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Wood turning by Jess Dinsmore

First Holiday Home Tour
raises $400 for LGAA

The Locust Grove Arts and Alliance had a small turn-
out for its first Holiday Home Tour, but the group man-
aged to make $405 with the tour and pancake breakfast
that morning.

“We were a little disappointed with the turnout be-
cause we had some beautiful and very distinctive homes
on the tour,” said Jennifer Henson, president of the local
group. “It’s not going to deter us though because we al-
ready have plans in the works for next year’s tour and
actually already have a family who has volunteered their
home for the tour.”

The tour included the law office of Tammy Ward on
Main Street, Joan Bennett’s family home of the
Markhams built in 1905, located on Delaware Street in
Locust Grove, the lakeside home of Fern McFarland,
and the country homes of Clay Saffell and Kelly and
Mark Palmer.

The decorations in each home ranged from western
to country to eclectic and traditional.

RED, WHITE, BLACK . . . Those wre the colors Fern McFarland
used throughout her spacious lakeside home for the holiday
season.

Poem Life, a one-woman show about the part that
poetry plays in our lives, will be opening soon. Shaun
Perkins recently spent a week at a Eureka Springs’ writ-
ing retreat in order to put the finishing touches on the
play, which is an interactive, multimedia poetry show in
seven acts.

“I just need the technology to get it all together,”
Perkins said, “Plus some heavy memorization is still in
the works.”

The idea for Poem Life came because Perkins was
looking for ways to expand the audience for her Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, the only museum of its
kind in the U.S., which Perkins opened in 2012.

“Poetry has something to offer everyone, whether they
believe it or not,” said Perkins. “The museum is about
letting people have an experience with words and po-
etry.”

But having the museum in rural Locust Grove makes
it difficult to sometimes get visitors.

“I’m hoping I can take this show out to the public all
over the state—and beyond—to spread the poetry mes-
sage and also get people aware of the museum,” said
Perkins.

Perkins completes
one-woman show

(See One-woman show on Page 2)
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Chamber meets second Wednesday
The Locust Grove Area Chamber of Commerce

will meet Jan. 14, at noon at Senior Citizens Center.

Arts Alliance meets Jan. 14
LGAA’s monthly meeting will be Jan. 14 at 5:30
p.m. at the VFW Hall, when plans for the annual
Founder’s Day Art Exhibit will be discussed. All in-
terested Locust Grove citizens are invited to attend.

The theme of the Poem
Life show revolves around
crime, how poetry and
crime have a lot in com-
mon.

“I have been guilty all of
my life of the crime of pos-
session with the intent to
distribute . . . poetry,”
Perkins said.

To learn more about
what that means, people
will just have to see the
show. Perkins hopes to
open the show in the spring
with the first performance
to be staged in Locust
Grove. She is looking for
bookings elsewhere, also.
The show is suited to teen-
agers and adults and can be

performed in a small the-
ater or in a large meeting
room, auditorium or simi-
lar setting.

The Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry is a
501(c)(3) non-profit char-
ity, and if anyone has funds
or equipment that could be
donated to the Poem Life
project, Perkins will gladly
accept them and they are
tax-deductible.  She is par-
ticularly in need of a PA,
microphones, projector
and screen and funds for
marketing materials.

For more information,
visit ROMPoetry.com or
call or email Shaun: 918-
864-9152 or
rompoetry@gmail.com.

(Continued from Page 1)

-One-woman show-

News Briefs

Chamber of Commerce
sponsored dance held

The January Black & White Ball was well attended
by seniors at the monthly dance held at the Senior Citi-
zens Center.

The next dance will be Feb. 7 for Valentine’s Day. A
spaghetti dinner at 5:30 p.m. will precede the dance
which begins at 6:30. Cost for the dinner/dance is $6.
The Locust Ladies will once again provide desserts for
the dinner.

The Hole in the Wall Band will be playing.

TWO-STEPPING. . .Liz Kelly  dances with Jane Rogers. The 90-
year-old Arkansas woman drives herself to the dances from Siloam
Springs.
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“LGAA Kid

Programs

are great!”

LG gets first Little Free Library Dec. 25
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY...
The first Little Free Library has
been erected on Perkins Road,
just off of County Road 4382 in
the Locust Grove Area.

Locust Grove has its
first Little Free Library lo-
cated on Perkins Road just
off of County Road 4382.
A Christmas gift from
Kelly Palmer to her
mother, Betty Perkins, the
Little Free Library is lo-
cated in the Perkins drive-
way.

