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Poetry program
coming to LGMS

New business opens. See Page 4.

FACELIFT . . Local artist Ray Grass works on brightening
the Town Hall sign. Grass, a member of the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance,  recently finished refurbishing the historic
mural on the corner of Main and Broadway and is looking
for other projects.

“EVERYword” is com-
ing to the Locust Grove
Middle School in January
and February.
“EVERYword,” a signa-
ture Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry (ROMP)
program, brings the art of
poetry out in students of all
ages by involving them in
the beauty and versatility of
the language they already
have and by motivating
them to seek out more op-
portunities to communi-
cate, play with and learn
from language and the in-
teractions that surround
language.

Shaun Perkins, an Okla-
homa Arts Council Teach-
ing Artist and ROMP Di-
rector, will teach the pro-
gram to all middle school
students over a four-week
period.

The program will em-
phasize writing and read-
ing poetry, revision and
editing, the writing pro-
cess, oral presentation, and
publication.

Depending on schedul-
ing and time, the program

will include publication of
student work in both print
and visual forms, an out-
of-school presentation that
parents and the public can
attend, and a peer evalua-
tion of the publication and
presentation.

This program is made
possible by a grant from the
Oklahoma Arts Council,
written for the schools by
Marsha Whalen, the
school’s grant writer.

The Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry, 6603 S
438 Rd., is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization that ex-
ists to encourage poetic
wordplay and literacy and
to provide an experience of
poetry that can be life-
changing.

ROMP opened in 2012,
and offers events, work-
shops and other programs
throughout the year. The
museum is open daily from
10:00 a.m. to dusk.

For more information,
visit, ROMPoetry.com or
contact Perkins at 918-864-
9152 or by email at
ROMPoetry@gmail.com.

UNUSUAL TREE . . . Doris
Rable stands by the creative
tree which Pam Quantie
made for the LGAA entry
into the annual Festival of
Trees held at the First
United Methodist Church.
The tree was made on a
metal dress form, stuffed
with lights and hung with
glistening crystals. Becky
Pendergraft won the tree in
the silent auction for $100.
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LGAA meets Feb. 10 at VFW

The LGAA is actively seeking new members as it
goes into its third year of helping to bring attention
to the arts, and activities which support the arts. For
the first time, the group has decided to attach a fee
of $20 to each membership application to help sup-
port the programs which the alliance is planning.

Anyone who is interested in getting involved with
the group is invited to attend the one-hour meetings.

COWAN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

 410 E. Main                Locust Grove, OK

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Churches, organizations
invited to share their news

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activities in Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bperk@sstelco.com or
918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you have
news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in future
issues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates at 918-
530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com. As LGAA
is a nonprofit organization, advertising must support the
publication of this newsletter. Your support is greatly appre-
ciated.

About What’s Happening in LG

The next meeting of the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance will be at 5:47 p.m., Feb. 10 at the VFW Hall.
The group will not meet in January, as they take a
breather from their many December events.

Local churches and organizations are invited to
share news of their upcoming events by emailing
information to “What’s Happening” for inclusion in
the next issue of the newsletter which is distributed
free to the public.

In addition to 500 copies of the newsletter being
distributed in local businesses, copies are also taken
to each of the four schools for placement in teach-
ers’ mailboxes.

The newsletter is published during the first week
of each month, and the deadline for stories and pic-
tures is the 25th of each month prior to the publica-
tion date. Send stories and pictures to
bperk@sstelco.com, and include a call-back num-
ber in case we have more questions.

FREE NEWSLETTERS. . .
To make it easier for local
citizens to pick up copies of
“What’s Happening in LG,”
the LG Arts Alliance has
placed bright red newspaper
boxes in the downtown area.
The LGAA logo was painted
for each box by local artist
Ray Glass.  The newsletter
is published at the end of the
first week of each month.
This month’s copy should be
in the newstands by Jan. 7-
8. Drop us a line if you like
this new approach (for us)
in getting “What’s
Happening in LG” out to its
readers.

