 p.m.

The event will include a reading by Myers, a ques-
tion-and-answer session, and a discussion between
ROMP director Shaun Perkins and Myers about the pos-
sibilities of and for poetry for Oklahomans from all walks
of life.

The program will begin with a viewing of the
museum’s exhibits. A copy of one of Myers’ books will
be given to the first 20 people who arrive. Visitors will
be encouraged to read selections of Myers’ poems and
participate in a “poetic task” in exchange for the book.
The task will become part of Myers’ presentation and
the Q&A following his talk.

All ages are welcome, and an adult will be on hand to
take children to the ROMP Workshop for activities dur-
ing the event.

Refreshments will be served. This event is free and
open to the public. The museum is off Road 438, be-
tween Roads 550 and 560. Follow the signs.

Funding for this program is provided in part by a grant
from the Oklahoma Humanities Council )OHC) and the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Any
views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations ex-
pressed in this [program, publication exhibition, website]
do not necessarily represent those of OHC or NEH.

OKLAHOMA  POET LAUREATE  Benjamin Myers will
present a program from 2-5 p.m., July 10, at the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry. The program is free and open
to the public. For more information, visit rompoetry.com.

LGAA Children’s Community Theater will present a
program on the Battle of Locust Grove at Pipe Springs
Park on Friday, July 3, the anniversary of the battle that
was fought on this day in 1862. This will be a mini ver-
sion of the program to be presented July 17.

Children’s theater program July 3
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LGAA meets July 8 at VFW
Members of the Locust Grove Arts Alliance will

meet at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 8, when they
make plans to file for non-profit status, and to create
membership certificates of appreciation for the
group’s sponsors.

The adoption of the by-laws for the organization
will also be discussed, and amended and/or approved.
April Stone will give an update on the Children’s
Community Theater group.

Anyone who is interested in getting involved with
the group is invited to attend the one-hour meeting.

The LGAA is actively seeking new members as it
goes into its third year of helping to bring attention
to the arts, and activities which support the arts.

HCE meets third Tuesday at FUMC
The Home and Community Education group meets at

the First United Methodist Church on the third Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. Call the church at 479-6356
for more information.

TWO STEPPING . . . Liz and Bill Rogers enjoy a dance
during one of the senior citizens monthly dinner-dances.

July 11 dinner-dance planned
The monthly senior citizens dinner and dance will

be held July 11, a departure from their first Satur-
day date because of the holiday.

Dinner at 5:30 will feature smoked pork shoul-
der, and the dance will begin at 6:30 p.m., ending at
9 p.m. The Hole in the Wall Band will provide the
music.

The Locust Ladies will provide an array of des-
serts. Cost of the dinner and dance is $6.

This dance will mark the first on the new floor-
ing in the Killiam Community Building. The floor
was provided by donations and grants. The Locust
Grove High School football team painted the walls.
Jubilee Ministries replaced the ceiling tiles, and a
grant from Grand Gateway replaced the overhead
lights.

All seniors are invited to attend the dinner and
dance sponsored by the LG Chamber of Commerce.

First United Methodist Church
of Locust Grove

703 N. Hwy. 82 * P.O. Box 218
Office: 918-479-6356
Cell: 405-919-8567

email: pastormatt@mattdamethodist.com
www.fumclgok.org
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New LG history book in the works
Members of the Locust Grove Centennial Commit-

tee, who created a history book on Locust Grove’s 100th

anniversary in 2012, are working on a second book.
The new book will include early-day family stories,

as well as current events which have made an impact on
the town in recent years, according to Kay McFarland,
chairman of the group.

“Many family stories did not make it into the first
book, and we’re hoping those people will come forward
with pictures and a story about their family in Locust
Grove,” McFarland said. “We’ll gladly write the sto-
ries, if they will provide the information.”

The history of local churches that did not make the
first book will also be included, as well as the stories
about LGHS’s first ever girls’ basketball championship
team in 2015, as well as other memorable current events.

The committee hopes to include histories of local cem-
eteries also. Anyone with information about a local cem-
etery is asked to contact a member of the group.

Members of the committee include McFarland, Jerry
Koelsch, Hugh J. Callery, Joan Bennett, Roxann Yates,
and Betty Perkins.

Call any one of these people to provide family infor-
mation. In addition, Yates can be contacted at
roxannperkins@gmail.com or Perkins at
bperk@sstelco.com.

The Centennial Book allowed the committee to do-
nate $4,000 to the Locust Grove Public Library to up-
date computer systems, and $500 to the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance, which that group hopes to use to acquire
its nonprofit status.