Palmer crafted the li-
brary from repurposed ma-
terials and painted it a tur-
quoise shade. It is a small
library, holding only 12-15
books at a time.

Little Free Libraries
were begun in 2009 when
Todd Bol built the first one
– a birdhouse-like book
exchange – in his Hudson,
Wisconsin, front yard. His
was also built to honor his
mother, a former teacher
and lifelong reader. Five
years later, there are more
than 10,000 Little Free Li-
braries in 50 countries
around the world.

The Little Free Libraries
are run on the honor-sys-

tem mantra “Take a Book,
Return a Book,” and are
stocked with something for
everyone – from gardening
guides to Russian novels to
picture books.

In addition to promoting
literacy, Little Free Librar-
ies spark a sense of com-

munity, too. When people
pause on the sidewalk to
browse a library, they are
just as likely to strike up a
conversation as they are to
find their next great read,
Bol noted.

“The reason Little Free
Library has been success-
ful is that people tell us,
constantly, ‘I’ve met more
neighbors in a week than
I’ve met in 30 years,’” says
Bol. “It engages and brings
neighborhoods together,
and folks talk to each other
more than they ever have.’”

While Perkins’ Little
Free Library is a bit off the
beaten path, people are in-
vited to pull into the drive-
way and browse to find a
book they might like to
read. “My daughters will
help me keep it stocked in
a variety of books – books
that anyone might enjoy,”
Perkins said.

She also said that she
has had to fill the library
twice since it was erected

Christmas Day. “I don’t
think people knew about
the leave a book part of the
library,” she said with a
laugh, “but that’s okay. I
love that they want a book
to read.”

She also said that dona-
tions of books to stock the
library are also appreciated
and can be left in a space
beneath the Little Free Li-
brary, Charter Number
21685, and more informa-
tion about the organization
can be found at
www.littlefreelibrary.org.

“I would love to see
other Little Free Libraries
pop up all over Locust
Grove,” Perkins said. “I
can’t think of a better way
to share books.”

“It would especially be
neat to have some Little
Free Libraries located in
the down town area with
perhaps a bench or seat
nearby for people to take a
look at the books they
would like to read.”
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SANTA-CAPPED CHAIRS add a festive note to Clay Saffell’s
kitchen area which also features a small tree and bucket lights.
Saffell’s log-cabin inspired interior added to the eclectic group of
homes on the Christmas tour this year. At right, Saffell’s cedar
table is topped with red geraniums. Not shown, Saffell’s large
Christmas tree featured cowboy boots beneath and a cowboy hat
as the tree topper. The three pairs of boots belonged to Saffell and
his two daughters.

Poetry Museum plans
special MLK exhibit

To honor Martin Luther King’s birthday, the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry (ROMP) will have a
special exhibit of Civil Rights poetry and poetry about
and inspired by King. The exhibit will run from Jan.
17 - Feb. 28, with the opening of the exhibit on Satur-
day, Jan. 17, King’s actual birthday. Martin Luther
King Day is Jan. 19

On Jan. 17, from noon to dusk, visit the museum
and see the exhibit, contribute to a Poetry Train in
King’s honor, have refreshments, and see what else the
museum has to offer.

“This is a good time to visit if you have not been to
the museum yet,” said Shaun Perkins, museum direc-
tor.

The ROMP Shop, with workshop, gift shop and
poet’s retreat will also be open. More details about
ROMP can be found at ROMPoetry.com or by calling
Perkins at 918-864-9152.

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

412 East Main Street

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

LGAA meets Jan. 14
5:30 p.m.

Locust Grove VFW Hall

Coupon expires January 31



 What’s Happening in LG   January 2015    Page 5

Dinsmore likes ‘throwing dust’

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

“I like throwing dust, but
it’s rough to clean up,” local
artist Jess Dinsmore said
about his art of turning wood.

“In wood turning nothing
goes to waste. You can make
something that is pleasing to
look at or you can make a lot
of fire starting pieces for the
fireplace,” he said.

“The time spent in a pro-
ductive hobby is very reward-
ing. There is always some-
thing to learn as well as some-
thing new to produce from a
piece of wood. I recently sold
a piece made from black jack
oak that had been in the fire-
wood rack for six months,”
Dinsmore said.

Many surprises can be
found in the cut of wood, in-
cluding the design and color
within.