WINNERS. . . Girl Scout Troop #3199 won the Christmas
Window Decorating Contest sponsored by LGAA. Shown
are leader Alexis Dishong, Erin Dishong, Jasmine Bark,
leader Amanda Ishmael, and LGAA President Jessica
Henson, presenting the $50 check to the group. The win-
ning windows were those of Kelly and Mark Palmer’s (old
Ford’s Variety Store). Other winners in the contest were Pam
Glass’s 1st grade class (The Rod Shop), second; and Melora
Hays (Horsefeathers), third.
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* Computer Repair
* Custom Builds
* Computer Training
* Website Design
* Parts & Accessories
* Cell Phone Repair

918-479-7990 112 E. Main Street  Locust Grove, OK 74352
on the corner of Broadway & Main

First Vapor Shop in Mayes County

*  American E-Juice
* Vaping Mods
* Vaping Accessories

BLACK DRUG
Compounding Pharmacy

Kevin Black, D. Ph.

Pharmacist

blackdrg@sstelco.com

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

412 East Main Street

P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK

74352

What do I have to do to get a library card
This monthly column

presents a question about
the LG community and an
answer from Rumor, LG’s
resident trouble-shooter.

Q: Rumor has it that it
is needlessly difficult to get
a library card at the local
library. “I finally got one by
jumping through a bunch
of hoops. Then, when it
expired, I was told I had to
do the whole process over
again, so I just decided not
to get a new card. Would
you explore this issue?”

A: Rumor recently vis-
ited the Locust Grove Pub-
lic Library and found out
the following: Any LG

Mind Games
by Betty L. Perkins

Rumor has it. . .
resident 18 and over can
get a card by doing the fol-
lowing 3 things:

1. Fill out an application;
2. Show a driver’s license
or Oklahoma state ID card;
3.Show proof of local resi-
dence.

The stickler for many
people is #3. There are only
3 types of residence proof
the library accepts:

1.Voter ID Card; 2.Auto
insurance; 3.Utility bill no
more than 60 days old.

Whichever one is cho-
sen, it has to show the cur-
rent LG residence and the
person’s name on it. This
poses a problem for people
new to town, as they will

have to wait to get any of
these three. It might also
pose a problem if the util-
ity bill or auto insurance is
in the name of someone
else living with you. For
some people, only the voter
ID card is a possible proof.
You can get a voter ID card
by filling out an application
found online at ok.gov or
by going in person to the
clerk’s office in Pryor.

After you submit your
application, ID and resi-
dence proof, the library
card will be mailed to you,
usually within a week.

In a related issue, you
asked about the card expir-
ing. The library assistant
explained that all cards ex-
pire in 3 years and must be
renewed by filling out the
application again.

If you have a question
about a local issue  which
may or may not be a rumor,

please email it to
RumorHasIt@gmail.com.
You can remain anony-
mous, and we will try our
best to get to the bottom of
any question in a future
column.

Resolutions I
refuse to make

Not everyone makes
New Year’s resolutions,
but I have always thought
about them and sometimes
actually wrote them down.
No more.

I will not join Oprah in
loving my body no matter
what it looks like. I refuse
to love my body.

I will not attempt to ex-
ercise more because I’ve
reached the stage in life
that all the exercise I can
stand is a walk from the car
to the house carrying a bag
of items not to exceed ten
pounds.

I will not write the great
American novel, and this
one pains me more than
you can imagine.

I will love my family and
friends more, but that is not
a resolution. That is just
good living, and I wish it
for you. Happy New Year!
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Main Street

Open: 10-9

LOCUST GROVE

PACKAGE STORE

*Beer *Wine *Spirits

918-479-6495

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Established 1949

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Member FDIC

Turner’s Laundry
&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage
105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove

918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance

Owner: Movita Turner

NEW BUSINESS. . . Missy Ingram stands amid merchan-
dise which is being offered in her new business on Main
Street, A.J.’s Southern Sas. “My goal is to offer cute bou-
tique items through social media with a local pickup area,”
Ingram said, and added, “I also ship for free.”