 QUANTIE AUTO PARTS owner Harold Quantie Jr. waits
on a customer at his well-stocked store.Quantie and his wife
Georgeann celebrated their 20th year as owners of Quantie
Auto Supply. They sell automotive, truck, tractor, lawn
mower and industrial parts. “If you want it, and I ain’t got
it, I’ll find it,” Quantie said. “I get to interact with all types
of people we try to go the extra mile. I feel fortunate. The
community has been very good to me.” Georgeann does
paperwork for the business and they also employ Scott
Blevins, Fay Barengberg and Kyle Ebers.

ERROR IN JUNE ISSUE
A caption beneath a picture in the article on the busi-

ness of Harold and Connie Quantie identified the trac-
tors pictured as Kubota. They are instead Kiotis. We re-
gret the error.

COMPUTER GIFT. . .Centennial Committee members Jerry
Koelsch, left, and Kay McFarland, right, present Locust
Grove Public Librarian Annissa Fleming with a check for
$2,000 to help with updating computer systems. The com-
mittee is currently working on a second book of the town’s
history, and persons interested in having their stories in-
cluded are encouraged to call or contact any committee
member.
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FUMC Salad Luncheon

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage

MOVING TO THE MUSIC. . . Four listeners to the Hole in
the Wall Gang couldn’t resist dancing to a tune at the Wa-
termelon Fest, attending by about 100 local citizens.

JIM ROGERS
holds his slice of
watermelon from
the festival held in
downtown Locust
Grove on June 27.
The festival is an
annual event by
the LG Chamber
of Commerce. This
year, the LGAA
joined in the fun by
sponsoring a chalk
drawing contest on
the sidewalk along
the side of the fest.

AFGHAN WINNERS. . . Cleta
Wyrick, seated, won the afghan
made by Cheri Frazier at the
First United Methodist
Church’s annual Salad Lun-
cheon. Shown with Myrick is
her sister, Glinna Fleming. At
right Joan Bennett and Vicki
Heflin have kitchen duty dur-
ing the luncheon.

More than 150 people
attended this year’s lun-
cheon, which is an annual
fundraiser for the United
Methodist Women.

The event raised more
than $1,300 to help finance
the Back Pack Program,
angel tree program, food
pantry, Circle of Care, and
other needs of the congre-
gation. Thirty-seven differ-
ent types of salads were
served as well as a variety
of desserts.

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296

Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner
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MEDAL WINNER. . .
Jaylynn Turner proudly
wears the medal she won in
the chalk art contest.

ROWS OF BUSES. . .Dusty Ross, 5, filled his alloted part of the
sidewalk with rows of yellow chalk buses. He said he was drawing
the place where his father works. Layne Ross works at Tulsa Bus
Plant in Tulsa.

CONGRATULATIONS. . .
Mayor Steve Perry presents a
medal to Wyatt Deerinwater for
his chalk art which depicted
love and loss.

Watermelon
Fest Photos

THREE-LEGGED RACE WINNERS. . .Waylon Ross, 9, and
Matthew Glory, 10, hold up the rope that tied their legs together in
the race, one of several geared to youngsters at the festival. At left,
Ethan Six, 11, takes part in the hoola-hoop contest.

ALL AGES. . . Jay Turner
holds his great-granddaughter,
Payton Turner, 14 months, at
the festival.

JUICY BITE. .  .Jerry Rogers
digs into her slice of water-
melon while enjoying the
shade of a tent.

Quantie Auto Supply

Tractor, Truck & Auto Parts
Custom Hydraulic Hoses
High Performance Parts

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352
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Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

SMALL TOWN LOVE. . .Sara
Van Horn holds a T-shirt that
expresses her devotion to her
hometown.

Downtown T-shirt shop family business
BUSINESS

REVIEW

By Roxann Perkins Yates
“You’ve got to play with

design and technique. I
learn something new ev-
eryday,” Sara Van Horn,
owner of Hometown Shirt
Shack, said about her and
her husband Steve’s busi-
ness of custom vinyl, em-
broidery and screen print
designs for apparel and ac-
cessories.

Before Van Horn began
her business from home in
2008, she was making hair
bows and doing embroi-
dery work. Today her shop
is located at 111 E. Main
Street.

“I began experimenting
with T-shirt vinyl designs
and traded embroidered
work with my friend who
owned a T-shirt shop,” she
said.

After a vinyl design is
created, the weeding pro-
cess begins.

“We take off the excess
vinyl by weeding what is
not part of the design,” Van
Horn said.

Designs are then pressed
onto the clothing, hats, etc.

“If there is more than
one color, we press mul-
tiple times. During foot-
ball, basketball, and base-
ball seasons, we will press
as many as 70 pieces a
day,” Van Horn said.