“I once exhausted my
chainsaw cutting into a pe-
can. I hit a walnut hidden in-
side,” said Dinsmore.

Before his hobby began,
Dinsmore made his living as
an electrician and as a pastor.

“I worked as a mainte-
nance manager in two plants
where I set up some of the
manual metal cutting lathes.
This experience, in some

ways, transfers over to the
manual applications that are
involved in some of the wood
turning.

“I also pastored churches,
and I find in some of the
pieces of wood great illustra-
tions for passages that I use
when I preach sermons. I
have been retired for seven
years and I am thankful that
God has given me something
to do with my time that is
constructive and fulfilling,”
Dinsmore said.

Dinsmore’s interest in art-
ful woodwork began after his
wife mentioned that she
wanted to buy him a lathe.

“In 2010 Rose Mary sug-
gested that she wanted to pur-
chase a lathe for me for my
birthday. A few weeks before,
a friend at our church had
made me a bowl out of a piece
of cedar tree that I had cut
down in our yard.

“After getting the lathe
home and doing a piece or
two, I was hooked on wood
turning,” Dinsmore said.

Creating wood art involves
many steps. Bowls, vases,
writing pens, are some of the
pieces created from woods
such as pecan, oak, cedar, lo-

cust, and cedar elm.
“The process of making a

piece varies, but there are
some basic things that need
to be done to insure a piece
of wood will be usable. Cut-
ting a log and sealing the ends
causes a slowdown in the dry-
ing to prevent cracking.

“Then I rough cut a piece
to a usable form. To actually
place a piece on the lathe, it
must be done in a manner that
will allow the turning to be
done safely,” said Dinsmore.

Sometimes the process is
a dangerous one.

“Safety is something that

I learned early because I had
a bowl that I had not secured
as it needed to be. The bowl
came off the mounting at 800
rpm and drove my safety
glasses into my right eye. Af-
ter many trips to the eye sur-
geon, eventually, surgery was
required.

“A lathe turning at speeds
of 150 rpm to 3600 rpm, with
the introduction of sharp
tools to that wood, must be
used safely,” he said.

He “throws dust” in a
workshop filled with various
woods and machines; some

DINSMORE works a lathe to form a writing pen in his home
workshop.

(See Wood turner on Page 6)
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-Wood turner-

Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

are antiques passed down to him by his father-in-law. An old
metal ice chest is nailed to the wall. Inside are his glues, kept
warm for his work.

All of his art is produced in a shop 10 foot by 14 foot in
size.

“The shop is set up near my garage. I have a place of stor-
age for wood chunks of all sizes. I use  the expression ‘wood
chunks’ to describe this because to the non-wood turner it is
a mass of confusion,” Dinsmore said.

Wood pieces are Dinsmore’s specialty, but he also works
with stone.

“The greatest challenge was turning a bowl out of a square
piece of alabaster. Alabaster is a very soft, but beautiful stone.
It is turnable with the same tools used on wood. A bowl of
wood the same size would take 3-4 hours. This piece took 25
hours of continual preparation to keep the piece from crack-
ing and being destroyed,” Dinsmore said.

No matter the hours required to do his craft, Dinsmore
continues to learn new techniques and develop his skill to
showcase his pieces in art shows. His family encourages him.

“My family fully supports my wood turning hobby; after
all, it was my wife who bought me my first lathe. I have one
son, and he is turning as well,” said Dinsmore.

The wood turner has recently won recognition at art shows
in the form of ribbons and praise.

“Sometimes the greatest reward is when someone comes
to a craft fair or a show and makes a statement such as, ‘How
can you do that? I didn’t think that you could make anything
beautiful out of that kind of wood.’”

People see the beauty in nature’s trees. Many don’t see the
beauty within.

“I hope that people will look at a dead or fallen tree and
wonder what could be made from that tree. There is an intrin-
sic beauty in nature, that, if worked right, will awaken all of
us to the greatness of creation around us. I have a sign that I

sometimes put on my display table which reads, ‘May I learn
more of the nature of God in each piece of wood,’” Dinsmore
said.

Dinsmore can be reached by telephone at 918-386-2529
or by email at Prechjess@chouteautel.com or through the
Locust Grove Arts Alliance at lgartsalliance.com.

--Roxann Perkins Yates

 

SURPRISING FIND. . . When Dinsmore split this piece of pecan
wood, he was surprised to find a walnut hull embedded inside. He
will use this piece of wood to create a unique art piece.