Locust Grove Tag Agency
114 E. Main St./PO Box 1213

Locust Grove, OK 74352

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX lgtag@sstelco.com

Christmas Parade

-- Photo by Marea Breedlove



Quantie Auto Supply

Tractor, Truck & Auto Parts
Custom Hydraulic Hoses
High Performance Parts

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352
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Hometown Shirt Shack
111 E. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5331

Custom Vinyl, Tees & Embroidery

Happy New Year!

BEST VEHICLE. . . At left, Kelsey McFarland rides her 4-
wheeler in the Christmas parade. Kelsey’s dad, Tony
McFarland, took the picture and rode his 4-wheeler as well.
Other division winners were Sisters Sweets, Clay’s Car Cor-
ral and Sister’s Suds float for Grand Prize (Mayor’s Tro-
phy); LGAA Children’s Community Theater for most cre-
ative float; Pride of Locust Grove Band (Page 4) for best
marching unit; and Sycamore Springs Ranch for best eques-
trian award. -- Parade pictures by Marea Breedlove

Christmas Parade

BEST FLOAT. . . Above, lots
of people rode on the Best
Float entered by Sisters Sweets,
Clay’s Car Corral and Sister’s
Suds. In the picture just above
is the rig from Sycamore
Springs Ranch which was
named best Equestrian entry in
the parade. The 2015 Christ-
mas Parade lasted about 50
minutes with 57 separate units
taking part. The weather was
chilly with a brisk wind, but
enthusiasm seemed high as the
units drove down Main Street.
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Sisters Sweets
Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch

Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677Rowland’s
Quick Shop

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

Hot Dogs
&

Nachos

Mennecke wears hats of many varieties
By Roxann Yates

Locust Grove Schools’
first full-time counselor
became one of the earliest
Licensed Professional
Counselors (LPC) in Okla-
homa and was one of the
original members involved
in creating a local organi-
zation.

“Locust Grove counse-
lors were instrumental in
establishing a large and in-
formal network called the
Mayes County Counselors
Association,” said Theresa
Mennecke, retired school
counselor. “We had over
200 members and were
known across the state.”

Gene and Dean Frusher,
Mennecke’s parents, raised
an ambitious daughter who
graduated from Putnam
City High School in 1966
and who dreamed of be-
coming a marine biologist.

“I wanted to be like
Jacque Cousteau,” said
Mennecke, who grew up
with younger twin siblings
Gale and Dale.

“They would poke each
other and wrestle, so I
never got to sit by the win-
dow in the car because I
always had to sit between
them,” she said.

Yet Mennecke has never
failed to see her window of
opportunity in creating a
gratifying life for her sons
and herself.

Mennecke, after receiv-
ing her Master’s Degree in
Counseling from North-
eastern State University,
applied for work at Locust
Grove Schools and was
hired by Leonard
Yarbrough, Superinten-
dent, in 1978. She later
earned her LPC.

“I worked for the school
for 35 years,” said
Mennecke. “ I have been so
lucky to work with many
wonderful teachers, coun-
selors, support personnel
and several great adminis-
trators. And I’m proud to
say that I also drove a
school bus for more than
20 years.”

After several years in her
position, she moved to Lo-
cust Grove and has never
regretted becoming a resi-
dent of this town.

“I think I was most sat-
isfied in my life, when in
the summer of 1987, I
drove into town from
Leach and badgered a man
into renting me a house that
he was trying to sell,” she
said. “I had rented a mov-
ing van that I didn’t know
how to drive,  packed up
my three sons and moved

into the house I still live in
today.”

Though this school
counselor had a successful
career, she doesn’t equate
her success to the winning
of honors and awards.

“I don’t really remember
them,” she said. “I thank
my parents for providing
me with a great life and
college education. I thank
God for my children and
grandchildren and my
wonderful extended fam-
ily.”

Mennecke raised three
sons, Travis, Grant and
Ryan, while working full-
time.

“I am so proud of them;
they have been the best of
sons,” Mennecke said.

As a divorced, single
parent, she worked hard to
provide for her family.