The Hometown Shirt
Shack suits the needs of
many costumers in Locust
Grove and in surrounding

towns, including: Oaks,
Kenwood, Adair, Peggs,
Chouteau, Salina, and
more.

“I’ve even sent an order
to New York. I was con-
tacted on Facebook to do
a commemorative 911
shirt,” Van Horn said.

Much of Van Horn’s
work is received through
social media.

“Half of my business
comes from Facebook,”
she said.

Though Van Horn’s
husband, Steve, has
worked full time as a para-
medic operation manager

for 18 years, he and their
four children help out
when needed.

Daughters Sophie, 8,
and Natalie (nearly 7)
weed. Son Sean, 17, is busy
with sports.

“I can get Sean to sweep
the floor once in a while,
but he’s a teen and wants
to get paid,” Van Horn said.

Son Nicolas is 11 and
experiments on the com-
puter.

“Nicolas can do design.
He has his own folder,” she

said.
Business has prospered,

and family friend,
Stephanie Romero, now
works the front of the shop.

“I couldn’t do both
jobs—front to back,” Van
Horn said.

And from front to back
changes have been made.

My boys and I repainted
the front for a fresher look.
My sister-in-law, Bobbie
Philbrick, created shelving
for items, and we’re bring-
ing in more products in-
cluding tunics and leg-
gings,” Van Horn said.

The business owner
works diligently to satisfy
her customers and hopes to
add screen printing in the
future.

“My biggest challenge is
to give customers what
they want and try to pro-
vide a good product for a
good price,” Van Horn
said.

During various sports’
seasons, Van Horn spends

(Continues on  Page 7)SARA and oldest son, Sean, 17
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Van Horns work together for success

Hometown Shirt Shack
111 E. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5331

Custom Vinyl, Tees & Embroidery

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Bait
Ice

(Continued from Page 6)

K & D’s Vapor Store
202 West Main
Locust Grove
(918) 479-7977

Come VAPE with us!
We have all your vaping needs!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

a lot of time at work.
“Staying up and getting

orders done in less than
two-weeks time means
many hours of work. I also
have a lot of last-minute
orders,” she said.

It’s satisfying to see her
work in public. “I went to
a Catoosa basketball game
and saw a shirt I had de-
signed.”

While her business de-
mands much of her time,
Van Horn makes a con-
scious effort to spend time
with family. Summer hours
of operation are 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Wednesday through
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 2

p.m. on Saturday.
“I have to consider my

kids. When it’s time to go
home, it’s time to go
home,” she said. “We
hardly got to use our pool
last year.”

At times during the
school year, business hours
will be flexible.

“When school starts,
hours will fluctuate based
on what activities outside
of work there are to do,”
Van Horn said.

Van Horn’s not inter-
ested in “weeding” cos-
tumers—just vinyl de-
signs. She enjoys small

AT THE PRESS. . .Nicolas Van
Horn, 11, helps out.

town USA and continues
to “learn something new
everyday.”

“I know everybody. I
treat people the way they
want to be treated. I want
to help people,” she said.

To contact Van Horn,
call 918-479-5331, or re-
quest information on the
business Facebook page
Hometown Shirt Shack.

WEEDING. . . Sophie, 8, and Natalie, 7, remove excess vinyl
called  weeding.
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REVAMPING DOWNTOWN MURAL. . .Ray Grass, a local artist and member of the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance, works on restoring the mural at the corner of Main Street and Broadway.

-- Photo by Kelly Palmer

Local artist
restores art
in downtown

Many local citizens have
noticed with sadness the
fading of the mural on the
vacant building at the cor-
ner of Main and Broadway
Streets. The mural, created
by local high school art stu-
dents, has faded through
the years.

The mural depicts the
founder of Locust Grove,
O.W. Killiam at the center,
and is surrounded by the
Battle of Locust Grove.
This Civil War battle was
fought on July 3, 1862, be-
tween northern forces out
of Kansas and Confederate
forces made up mostly of
Cherokee soldiers.

Ray Grass, a local artist
and member of the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance, is cur-
rently volunteering his
time and effort to restore
and complete the mural.

Grass, who is a veteran
of both the U.S. Navy and
the U.S. Air Force, moved
to Locust Grove after he
retired from the Federal
Aviation Dept.

He says he has been
painting ever since he was
six-and-a-half year old, and
likes to paint items related
to Cherokee heritage, and
notes, “This mural has
some Cherokee history, as
well as some history of
Locust Grove.”

“LGAA Kid

Programs

are great!”

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC Four Feet

 and Feathers

5225 E. Hwy 412
Locust Grove, OK

918-479-5340