“We worked as a team
and helped each other,” she
said. “And I am lucky to
have four grandchildren:
Tyler, Amber, Devin and

LAST OF THE 70S. . . Theresa
Mennecke is shown in her year-
book photo at the end of her
first year at LGHS. The title of
the 1979 yearbook was “Last of
the 70s.”

(Continued on Page 7)
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K & D’s Vapor Store
202 West Main
Locust Grove
(918) 479-7977

Come VAPE with us!
We have all your vaping needs!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

(Continued from Page 6)

Theresa Mennecke stays active in community

RETIRED BY ACTIVE. . .
Today, Mennecke stays busy
and involved with many
community organizations,
and she is currently running
for a position on the Locust
Grove School Board.

Madison.”
She enjoys her role as a

grandmother.
“I try to provide the help

I wasn’t able to have when
my boys were growing up.
I am glad that they have
grown up in Locust Grove
because I have had the
community to help me,”
Mennecke said.

Mennecke’s retirement
hasn’t curtailed her active
involvement in community
work.

“I am a member of the
Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance. I’m also a board
member of the Locust
Grove Area Chamber of

Commerce and am ac-
tively involved in an orga-
nization that seeks to re-
duce alcohol access to
youth—Communities Mo-
bilizing for Changes on
Alcohol,” she said.

She briefly held a posi-
tion on the Town Council.

“I resigned from the
Council so that I could run
for an upcoming school
board position,”
Mennecke said.

If elected, one change
Mennecke would like to
see occur is for Locust
Grove Schools’ current di-
vision into five districts be
changed to one.

“In schools of less than

1,800 students, and Locust
Grove is in this category,
only one district is re-
quired. Having five dis-
tricts discourages people
from running. If I decide
that I want to be on the
board, I may have to wait
five years for my district to
come up to run for the
board,” she said.

When Mennecke makes
time for relaxation, she
picks up a book.

“I like to read and watch
old movies and British TV
shows,” she said.

In the future she would
like to do some home im-
provements. “I don’t want
my boys to worry about
it,” Mennecke said.

This concern for her
sons reveals her caring na-
ture and one of the many
important lessons she’s
learned about life.

“Be kind. Family is the
most important part of
life,” Mennecke said.
“Work hard. Get an edu-
cation. It doesn’t have to
be from a college. Accept
people for who they are.
Get involved.”

For the young girl who
dreamed of being like
Jacque Cousteau, she has
lived as an example of this
French explorer’s famous
maxim: “When one man,
for whatever reason, has
the opportunity to lead an
extraordinary life, he has
no right to keep it to him-
self.”



Page 8     What’s Happening in LG    January 2016

ON SALE!

Generators

and

Snow Blowers

in stock

People who haven’t seen
the current Poetree exhibit
at the Rural Oklahoma Mu-
seum of Poetry,  have until
February 1 to do so before
the museum closes for a
month to install the next
exhibit.

The Poetree exhibit was
designed for and opened
during the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance Christmas
Home Tour on Dec. 12.
The whole museum is cov-

Museum’s ‘Poetree’ exhibit ends in January
t h e
w h o l e
family,
bring a
date or
j u s t
come on
y o u r
own to
see it

anytime during the month
of January.

The museum is located
at 6603 S. 438 Rd. If you

ered with
more than
40 types of
trees, tree
poetry, and
interactive
opportuni-
ties to write
p o e t r y ,
muse about
trees, be amused by trees,
etc.

It’s a perfect exhibit for
the holiday season. Bring

remember the used book-
store Ruby’s Readery, that
is the location.

Take Joe Koelsch Road
out of town west to 438 Rd
(where the painted barn of
horses used to be). Turn
right (north) and go ½ mile
and look to your right.

 It’s the bright yellow
building at the top of the
small hill.

Call or email in advance,
and the ROMP Shop can
also be opened up. Inside
the gift shop is filled with
lots of handmade and lo-
cally-made items, like
cards, doll clothes, t-shirts,
baby blankets, and more.

For more information,
visit ROMPoetry.com or
call 918-864-9152 or email
ROMPoetry@gmail.com.
PICTURE ABOVE. . . An
exhibit of small trees and
poetry is among the many.


